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Notes from Nancy



  

A Note from Nancy  
  

It’s hard to believe that September is here already.  School is in session once again and hints of 

fall are all around us (except for the heat and humidity we still seem to have.)  Leaves on trees 

and bushes are starting to change color and football is in the air.  It is time for elections and new 

beginnings.   

 . 

First, on Sept. 23rd, we will have our Annual Parish Meeting. We will review what St. Mark’s 

has accomplished in the last year and what more needs to be done.  We will also be electing new 

members to our vestry.  This is a very important opportunity to serve the church in a leadership 

role that will benefit you and the entire congregation.  Please pray and consider your time and 

talents and let us know that you are willing to run for vestry.  If you know of anyone who would 

be a person you would like to see on the vestry, please forward his/her name to me or Vince 

Joyce, our Sr. Warden. 

 

Second, the diocese is looking for lay people to run for open positions in leadership roles in the 

diocese.  Elsewhere in the Grapevine is a list of all the openings and a brief explanation of what 

each entails.  Please also consider running for a diocesan position.  It is a great opportunity to see 

that the concerns of this end of the diocese are heard.    

 

Third, we also need at least two people to be deputies and two people to be alternate deputies to 

the Diocesan    Convention, November 9-10, at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Mt. Lebanon.  It 

is a wonderful time of fellowship and leadership with members and clergy of all the other 

churches in the diocese. Please let Vince or I know if you are interested and able to attend the 

convention.  We need to send in the names of our deputies as soon as possible.  (We are already 

late in doing this.) 

 

Fourth, the diocese is starting a leadership academy for lay people from all over the diocese 

using our bishop’s mission words of Love, Teach, Heal.  There is a full explanation of this 

following my message.  It will not necessarily require you to go to Pittsburgh to attend, as there 

will be one class by video conference.  Again, please pray about it and seriously consider this 

opportunity to recognize your call to  lay ministry.  I have a copy of the book the class will be 

using if you would like to see it. 

 

Fifth, our own Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Dorsey McConnell, will be at St. Mark’s Sunday, Sept. 30th.  

Please plan to attend worship that day and give him a rousing Johnstown welcome. 

 

Sixth, our gardens along the front, the side closest to the bank and the back walls are in need of 

some TLC.  They need to be weeded and the bushes need to be trimmed.  If you have some free 

time to even do one row of weeds or one bush, please come and do it.  We want to be looking 

good when the bishop comes. 

 

Whew!  OK, I will stop.  It will be a busy month.  Thank you for your faithfulness and concern 

for St. Mark’s and its people. 

 

Peace,  In Christ, 

 

Mother Nancy 



          

 
Love. Teach. Heal. Leadership Academy 

Exploring ways to know and serve God and God's people, together 

 

Discerning lay leaders from the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh will meet regularly to: 

• Grow together in Christian faith, practice, and leadership. 

• Develop skills and vision for ministry to support clergy and members of their parish. 

• Discern interest and sense of call to serve as licensed Lay Reader, Eucharistic Minister, 
Eucharistic Visitor, Preacher, or Evangelist (in any combination!).  

• Connect with others from a variety of contexts to cultivate opportunities for creative ministry 
development.  

Bishop Dorsey McConnell anticipates that the Love. Teach. Heal. Leadership Academy will:  

• Spark vision, creativity, and connections for ministry among the laypeople of the diocese. 

• Encourage laypeople to recognize their own authority and call for ministry in their congregation 
and community by virtue of their baptism.  

• Meet the real, regular, practical ministry needs of our parishes now and in the future. 

• Create a roster of trusted lay leaders throughout the diocese who may be called on for ministry 
and leadership needs as they emerge. 

When and Where 
Participants will meet for two hours every other week at one of four Diocese of Pittsburgh locations, 
including one by video conference. Meetings will include a devotional practice for further daily use at 
home, Bible study, and group conversation regarding themes. Participants will receive a copy of Walk in 
Love: Episcopal Beliefs and Practices by Scott Gunn and Melody Wilson Shobe and a binder with any 
additional instructional and reading materials. Participants are expected to bring a copy of the Book of 
Common Prayer and Bible (NRSV translation) in which they can mark with notes.  
 
How to Participate 
The names of people interested in the Love. Teach. Heal. Leadership Academy can be submitted by 
congregations, clergy, diocesan staff, or individuals themselves through September 30, 2018. Nominees 
will be contacted by Canon for Faith Formation and Evangelism Natalie Hall and asked to submit a brief 
information form and endorsement from their parish clergy and congregation. Groups will be organized 
and meeting locations identified once all applications are received. Canon Hall can be reached at 
nhall@episcopalpgh.org or at (703) 963-2789. 
 
Love. Teach. Heal. Leadership Academy participants will be commissioned and blessed  
for this ministry during a worship service at the 2018 Diocesan Convention. 
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Recommendations are now being taken by the Nominating Committee for the following positions  

to be elected at the 153rd Diocesan Convention, November 9 & 10, 2018,  

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Mt. Lebanon  

 
Standing Committee (Article IX, sections 1-7)  

One clergy and one layperson to be elected to four-year terms ending 2022  

The Standing Committee consists of four clergy and four laypersons and acts primarily as the council of advice to the 

Diocesan Bishop. It also fills vacancies in electable seats on diocesan bodies or committees that may occur during the 

recess of the Convention. If there is no Diocesan Bishop, or they are incapacitated, the Standing Committee becomes the 

Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese. Currently meets monthly on the second Tuesday at 4:00 p.m.  

 

Board of Trustees (Article X, sections 1-2)  

Three laypersons to be elected to three-year terms ending 2021  

The Board of Trustees consists of the Bishop, one layperson elected from each District, seven laypersons elected by 

Diocesan Convention, and five laypersons appointed by the bishop. This body is responsible for the collection and 

disposition of all real and personal property and financial resources gifted to or received by the diocese, for the purpose 

of the aid, benefit and advancement of the diocese, its parishes and organizations. Currently meets monthly on the 

second or third Tuesday.  

 

Committee on Constitution and Canons (Canon X)  

One clergy and one layperson to be elected to three-year terms ending 2021  

This body, comprised of three clergy and three lay persons, examines the canons of the diocese and makes 

recommendations for additions and revisions that may be necessary. Meets as needs require. 

  

Cathedral Chapter (Canon XIV)  

One clergy and one layperson to be elected to three-year terms ending 2021  

The three clergy and three lay representatives to this body serve as the Convention’s voice on the Trinity Cathedral 

Chapter, which oversees the mission and availability of the cathedral church to the entire diocese. Meets three times 

annually – February, May and November.  

 

Disciplinary Board (Canon XIX)  

One clergy and two laypersons to be elected to three-year terms ending 2021  

Comprised of five clergy and four lay persons, the Disciplinary Board tries cases brought against priests or deacons of 

the diocese who are charged with an actionable offense in which ecclesial discipline may be required. Meets as need 

arises.  

 

Commission on Ministry (Canon XXX)  

One member to be elected to a three-year term ending 2021  

The Commission on Ministry assists the Bishop in matters pertaining to the enlistment and selection of persons for 

Ministry, in the guidance and pastoral care of all candidates for Holy Orders, and in the examination of persons for Holy 

Orders. The Bishop appoints a number of lay and clergy members sufficient to carry out the duties of the Commission. 

In addition, one member is elected each year by Convention. All terms are for three years. Typically meets monthly, 

usually the fourth Tuesday at 5:00 p.m.  

 

Growth Fund  

One member to be elected to a three-year term ending 2021  

This body consists of two members appointed by Diocesan Council, two appointed by the Board of Trustees and two 

elected by Diocesan Convention. The Growth Fund makes grants upon special request from an account funded by parish 

contribution, and meets as needed.  

 

In addition, the following will be elected by District at convention to three-year terms ending 2021:  

District 1: Diocesan Council, one clergy  

District 2: Diocesan Council, one clergy  

Board of Trustees, one layperson  

District 3: Diocesan Council, one clergy  

District 4: Diocesan Council, one layperson 



Annual  
Parish Meeting 

Date:  Sunday, September 23, 2018 

 Following the 10:00 am Service 

 Nomination of  Vestry Members 

 Election of  Vestry Members 



        

 
 
 
 
 

Bishop’s Visitation 
to St. Mark’s  

  
 

 The Rt. Rev. Dorsey McConnell 
  Bishop of  the Diocese of  Pittsburgh 

 
  

September 30, 2018 
 10:00 a.m. 

 
 

  Covered Dish to follow 
Please make every effort to attend! 

 
 
 
 
        There will be the regular 7:30 am Service  

 



Vestry Meeting 
 

Sunday, September 16th 
 

After the 10:00 am Service 

               Rwandan Orphan 
 
All families of  the Church are en-
couraged to donate one dollar on the 
third Sunday of  each month (Sept. 
16th)  for our Rwandan Orphan.   

            Outreach/Pastoral Care 
All families are encouraged to donate 
$1.00 on the fourth Sunday of  each 
month (Sept. 23rd) for our Pastoral 
Care/Outreach Needs.  Please be 
generous. 

                                                 BUILDING FUND CAMPAIGN 
   
Your extra collection on the second  Sunday of  the month goes towards our 
continued renovations.   
 
Work will soon begin on the repairs to the Bell Tower and the 
Narthex. 

   ANIMAL WELFARE MINISTRY 
 
The extra collection for the First Sunday of  the month goes 
 towards our Pet Food Ministry. 



 

    PUT PEOPLE FIRST 
        BASKET PARTY 
 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
1348 Virginia Avenue, Johnstown, Pa   15906 

 
Saturday, September 8th 

 
Doors open at 12:00  Drawing starts at 2:00 pm 

 
$10 donation includes 25 basket chance tickets and a spaghetti dinner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Proceeds benefit Put People First! PA’s annual membership assembly. 

 
 Bring a bag of  dog or cat food, bag of  cat litter, or 5 cans of  dog or  
 cat food and receive 25 extra basket chances free.  

 
 All items to  be donated to St. Mark’s Pet Food Bank 

 
For tickets call Savannah @814-659-3528 or Hope @814-619-9293 



                          CHOIR PRACTICE 
 
Choir practice begins on Wednesday, September 5th  at 6:30 pm. 
 
We are always looking for new voices.   
 
If  you can hum a few bars, you can sing.  Come and join us. 
 

        
 
 
        
 
 

 
Saturday’s Kitchen  
 
 

St. Mark's is scheduled to help at Saturday's Kitchen on  
Sept. 15th. 
 
We need at least 6 people to volunteer from  11:00 am to 1:00 pm.  
 
Please check the sign up sheet in the Church Hall, or give Angie  
Herbein a call at 255-1079. 
 
Thank you for your continued support! 
 
Angie 



   
 
 
 
 

Happy  September  Anniversary!   
           (none listed) 

Cathy Lilly 2 Audrey Miller 14 

Trish Corle 7 Frances Garman 24 

Bill Horner 9 Rebecca Key 28 

Christine Herbein 9 Bob Howarth 28 

Jeffrey Flick 13   

         

         

 

   Happy September Birthday 

 

If we have forgotten your Birthday or Anniversary, please let us know.  Call the office with your 

Information  (535-6797) or e mail us at stmarks@atlanticbbn.net.   

       Thanks, Joanne 

   

  

      Happy August Anniversary 

  

    Trish Corle & Rene Fetchkan 

     

                 August 15th 



 
 
 
 ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL 
 
  St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

                          335 Locust St. 
                                   Johnstown, Pa.  15901                   
                                                                           814-535-6797 

   
Many, Many Thanks to the generous contributions from John & Betty Gritzer, 
June Farougi, Rickie & Donna Shull, Elissa Ditchcreek, Mark & Helen Mishler, 
The Humane Society of  Cambria County, Yvonne Lucas, Gregory Suttmiller, 
and Patricia Taylor. 
 
  
The Pet Food Pantry was open 4 days during the month of  August and we 
helped 118 pet owners of  which 23 were new to the pantry.   
 
We were able to help feed 223 Dogs, 12 Puppies and 364 Cats, 69 Kittens 
 
Unfortunately we are seeing an increase in stray cats throughout the area, and the 
need to take care of  them.  If  someone comes to the Pantry for food for the 
homeless cats we will continue to assist them.  Winter is just around the corner 
and they need our help.   
 
We gave out the following: 
 
 Dogs:               Dry  food      950 lbs        195 Cans                
 Cats:       Dry  food      971 lbs         294 Cans                  
 
Total amount of  food given out from January through August: 
  Dry Food        Dog     7731 lbs          Cat       5,664   lbs  
  Wet Food        Dog     2,175 cans       Cat       1,441   cans 
   
 
Our Pet Food Pantry will be open on September  5th & 6th and 19th  & 20th.   
 
Many thanks to our volunteers for their continued support. 
                 
Cynthia Greig & Joanne McKinley  



          Coffee Shop Bible Study 
 
 

 We meet at The Mill House Café at the corner of  Diamond Blvd. and 
Luzerne Street in Old Westmont.  This charming little coffee house is bright, 
cozy, and friendly.  The sandwiches, soups, and yummy baked goods are very 
tempting. 

  
Drop in any Tuesday morning at 10 for coffee or tea, study, & fellowship.  

We read and discuss the lessons for the next Sunday’s ser-
vice.  Copies of  the Synthesis CE Lectionary Study Guide 
are available for anyone in the parish hall.  To receive e-mail 
notices, contact Adam Sprankle at awsprankle@gmail.com                 

       
     Soup & Study 
                  
     Most Mondays

  
 

 

    6:00 – 8:00 PM at Panera Bread, Richland 
 
 

The Soup & Study Group will meet at Panera Bread, located in the 
Richland Town Center, 400 Town Center Drive. 
 
 
We plan to meet on the following Mondays: 
     
   September 10th 
   September 17th 
   September 24th 
         
       
    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Satruday

     1

SEPTEMBER      

ma      

    5:00 pm Holy Eucharist II

   

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

 7:30 amHoly Eucharist II 9:00 am NA Meeting 10:00 am Bible Study 10:00 - 12:00 Pet Food 10:00 - 12:00 Pet Food              Medieval Group

    Mill House Café 12:00 Holy Eucharist 7:00 pm Unity Coalition  5:00 pm Holy Eucharist I

10:00 am Holy Eucharist II LABOR DAY  6:00 Put People First  

    

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

7:30 am Holy Eucharist I     9:00 am NA Meeting 10:00 am Bible Study 12:00 Holy Eucharist   11:00 Saturday's Kitchen

    Mill House Café 6:30 pm Choir Practice   

10:00 am Holy Eucharist II 6:00 pm Book Study   7:00 pm Allied Artists 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist II

7:15 pm Boy Scouts  

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

 7:30 amHoly Eucharist II     9:00 am NA Meeting 10:00 am Bible Study 10:00 - 12:00 Pet Food 10:00 - 12:00 Pet Food  

10:00 am Holy Eucharist II    Mill House Café 12:00 Holy Eucharist   5:00 pm Holy Eucharist I

 6:00 pm Book Study  6:00 Put People First  

Vestry Meeting 7:15 pm Boy Scouts 6:30 Choir Practice

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

 7:30 am Holy Eucharist I     9:00 am NA Meeting 10:00 am Bible Study     

10:00 Holy Eucharist I     Mill House Café 12:00 Holy Eucharist     5:00 pm Holy Eucharist II

 6:00 pm Book Study  6:30 pm Choir Practice   

PARISH MEETING 7:15 pm Boy Scouts   

30 9-16 6:00 pm Community Common Prayer - Healing service

 7:30 am Holy Eucharist II  9-16 10:00 am Vestry Meeting

10:00 am Holy Eucharist II   9-23 Parish Meeting-Election of Vestry

Bishop's Visitation   9-30 Bishop's Visitation

Reception to follow             Potluck Luncheon



 Lay Ministers Acolytes Altar Guild Ushers Coffee Hour

 September 1st  5:00 pm L. Loncella  Herbeins

   

 September 2nd  7:30 am V. Joyce (L)

   Available D. Horner Available Volunteer

 10:00 am D. Horner (L) C Adams

      

  

September 8th  5:00 pm C. Foreman (L)  Herbeins

     

September 9th  7:30 am V. Joyce (L)    

   Available K. Batrus Available Volunteer

   10:00 am A. Sprankle (L)  

  
September 15th  5:00 pm Open Herbeins

  

September 16th  7:30 am V. Joyce (L)

   Available A. Whitlow Available Volunteer

  10:00 AM P. Hysong (L)

 

   

September 22nd  5:00 pm L. Loncella (L) Herbeins

   

September 23rd  7:30 am V. Joyce (L)

Available L. Loncella Available Volunteer

  10:00 am P Hysong (L)  

  

September 29th  5:00 pm L. Loncella (L) Herbeins

    Bishop's Visitation

September 30th   7:30 am V. Joyce (L) Reception

   All Available D. Horner Available  

  10:00 am  S. Martin (L)

      




