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Please remember  
St. Mark’s Church in your will.   

A Note from Nancy – June 2019 
 
 
Here is the position of the national Episcopal Church  regarding 
abortion as noted in our various liturgical resources and as addressed 
by General Convention.  (More information can be found on the 
Episcopal Church website.) 
 
Clergy throughout The Episcopal Church counsel women, men, and 
families who must make decisions relating to pregnancy and child-
birth, adoption, family planning, and who face infertility. Our or-
dained and lay leaders walk alongside Episcopalians and others who 
struggle with this intimate and challenging aspect of human life. As a 
result, the General Convention of The Episcopal Church recognizes 
the moral, legal, personal, and societal complexity of the issue. The 
diversity of views within the Church represents our common struggle 

to understand and discern this issue. 
 
The Episcopal Church teaches that “all human life is sacred. Hence, 
it is sacred from its inception until death. The Church takes seriously 
its obligation to help form the consciences of its members concern-
ing this sacredness. Human life, therefore, should be initiated only 
advisedly and in full accord with this understanding of the power to 
conceive and give birth which is bestowed by God.” Our liturgical 
text Enriching Our Worship calls for great pastoral sensitivity to the 
needs of the woman and others involved in decisions relating to 
“abortion, or mishaps of pregnancy and infertility.” This ministry is 
particularly important in situations that result in the loss of a preg-
nancy or inability to become pregnant and as a Church, we have ex-
perienced that all of these have “a tragic dimension.” 
 
In a series of statements over the past decades, the Church has de-
clared that “we emphatically oppose abortion as a means of birth 
control, family planning, sex selection, or any reason of mere con-
venience.” At the same time, since 1967, The Episcopal Church has 
maintained its “unequivocal opposition to any legislation on the part 
of the national or state governments which would abridge or deny 
the right of individuals to reach informed decisions [about the termi-
nation of pregnancy] and to act upon them.” 
 
 
  
 
  
 

https://episcopalarchives.org/cgi-bin/acts/acts_resolution.pl?resolution=1988-C047
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The Church urges dioceses and congregations “to give necessary aid and support to all preg-
nant women.”  At the General Convention in 2018, The Episcopal Church called for 
“women’s reproductive health and reproductive health procedures to be treated as all other 
medical procedures.” The Convention declared “that equitable access to women’s health care, 
including women’s reproductive health care, is an integral part of a woman’s struggle to assert 
her dignity and worth as a human being.” 
 
We continue to advocate that “legislating abortions will not address the root of the problem. 
We therefore express our deep conviction that any proposed legislation on the part of national 
or state governments regarding abortions must take special care to see that the individual con-
science is respected, and that the responsibility of individuals to reach informed decisions in 
this matter is acknowledged and honored as the position of this Church.” 
 
The Church also sees education as an essential component of engaging with issues relating to 
family planning, child spacing, adoption, infertility and abortion.  
 
 
 
Peace, In Christ, 
Mother Nancy 
 
 

https://episcopalarchives.org/cgi-bin/acts/acts_resolution.pl?resolution=1997-D065
https://www.vbinder.net/resolutions/D032?house=hd&lang=en
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 ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL 

 
                       
Well, we have completed another busy month at the Pet Food Pantry.  We have 
seen an increase in cats and kittens (34) this month at the Pet Food Pantry.  We 
would like to thank the following donors who help every month: Nardecchia Spay 
Neuter, SCA Medieval Group, First Lutheran Church, Heather Stoykovich, Re-
becca Baldwin, Joan Cesare Helen Mishler, Gretchen Burkhart, Humane Society, 
Annette Kristofco, Sue & Ray Clement, Sue Kalcik & Nick Bocher, Barry & Ka-
ren Orner,  Judith Zubal, for their continued generosity.   
  
During the month of  May we were able to assist  143 Families, with 21 of  them 
being new to the Pet Food Pantry.       
 
 We were able to help feed:    224 Dogs   and        5 Puppies 
        383  Cats    and      62 Kittens 
   
Totals for the month of  May were: 
Dogs:               Dry  food   1390 lbs          218  Cans             
Cats:      Dry  food    957  lbs         313   Cans     
 
Total for January thru May: 
Dogs       Dry Food    8028 lbs  1004 Cans                        
Cats             Dry Food    5259 lbs     1152 Cans 
  
A special “thank you” to our volunteers.  
 
If  you would like to help and can spare a few hours once a month, please give  
Cynthia Greig a call at 255-2504 or Joanne at the office.  
Pet Food Dates for June 11th & 12th, and  13th, 9:30 am to 12:30 pm. 
 
Cynthia Greig,  Joanne McKinley 
  



 
 
 
PASTORAL CARE JUNE 2019 
 

Happy June! 
 
Spring is beautiful in Johnstown. Memorial Day has passed yet, prompts us to 
remember fallen servicemen and women and to honor our veterans every day. 
School will soon be out for the summer. The weather is unpredictable. I hope 
you have been able to plant your hanging baskets and pop in a few colorful 
blooms at your front door. 
 
Summer is the perfect time to incorporate a few hours of  caring for those in 
our neighborhoods who might need a little extra help: by offering to weed an 
elderly neighbor’s garden as things rapidly grow! By mowing the neighbor’s 
lawn while they are away, offering to bring in the mail or help with weekend 
chores. Or by picking up a few groceries for someone who has difficulty get-
ting out of  the house. Better yet, maybe offer to take them to the grocery to 
shop or to the post office, or to do errands. 
 
We have wonderfully compassionate worshippers at St. Mark’s. I am truly grate-
ful for the many acts of  kindness I see and understand to be a part of  this con-
gregation. Thank you for your continued support of  the small food pantry that 
St. Mark’s maintains for residents of  the city. Thank you for your contributions 
to the Pastoral Care Ministry which help those most needy in Johnstown.  
Thank you for caring for your community. 
 
I want to provide a link to the activities happening in Johnstown in June: 
 
https://www.visitjohnstownpa.com/calendar/month/2019-06 
 
Try something new this month. From music to movies to walking tours to the 
St. Mark’s Strawberry Festival…grab a friend or family member and enjoy June 
in Johnstown! 
 
Blessings, 
Pastoral Care Ministry 

https://www.visitjohnstownpa.com/calendar/month/2019-06


Strawberry Festival 2019 during Thunder in the Valley  
Wednesday through Saturday June 19-22, 2019 

 
Be part of one of St. Mark’s most festive traditions. Help as we welcome residents from the Johnstown area, 
the USA, and abroad. Many of our visitors are returnees who come to our Strawberry Festival year after year. 
To make this event a success, we need your help on the days before and during the event. 
 
Preparation for the event 

Bakers  
Sixty boxes of Giant Eagle Pound Cake have been donated (Thank you, Rene, Trish, Julia and Karen!). 

Volunteers already have committed to bake many of these cakes in their homes, but additional bakers 
are needed!! Please sign up in the Parish Hall or email me at lcmead@earthlink.net 

 
All Bakers, please pick-up and sign-out your boxes of cake mix in the Conference Room.  
All cakes are to be baked in 5” by 9” loaf pans. When cooled, the cakes are to be wrapped in airtight 

plastic wrap and stored in the refrigerator. If you need to bake in advance, the cakes can be frozen 
instead of refrigerated. All cakes are to be delivered to the church kitchen refrigerators by the end of 
the day on Wednesday, June 19.  

 
Strawberry Preparation and Pound Cake Slicing 
Volunteers will be needed at 9:00a.m. on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday mornings to hull, cut and 

sugar the strawberries and slice the pound cakes to be used the following day. This task only takes a 
few hours if we have six people. Please sign up in the Parish Hall or email me at lcme-
ad@earthlink.net 

 
Donate! 
The ice cream, bottled water and red napkins have been donated (Thank you, Amy & Penn, Lisa, and 

Rene, Trish, Julia & Karen.) We still need bags of ice. In addition, we provide free potluck lunches 
for all volunteers, including the musicians, on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. We need your dona-
tions of food items for these potluck lunches. Please sign up on the donation sheet in the Parish Hall 
or email me at lcmead@earthlink.net  

 
Finally, if you don’t have time to shop or cook, your monetary donations are most welcome. These dona-

tions will help cover the cost of the strawberries. 
 
The Big Event 
        We will be open for business from 11:00a.m.-7:00p.m. on Thursday, Friday and Saturday. The days are 
divided into three shifts: 10:45 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., 1:30 - 4:30 p.m. and 4:30 pm -7:15 p.m. We need a cashier 
and two or three servers for each shift. We also welcome an extra person to serve as a runner for each shift. 
The runner keeps the serving station stocked with slices of pound cake, bowls of strawberries, cans of whipped 
cream, ice cream, serving bowls & lids, spoons, napkins, and bowls of hot water to clean the ice cream scoop. 
        We also need volunteers to set up and take down our outdoor tents, tables and chairs on Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday. This is a quick but invaluable task.  
 
         Please sign up in the Parish Hall or email me at lcmead@earthlink.net 
 
We look forward to having you join in the fun! Invite your friends and family! 

mailto:lcmead@earthlink.net
mailto:lcmead@earthlink.net
mailto:lcmead@earthlink.net
mailto:lcmead@earthlink.net
mailto:lcmead@earthlink.net


Vestry Meeting 

June-July Meeting 
 

 June 30th 
  

No Regular  
Finance Meeting 

 
For June   

Unless Needed 
  

                     Animal Welfare Ministry    
                
     The First Collection of  the Month will be for our Animal Welfare Ministry.   
 
  

Rwandan Orphan 
All families of the church are encouraged 
to donate $1.00 on the Third Sunday of 
each month  (June  16th) for our Josian, 
our Rwandan Orphan.   
 
Please mark your donation separately 
for Josian.    

 
  

                 Pastoral Care 
All families of the church are encouraged 
to donate one dollar on the fourth  Sunday 
of each month  (June 23) for our Pastoral 
Care.  
 
Please be sure to mark your donation sep-
arately for Pastoral Care.    

                                                 BUILDING FUND CAMPAIGN  
  
This summer we have some major projects with the roof  repairs to the Narthex 
and the Bell Tower.  Your extra collection on the second  Sunday of  the month 
goes towards these renovations.    
 
Your continued generosity is making it happen! 



 
    
 
 
 
 

                   HAPPY  JUNE  ANNIVERSARY 
 
            Paul & Joanne Faint 
          June 1, 1957  
  
     
    John & Annis Rogers       Nathan & Sierra Hoffman 
            June 7, 1970            June 9, 2018 
     
 
          Bill & Doris Horner 
                        June 16, 1984 
 

 

      HAPPY JUNE BIRTHDAY 

 
 Miller Lazzari  June 3rd  
 Sierra Buchan Hoffman June 5th 
 Steve Flick   June 5th  
 Lois Bender   June 13th 
 Mark Lazzari   June 13th  
 Demaris Schneider  June 13th 
          Nicholas Rager  June 14th  
 Rev. William H. Marchl     June 16th  
 Mara Madden  June 21st  
 Annis Rogers  June 22nd 
          Brandon Rager  June 23rd 
 Louise Mead   June 27th  
 Anna Mae Frank  June 28th 
 Paxton Shaffer  June 29th    
   



 

      
      

  
 
 

 
Flower and Plant Fund Raiser  
 
  This year’s Annual Fund Raiser has come to an end.  We are  still running 
  receipts and should have a total within the next week. 
 
  The ECW Ladies thank everyone who supported our Fund Raiser.  A special 
   “thank you” to Martha Pavlo and Joanne McKinley for selling  Coupons. 
 
  Plus a very special “Thank You” to Mrs. Maryanne Marchl, who donated  
  three flats of  assorted flowers for the Court Yard and front entrances to the 
  Church. 
 
  Many Thanks, 
  Kitty Batrus 

 
 

               Coffee Shop Bible Study 
  

                
          We meet at The Mill House Café at the corner of  Diamond Blvd. and Lu-
zerne Street in Old Westmont.  This charming little coffee house is bright, cozy, 
and friendly.  The sandwiches, soups, and yummy baked goods are very tempt-
ing. 
  

Drop in any Tuesday morning at 10 for coffee or tea, study, & fellowship.  
We read and discuss the lessons for the next Sunday’s service.  Copies of  the 
Synthesis CE Lectionary Study Guide are available for anyone in the parish hall.  

 
To receive e-mail notices, please contact Adam Sprankle at  

 awsprankle@gmail.com.  



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Satruday

     1

JUNE      Medieval Group

ma      

     5:00 pm Holy Eucharist II

    

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

7:30 AM Holy Eucharist II  10:00 am Bible Study  12:00 Holy Eucharist  

  
   Mill House Café

6:15 Put People First

10:00 am Holy Eucharist II 7:15 pm Boy Scouts    5:00 pm Holy Eucharist I

   

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

7:30 AM  Holy Eucharist I  10:00 am Bible Study

    Mill House Café 12:00 Holy Eucharist   

10:00 am Holy Eucharist I 7:15 pm Boy Scouts   7:00 pm Allied Artists 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist II

   

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

7:30 AM Holy Eucharist II  10:00 am Bible Study  9:00 AM Prep Work  

  
   Mill House Café

12:00 Holy Eucharist  Strawberry Festival

10:00 am Holy Eucharist II 7:15 pm Boy Scouts   Strawberry Festival Strawberry Festival
 11:00 am

  
 11:00 am  11:00 am

5:00 pm Holy Eucharist I

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

 7:30 am Holy Eucharist I  10:00 am Bible Study  

  
   Mill House Café

12:00 Holy Eucharist  

 10:00 am Holy Eucharist I 7:15 pm Boy Scouts   5:00 pm Holy Eucaarist II

   

30 6-9 Pentecost Sunday

 7:30 am Holy Eucharist II  6-11, 6-12, 6-13 Pet Food Pantry  9:30 - 12:30

 6-16  6:30 pm Community Common Prayer

10:00 am Holy Eucharist II   6-16 Happy Father's Day

Strawberry Festival 6-20 6-21, 6-22



 Lay Ministers Acolytes Altar Guild Ushers Coffee Hour

June 1st  5:00 pm C. Foreman (L)   

   

June 2nd  7:30 am  Available C. Adams Available Open

    

June 2nd  10:00 am A. Whitlow (L)  

 

  

June 8th  5:00 pm   

     

June 9th  7:30 am  Available K. Batrus Available Open

      

June 9th  10:00 am  

     

  

June 15th   5:00 pm C. Foreman (L)

  

June 16th  7:30 am  Available A. Whitlow Available  

 A. Sprankle   6:30 pm

June 16th  10:00 am  A. Sprankle (L) Labyrinth Prayer

June 22nd   5:00 pm L. Loncella (L)  

   

June 23rd  7:30 am  Available  L. Loncella Available  

      Strawberry

June 23rd  10:00 am P. Hysong (L)  Festival

   

 

June 29th  5:00 pm L. Loncella (L)  

    

June 30th  7:30 am  Available A. Sprankle  Open

 

June 30th  10:00 am  A. Sprankle (L)

Community 

Common Prayer
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