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Please remember  
St. Mark’s Church in your will.   

   
   A Note from Nancy – January 2020  
   
 Happy New Year!  I am sending a huge thank you to eve-

ryone who participated in all the wonderful things that happened 

here at St. Mark’s in 2019.  (Please see the Sr. Warden’s report 

elsewhere in the Grapevine.)  I also say thank you for the gifts I 

received from all of you this Christmas. You are very generous 

and I love you all. 

  For me, St. Mark’s is a happy place, a warm place, a wel-

coming place, a spiritual place.  It radiates the friendship and love 

that comes from a congregation that takes Christ’s life and teach-

ings to heart.  It generates good will to all who enter its doors.   

But, we can do so much more.  No, we can’t fix the whole world 

other than to pray for peace and good will among all the nations.  

No, we can’t fix all those who spread hate and fear other than to 

pray that God will soften their  hearts and change their minds to 

find ways to spread joy and love instead.  No, we can’t fix the 

politicians of the world who are unable to avoid partisanship and  

don’t see the needs of the people who elected them other than to 

pray that God will show them how to put their differences aside 

and work together in harmony. No, we can’t fix the larger com-

munity.  But we can work to fix the community immediately 

around us.  We need to move out more into the nearby streets and 

buildings to meet the people near us and find out how to help 

them and their families. May we be the answer to their prayers in 

2020. 

 As for our prayers in this trouble time let us pray using the 

prayer for peace from our Book of Common Prayer (p. 816) 

Almighty God our heavenly Father, guide the nations of the 

world into the way of justice and truth, and establish among them 

that peace which is the fruit of righteousness, that they may be-

come the kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Peace, In Christ, 

Mother Nancy 

January 2020 



From the Senior Warden  

This has been a very busy year! Many, many wonderful things have happened at St. 

Mark’s this year! I haven’t kept a detailed list, but glancing through past issues of the 

Grapevine and the calendar I am amazed by what we have been able to accomplish! 

When the Vestry met for its Annual Retreat last January, our focus was to bring in more 

funds—to pay the bills to keep the lights on, pay our dedicated staff, support our pro-

grams and, most importantly, to continue our mission the Johnstown Community. Heidi 

and Sam Buchan and their family coordinated two wonderful Spaghetti meals —a dinner 

in February and a luncheon in October. In the spring the ECW with the help of many oth-

er volunteers pulled off a successful Ham Loaf sale and three well-attended Lenten 

Lunches. The Strawberry Festival during Thunder in the Valley in June was one of the 

best! People scoured their homes and contributed to the Flea Market and Bake Sale in 

early November which brought many curious shoppers. The “Halupki Harvest” Stuffed 

Cabbage Dinner masterminded by Doug Zawiskie and Adam Sprankle (and assistants) just 

before Thanksgiving attracted a diverse group of diners. A tally in the December Grape-

vine showed that our fall fundraisers brought in over $3,500!  

Our Animal Welfare Ministry continues to grow its reach throughout the community. The 

Pet Food Pantry serves a growing number of  families. Many thanks to Cynthia, Joanne, 

Bonnie and the many volunteers! As part of that outreach, the Nardecchia Spay Neuter 

Fund of Johnstown uses our facility for their monthly Spay and Neuter clinic 

Balancing our fundraising efforts and community outreach, our Community Common 

Prayer service every third Sunday offers spiritual nourishment for our Parishioners and 

the Community. A Celtic Service in March brought many from the outside community as 

did the Labyrinth Walk in June and Taizé in September. Other offerings included a Public 

Service of Healing in October, Service of Thanksgiving in November and Blue Christmas in 

December. This month we will be offering Night Prayer, a variation of Compline, from the 

New Zealand Prayer Book. Especially memorable was the service in May commemorating 

the 130th Anniversary of the 1889 Johnstown Flood and the role St. Mark’s played during 

and in the aftermath of the flood. A memorial to Father Alonzo Potter Diller, Rector of St. 

Mark’s, his wife Mrs. Marion Diller, their children, all of whom perished at St. Mark’s, this 

special event was coordinated by the Stewardship and Communications Committees with 

pastoral and liturgical oversight from Mother Nancy. 
Continued next page → 



The success of many of these events is due in part to the efforts of our Communications Com-

mittee with support from Joanne McKinley. Our website is current and the publicity of our 

events is reaching neighboring counties.  The Stewardship Committee organized a Stewardship 

Campaign which launched in December and will continue through the year. Many, many have 

given tirelessly and selflessly of their time, talents and treasures to everything that we’ve done 

this  year! If I were to being naming people I would doubtless forget someone. Some of our 

angels are recognized elsewhere in the Grapevine. THANK YOU!!! 

Our fundraising efforts have been very successful! We haven’t had to draw as much from the 

trust as anticipated. As Treasurer Pan Hysong said, every head of cabbage, bottle of water, bag 

of sugar donated means we draw less from the trust. This has also been a good year for the 

market and our investments have done well. We give thanks for that!   

We lost some very special people this year and others have chosen to worship elsewhere. We  

have also welcomed new members. My prayer is that many more will find St. Mark’s to be  a 

welcoming place to call their church home.  

This has been a challenging year. The Vestry, Church Staff and Volunteers have worked behind 

the scenes seeking ways to increase our income, make repairs, coordinate activities, grow our 

congregation and broaden our ministry to the community. The Vestry revised the  By-Laws 

which were approved in September. Following normal procedure, we submitted the revisions 

to the Chancellor from the Diocese for review and made some minor changes following his 

suggestions. The Standing Committee approved the By-Law revisions in October. The Parish 

will vote to approve them at the special Parish Meeting the end of this month. Copies will be 

distributed to all voting members with a brief overview of the changes made (and the rea-

sons). There will be an opportunity for questions. Other behind-the-scenes activities include 

an audit of the Parish Finances by our Diocese-Approved Parish Audit Committee.  We met 

deadlines and sent Deputies to Diocesan Convention. When we met with Bishop Price in Sep-

tember he strongly encouraged us to develop a business plan—to increase our income and 

grow our congregation. When the Vestry meets for its Annual Retreat this month, we will 

begin working on a Strategic Plan. As it comes together we will share it with the Congregation.  

It may feel that all our efforts have directed at survival—raising funds to keep the lights on and 

pay the staff. More importantly our goal is to reach out to the Greater Johnstown Community.  

Sharing our time, talent and treasures we seek to grow the church and spread the Gospel.  

Blessings,  

Lisa  



       

 

 

 

                                              

  

                              FROM THE ECW LADIES AND PASTORAL CARE 

   

     Thank you to everyone who donated shampoo (Trish, Rene, Julia), toothpaste 
and brushes for the Family Kitchen Christmas Baskets.  Also, many thanks to eve-
ryone who took time to bake and donate cookies for their Christmas Party. 
 
      A special “thank you” to Kitty Batrus for distributing all of  the shampoo, 
cookies, and Christmas Bags to the Kitchen. 
  
      A special “thank you” to Louise Mead who volunteered to collect, prepare 
and deliver the Christmas Stockings to the Torrence State Hospital, and special 
thanks to everyone who donated items to fill those stockings. Because of  Louise’s 
efforts we can continue this tradition.     
  
Thank you to everyone who donated turkeys or ham for Christmas Dinner.  We 
were able to assist 7 families.   
 
Thanks also to those who donated winter clothing and blankets for the needy.  We 
will still collect hats, gloves, and blankets to hand out during the winter months. 
Without your generosity we would not be able to continue this Ministry.  
 
Also at this time we would like to send a “special thank you” to Dr. William and 
Mrs. Maryanne Marchl for their continued support.  The Altar Votives and Pew 
Candles were donated by the Marchls.  They also made a monetary donation to 
help defray the costs of  the  Christmas baskets. 
 
A special “thank you” to Bill and Doris Horner for donating Christmas wreaths 
and to Amy & Penn Whitlow for the Beautiful Christmas Tree. 
 
And most of  all, thank you to everyone who in someway helped last year in all of  
our fund raisers.  Everyone worked so hard to make them a success. 
 
Wishing all of  you a Happy and Healthy New Year! 



 

Book Study  
 

January 7th 

& 

January 21st 

 

5:30 pm—8:00 pm 

 

The Book Study Group is reading 

The Time is Now: A Call to Uncommon Courage by Joan Chittister. 

 
  
 
 
       
 
 
 

     

           Coffee Shop Bible Study 
              

We meet at The Mill House Café at the corner of  Diamond Blvd. and Luzerne 
Street in Old Westmont.  This charming little coffee house is bright, cozy, and 
friendly.  The sandwiches, soups, and yummy baked goods are very tempting. 
 
Drop in any Tuesday morning at 10 for coffee or tea, study, & fellowship.  We 
read and discuss the lessons for the next Sunday’s service.  Copies of  the Synthe-
sis CE Lectionary Study Guide are available for anyone in the parish hall. 
 
To receive e-mail notices, please contact Adam Sprankle at  
awsprankle@gmail.com 



   
 

   
 
 
 
 

No  January  Anniversaries 

Name Date Name Date 

Greg Karlick 14  Magnus Rogers 27  

Alli Benton Kintner 14  Richard Mayer 27  

Stephen Balamuta  15  Michelle Shawley  30  

Martha Pavlo 18  Connie Mayer   31   

Kenneth Leap  22       

 

   Happy January Birthdays 

If we have forgotten your Birthday or Anniversary, please let us know.  Call the office with your 
Information  (535-6797) or e mail us at stmarks@atlanticbbn.net.   

Thanks, Joanne 



 

           LET’S MAKE A NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION 
 
We need your help in making a few New Year’s resolutions: 
 
  Altar Guild:   We are in need of  more Altar Guild Ladies/Men 
     You only have to volunteer once a month and on 
     Special Holy Days 
 
   Choir:                    We are always looking for a few more voices to fill 
     the Church. 
 
  Please consider one or both.  Try it out.  You may enjoy it! 

 
 

 
 

  
Bill and I are away until April, and once again,  Amy  Whitlow has 
graciously stepped in to take care of  the Altar Guild during my 
absence. 

 
 I can count on all of  you to help Amy in my absence. 
 
                                                                               Thank you for all you do! 
                     Doris Horner 

Thank you so much! 
 
Nikki and I would like to thank everyone, ECW, Vestry, and Church Members 
who gave us unexpected Christmas Gifts.  It was a rough year for the Church, 
but you thought of  us.  It was much appreciated by both of  us. 
 
God Bless You, 
Joanne and Nikki 



Pastoral Care 
All families of the church are encouraged 
to donate one dollar on the fourth  Sun-
day of each month  (Jan. 26th ) for our 
Pastoral Care.  Please be sure to mark 
your donation separately for Pastoral 
Care.    

Vestry Meeting 

Sunday 
 January 12th  

After the 10:00 am Service 

 
 

 Fuel & Snow Removal 

During the next few months, the extra collection for the First Sunday of  the 
Month will help  defray the cost of  our heating and snow removal.   

Rwandan Orphan 
All families of the church are encour-
aged to donate $1.00 on the third 
Sunday of each month  (Jan. 19th)  for 
Josiane, our Rwandan orphan.  
Please be sure to mark your donation 
separately for her.    

.   
   

          BUILDING CAMPAIGN 
   The Extra Collection for the Second Sunday of  the month 
   will help defray the cost of  our numerous work projects 
   throughout the Church.  

SPECIAL PARISH MEETING  

Sunday, January 26, 2020 
After the 10:00 am Service 

VESTRY REREAT 
 

Saturday, January 11th  9:00 am 
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                            ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL 
 
We have come to the end of  another year at St. Mark’s Pet Food Ministry and our 
Pet Food Pantry is thriving due to the many, many generous contributions that have 
been given to us throughout the past year and especially in the last 6 weeks. 
 
We are so grateful to those of  you who continue to support our Pet Food Pantry. 
There were so many of  you that we couldn’t list it on this page. 
  
During December, we assisted 120  Families and also 6 emergency walk ins during 
the month.  We were able to feed 226 dogs, 7 puppies, 388 cats,   and 40 kittens. 
  
Our total distribution for December:  
Dog and Cat Food     1443  lbs    dog            856   lbs cat  
Dog and Cat Can Food     172  cans  dog            274  cans cat 
  
     
Total Distribution January through December:  
 Dry  Food     Dogs  16,803  lbs            Cats      10,190  lbs 
 Wet Food                   Dogs    2,401 cans          Cats       3,601  cans 
 
We have seen an increase 3000 lbs in dog food and 2,000 in at food. 
  
We are proud and grateful for all of  our volunteers who continue to help us. 
 
If  you have a few hours a month that you would like to help at the Pet Food Pantry, 
please give us a call.  Pantry will be open January 7th, 8th, and 9th from 9:30 am to 
12:30 pm.   The Spay-Neuter Clinic will resume in March. 
                 
 Please call Cynthia Greig at 255-2504 or Joanne at the Office. 535-6797. 
  
Thank you for your support. 



 
 

            
 

CELEBRATE JOHNSTOWN   
 
Celebrate Johnstown ushered in the New Year. The weather was cold and rainy, 
but everyone who attended had a great time 
 
Thank you to everyone who volunteered and to so many of  you who  
donated refreshments.     
  

 
 
 

2020 CHURCH ENVELOPES  
 
 
The 2020 Church envelopes and the 2019 Pledge Records will be available 
in the Church Hall after the weekend services. 

2020 PLEDGE CARDS 
 

Please take a few moments to fill our your 2020 Pledge Cards.  This will enable 
us to better prepare a 2020 Budget. 
 
As always thank you for your promptness and generosity.   

  



 
 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL PARISH 
 

 MEETING 
 
 

Sunday, January 26, 2020 
 
 

Following the 10:00 am Service 
 
 

Congregational Approval for 

Balancing the Budget 

Congregational Approval of  Revised By-Laws 

Election of  Deputies to Diocesan Convention 

 
All Parishioners are encouraged to attend! 



 
 St Mark’s Episcopal Church  

335 Locust St,  Johnstown, Pennsylvania 15901                                  (814) 535-6797 

E-mail: stmarks@atlanticbbn.net                                 www.saintmarksjohnstown.com 

Community Common Prayer 

New Zealand Night Prayer 

St. Mark’s is a church committed to the Lord and to ministry in downtown John-

stown. We are a congregation where everyone is important, where questions can 

be asked, and where worship matters. We strive “to make God known.” 

Night Prayer is the order of Compline from the New 

Zealand Prayer Book.   

This service is the ‘goodnight prayer of the Church’.  

It rounds off the day and prepares us for a quiet night.  

Night Prayer derives its content from the wisdom of the centuries in Scripture 
and above all in the psalms, but also from contemporary Christian experience 
of God.  

It celebrates the awareness that each of us who tries to pray is a part of the 
human whole.  

We are taken over the threshold from daytime, not in a mood of self-centered 
spirituality, but as representatives of humanity, acknowledging our creature-
hood before God.  

Refreshments and conversation will be available following the service. 

The service is free. 

All are welcome. 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Satruday

  1 2 3 4

JANUARY      

ma   HAPPY NEW YEAR   

  OFFICE CLOSED    5:00 pm Holy Eucharist II

   

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

 7:30 am Holy Eucharist II  10:00 am Bible Study 12:00 Holy Eucharist   9:00 am

10:00 am Holy Eucharist II 7:15 pm Boy Scouts          Mill House Café  6:30 pm Choir Practice
VESTRY RETREAT

   6:00 pm Book Study  7:00 pm Allied Artists   5:00 pm Holy Eucharist I

 PET FOOD  PET FOOD PET FOOD   

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

7:30 am Holy Eucharist I   10:00 am Bible Study 12:00 Holy Eucharist   

10:00 am Holy Eucharist II 7:15 pm Boy Scouts
      Mill House Café

6:15 pm Put People First   

            Vestry Meeting
  6:30 pm Choir Practice  5:00 pm Holy Eucharist II

                              

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

7:30 am Holy Eucharist II  10:00 am Bible Study    5:00 pm Holy Eucharist I

10:00 am Holy Eucharist II 7:15 pm Boy Scouts
         Mill House Café

12:00 Holy Eucharist  

   6:00 pm Book Study  6:30 pm Choir Practice   

    

26 27 28 29 30 31  

7:30 am Holy Eucharist I  10:00 am Bible Study 12:00 Holy Eucharist   

10:00 am Holy Eucharist II 7:15 pm Boy Scouts
         Mill House Café

 6:30 pm Choir Practice

 Special Parish Meeting    

   

 

 1-7, 1-8, 1-9 9:30 am to 12:30 pm  PET FOOD PANTRY

 1-19 6:30 pm Community Common Prayer  "Night Prayer"

  1-26 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AFTER 10:00  AM SERVICE



 Lay Ministers Altar Guild Counters Coffee Hour

January 4th  5:00 pm L. Loncella (L)  

   

January 5th  7:30 am     

    K. Batrus Open

 January 5th  10:00 am S. Martin  (L) D. Horner  D. Zawiskie

  

January 11th  5:00 pm L. Loncella (L)  

   

 January 12th  7:30 am    Open

    L. Loncella  

 January 12th  10:00 am C. Curry (L)  A. Whitlow B. Murray

     

 

 January 18th   5:00 pm L. Loncella (L)

  

January 19th  7:30 am    Open

  R. Burkert  

January 19th  10:00 am  A. Whitlow (L)  A. Sprankle P. Whitlow

   

 January 25th   5:00 pm L. Loncella (L)  

   

January 26th  7:30 am    Open

   K. Batrus A. Sprankle  

January 26th  10:00 am A. Sprankle (L) C. Adams H. Buchan

   


