
 

Evening Prayer for 

Maundy Thursday 

 

And foot washing, stripping 

away, and keeping watch 

 

 

April 9, 2020 

 

If I say, "Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light 

around me turn to night," darkness is not dark to thee, O Lord; 

the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to thee 

are both alike.     Psalm 139:10,11 

Confession of Sin 

The Officiant says to the people 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

Silence may be kept. 

 

Officiant and People together 

Almighty and most merciful Father, 

we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, 

we have followed too much the devices and desires of our 

    own hearts, we have offended against thy holy laws, 

we have left undone those things which we ought to 

    have done, 

and we have done those things which we ought not to 

    have done. 

But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 

spare thou those who confess their faults, 

restore thou those who are penitent, 

according to thy promises declared unto mankind 

in Christ Jesus our Lord; 

and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 

that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, 

to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 

The Officiant says 

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant us absolution and 

remission of all our sins, true repentance, amendment of 

life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit.   Amen. 



The Invitatory and Psalter 

Officiant and People 

Officiant   O God, make speed to save us. 

People   O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

O Gracious Light     Phos hilaron 

O gracious Light, 

pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 

O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!  

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 

and our eyes behold the vesper light, 

we sing thy praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

Thou art worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 

O Son of God, O Giver of life, 

and to be glorified though all the worlds.  

Psalm 116:1, 10-17 

1  

I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my 

supplication, * 

because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon 

him.  

10  

How shall I repay the LORD * 

for all the good things he has done for me?  

11  

I will lift up the cup of salvation * 

and call upon the Name of the LORD.  

12  

I will fulfill my vows to the LORD * 

in the presence of all his people.  

13  

Precious in the sight of the LORD * 

is the death of his servants.  

14  

O LORD, I am your servant; * 

I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 

you have freed me from my bonds.  

15  

I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving * 

and call upon the Name of the LORD.  

16  

I will fulfill my vows to the LORD * 

in the presence of all his people,  

17  

In the courts of the LORD'S house, * 

in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

Hallelujah!  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14 

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month 

shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month 

of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the 

tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for 

each household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall 

join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in 

proportion to the number of people who eat of it. [Your lamb shall be 

without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or 

from the goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this 

month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter 

it at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two 

doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. They shall 

eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with 



unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in 

water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. 

You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that 

remains until the morning you shall burn.] This is how you shall eat it: 

your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your 

hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. 

For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike 

down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and 

animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the 

LORD. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you 

live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall 

destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. This day shall be a day of 

remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; 

throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual 

ordinance.  

Here endeth the reading. 

The Song of Mary    Magnificat 

 Luke 1:46-55 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, * 

    and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

For he hath regarded * 

    the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold from henceforth * 

    all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me, * 

    and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him * 

    throughout all generations. 

He hath showed strength with his arm; * 

    he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat, * 

    and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things, * 

    and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, * 

    as he promised to our forefathers, 

    Abraham and his seed for ever.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the 

Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body that 

is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." In the same way he took 

the cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my 

blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." For as 

often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's 

death until he comes. 

Here endeth the reading. 

The Song of Simeon     Nunc dimittis 

         Luke 2:29-32 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, * 

    according to thy word; 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, * 

    which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, * 

    and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had 

come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his 

own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had 

already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray 

him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 



things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to 

God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel 

around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash 

the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around 

him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going 

to wash my feet?" Jesus answered, "You do not know now what I am 

doing, but later you will understand." Peter said to him, "You will 

never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have 

no share with me." Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only 

but also my hands and my head!" Jesus said to him, "One who has 

bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. 

And you are clean, though not all of you." For he knew who was to 

betray him; for this reason he said, "Not all of you are clean." 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to 

the table, he said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? 

You call me Teacher and Lord--and you are right, for that is what I 

am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 

ought to wash one another's feet. For I have set you an example, that 

you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, 

servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater 

than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed 

if you do them.  

Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been 

glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also 

glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I 

am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to 

the Jews so now I say to you, `Where I am going, you cannot come.' I 

give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I 

have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone 

will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."  

Question:  What gift of love have you bestowed this week to show that 

you are a disciple of Jesus? 

 

 

The Apostles' Creed 

Officiant and People together 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 

    who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

    born of the Virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, dead, and buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

    and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

    From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, 

    the holy catholic Church, 

    the communion of saints, 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting. Amen.  

The Prayers 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People And with thy spirit. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 



    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

        A 

V.    O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 

R.    And grant us thy salvation. 

V.    Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 

R.    And make thy chosen people joyful. 

V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

R.    For only in thee can we live in safety. 

V.    Lord, keep this nation under thy care; 

R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
V.    Let thy way be known upon earth; 

R.    Thy saving health among all nations. 

V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

Collect of the Day 

Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, 

instituted the Sacrament of his Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that 

we may receive it thankfully in remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who in these holy mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who 

now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Peace 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and 

all just works do proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace 

which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 

obey thy commandments, and also that by thee, we, being 

defended from the fear of all enemies, may pass our time in 

rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 

Savior.     Amen. 

For all facing the Coronavirus 

We pray for all who mourn their dead, for the thousands who have 

contracted the virus, for all who are quarantined, for those who are 

stranded away from home, for those who have lost their employment, 

for those who fear the present and the future, for children who cannot 

assemble for school, for parents with needs for child care, for 

physicians, nurses, respiratory therapists, and home health aides, for 

hospitals and clinics, for volunteers who are serving their 

communities, for medical researchers, for the World Health 

Organization, and for adequate and wise governmental policies, let us 

pray to God. 

God, have mercy 

O God, who dost manifest in thy servants the signs of thy 

presence:  Send forth upon us the Spirit of love, that in 

companionship with one another thine abounding grace may 

increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 

Please add you own intercessions and thanksgivings at this time. 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Foot Washing 

 

Those with families of two or more can still participate in the 

traditional practice of foot washing! Gather an empty basin or large 

bowl, several hand towels, and a pitcher or two of warm water. If 

desired, you may wish to add salts and/or aromatherapy oils to the 

water. Participants can begin the foot washing ceremony by saying the 

following prayer: “O Lord, be with us now as we demonstrate our 



love for one another as you loved us, through the act of washing each 

other’s feet. Amen.” One person sits in a chair and places their bare 

feet into the basin, while the other pours the pitcher of warm water 

over them and proceeds to gently wash their feet one by one and pat 

them dry. The partners then switch. The same process should be 

repeated for every person in the house. 

 

Practice: Stripping Away 

 

Traditionally on Maundy Thursday, churches remove all 

ornamentation from their altar spaces as a way of symbolizing Jesus 

being taken away. This “stripping of the altar” also “lifts the veil” of 

our religious adornments, revealing the raw, naked, hard reality of 

Jesus’ suffering, torture, and death. As you look around your home, 

think about what things you might “strip away” over the next few 

days. Perhaps your table linens, or some pieces of your home décor. It 

might be a habit or a special food from which you choose to refrain 

during this time (in addition to your regular Lenten fast). You might 

consider putting away your computer, or placing a veil over your 

television screen for the duration of the Triduum (until Saturday 

night). Try to get down to what is most essential. 

 

Practice: Keeping Watch 

 

Just before he was arrested, Jesus asked his disciples in the garden at 

Gethsemane to keep awake with him for just one hour, but they kept 

falling asleep. Commit at least one hour this evening to just sitting 

with Jesus. You may do this through any combination of practices: 

light a candle, doing centering prayer, sitting with images/icons, 

journaling, meditating, talking with God aloud, praying with the 

Anglican prayer beads, or reading the account of Jesus’ arrest in 

Scripture. This year we read from Matthew 26:17—75. 

 

 


