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A Note from Nancy – May 2020   

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
 We made it through Holy Week and Easter.  They were different 
from any other Holy Week and Easter we have ever experienced before.  
No getting dressed in our Easter finery, no church full of  flowers, no glo-
rious music ringing from the rafters,  and no  hugs with family and friends. 
(I think I miss that the most.)  BUT Jesus died on the cross and was resur-
rected from the dead again as always!  God is so faithful we were assured 
that despite what was happening in the secular world, Jesus would come 
alive again!  And Jesus is alive and doing wondrous things. 
 
 As our lives begin to change once again, let us use Jesus to help us 
navigate our “new normal”.  Life will not go back to what it once was.  It 
cannot.  We are changed.  The world has changed.  The virus is still pre-
sent with no sure treatment and no vaccine to assure our safety.  Many of  
us at St. Mark’s are in the most vulnerable groups because of  age and/or 
health concerns (including me).  We must remain vigilant and continue to 
use everything we can to prevent passing the virus to others or of  catching 
it ourselves. We must not pull back from washing our hands, staying social-
ly distant, sanitizing, and sheltering in place as much as possible. And we 
must not pull back from prayer and worship online or with the prayer 
book at home.  As Christians, that is what will keep us focused.  Keeping 
our faith strong through our relationships with God, Jesus Christ and the 
Holy Spirit will see us through. 
 
 I have a seminary classmate, having survived a bout with the virus, 
who calls sheltering in place, “sheltering in grace”.  I like that thought.  
When we shelter in grace, we take God with us.  We call on Jesus and the 
Holy Spirit to give us wisdom and strength to survive with humor, love 
and dignity.  As we move into another month of  uncertainty, anxiety and 
the unknown, let us rely on our faith to see us through with grace. 
 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
The Lord Is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Love, In Christ, 
 
Mother Nancy 
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Please remember  

St. Mark’s Church in your will.   



From the Senior Warden  
 
A Time of Change: 
March and April have been unusual this year … and that’s an understatement. As March began, we were  
already aware of the coronavirus and changing and adapting to protect ourselves and others. In a very 
short time everything changed! Schools and colleges closed their facilities as classes shifted to distance 
learning, “non-essential” businesses closed their doors, churches began streamed their services on 
YouTube and Facebook, restaurants transitioned to take-out offerings … the world seemed to have closed 
down. And yet, we have kept going, and St. Mark’s has kept going as well – thanks to modern technology 
and the postal service!  

Finances & Stewardship: 

Many thanks to all who continue to send their weekly/monthly offering envelopes to the church. We still 
have bills to pay for salaries and facilities upkeep. St. Mark’s applied for and received a Paycheck Protec-
tion Plan grant which will cover salary and benefits for Mother Nancy and Joanne. That’s a nice boost to 
our coffers and with reduced use of the building, the utility bills are a little lighter. But … many of our addi-
tional sources of income, the fund-raisers, will feel the effect of cancelled events and social distancing, and 
like all other investments, our endowment will feel the pinch, too. The Vestry will be looking for other 
ways to maintain  our budget.   

It is worth noting that the CARES Act includes a provision for charitable deduction for taxpayers who do 
not itemize. Beginning in 2020, individuals can deduct $300 in charitable contributions from their gross 
income even if they do not itemize their deductions.  

Planning – from Strategy to Action: 

The Vestry has began work converting some goals and specific objectives for our Strategic Plan into con-
crete, measurable actions.  Our first goal: Identify and engage with diverse and different populations in our 
community to share Christ’s love unconditionally. To that end, the Communications Committee has 
worked diligently to prepare material to distribute throughout the area and on our web site to further pro-
mote our mission. We are also exploring ways to become involved in at least three other faith-related ac-
tivities in our community and engage with service organizations in the community in order to become in-
volved in helping with addiction and treatment in the opioid crisis.  Our actions are progressing, albeit 
slowly.  

Be still, and know that I am God  (Ps 46:10) 

When life is hectic and very busy I need a strong reminder of  God’s eternal presence and that reminder is 
even more important in difficult and challenging times. Our spiritual practices are vital to staying grounded 
in God’s love. Prompted by a priest, about 20 years ago I started reading Forward Day by Day. I began with 
the little books, then received the daily devotion by email. More recently I have been reading it on line and 
participating in the on line FDBD forum. My day is better when I take time to be still, rest in scripture and 
my daily meditations. May your days be nurtured by God’s eternal presence.  

 

Blessings,  

Lisa  
Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through transformational 

worship and service. 



  

 

 

 Happy May Anniversary! 
 Vince & Irene Joyce 

 May 23, 1970 

 Happy 50th 

 

 Lois & Don Bender  Heidi & Sam Buchan 

 23 May 1959  22 May 1993 

                  

 HAPPY  MAY BIRTHDAY 

Name Date Name Date 

        Pam Mayer 13 

  Joanne Faint 6   Tim Wyant 15  

 Trish Corle 7   Sharon Howarth 23   

 Heidi Buchan 8   Betty McGrath 26 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PASTORAL CARE 

 

Please remember all mothers this Mother’s Day, your own, yourself and those who 

nurture others in their daily lives. Those who counsel and assist friends, family 

members, neighbors and strangers. Those who care for animals, nature and the 

Earth.   Perhaps you cannot be with your loved one at this crucial time of distancing, 

but remember, they are always in your heart and thoughts.  

 

A Mother’s Prayer For You  
I said a Mother’s Day prayer for you  
to thank the Lord above  
for blessing me with a lifetime  
of your tenderhearted love.  
I thanked God for the caring  
you’ve shown me through the years,  
for the closeness we’ve enjoyed  
in time of laughter and of tears.  
And so, I thank you from the heart  
for all you’ve done for me  
and I bless the Lord for giving me  
the best mother there could be!  
~ Anon. 

 

Happy Mother’s Day to you and blessings to you and yours this month of May. 

 

Pastoral Care Ministry 



 

Vestry Meeting 
  

 To be announced 

 

                 Pastoral Care 

All families of the church are encouraged to 
donate one dollar on the fourth Sunday of 
each month (May 24th) for our Pastoral Care.  

Please be sure to mark your donation sepa-
rately for Pastoral Care.    

                             

                              COLLECTIONS FOR THE MONTH OF MAY 

 

             Animal Welfare Ministry  
  

                

The First Collection of  the Month will be for our Animal Welfare Ministry. Thank 
you for your continued support and generosity. 

Rwandan Orphan: 

All families of the church are encouraged 
to donate $1.00 on the Third Sunday of 
each month  (May 17th ) for our Rwan-
dan Orphan, Josiane.  Please be sure to 
mark your donation separately for  
Rwandan Orphan. 

                                                     BUILDING FUND CAMPAIGN 

   

Your extra collection on the second  Sunday of  the month goes towards the 
renovation  of  the Narthex.  Hopefully, this will begin in late summer.   

  

Your continued generosity is making it happen! 

 

Finance Meeting 
  

 To Be Announced 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Flower and Plant Fund Raiser  
 

The ECW is having its annual Plant Sale “Fund Raiser” with Stuver’s Nursery.  
 
Please call the Office (535-6797) and we can mail your Coupons.  
 
There are two types of  coupons:  
 
Hanging basket/pouch coupons are $15.75. 
You pay the same price for a basket/pouch that you would without a coupon, but the ECW 
makes $5.00 per coupon and you pay no tax!  
 
Flat coupons (8 market packs) are $12.25.   
You can mix/match flower and vegetable market packs to make up your flat if  you like.  
 
This coupon is also good for five annuals (no perennials) in 4 1/2” pots.  NOTE:  The coupon 
DOES NOT INCLUDE “PROVEN WINNERS” in white or black pots.  
 
Again, you  pay the same price for a flat that you would without a coupon, but the ECW 
makes $3.00 per coupon and you pay no tax!  
 
These coupons make nice gifts for  Mother’s Day.  The coupons are available now and can be 
mailed to you.  They will expire 6/1/2019.       

HAM LOAFS AVAILABLE 

 

We still have some 1 lb Ham Loafs available.  

 

Please call the office if  you are interested.   Price is $7 for a 1 lb loaf. 



 

       ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL 

  St. Mark’s Animal Welfare Ministry 

335 Locust St. 

Johnstown, Pa.   15901 

                     

Well, we are completing another busy month at the Pet Food Pantry. We held our Pet Pantry 
outside in the Courtyard, due to restrictions with the Coronavirus. Everyone was grateful that 
we were able to be open.  We will continue to help feed our Pets as long as funds are available.  
So many people are out of  work and struggling.  We would like to thank the following donors 
who have helped during these trying times: Col. & Mrs. Robert Portante, Mr. & Mrs. Pat 
McGlynn, Jean & David Stombaugh, Joan Cesare, Denise Weinzierl,  Mrs. Marion Gaydos, Ju-
dith Frombach, John & Betty Gritzer, Francine Falchini, Agnes Gramling, Ms Jane S. Oleksak, 
Gretchen Burkhart, Mr. & Mrs. Delbert Hess, Valerie Kasper, Donna & James Hollis, Patricia 
Valari, Carol Adams,  Beverly Noel, Karen & Barry Orner, Barbara L. Jamison, Charlene Stan-
ton, Brenda Molnar,  Valerie & John Jones, JoAnn Tomb, Alisa Murphy,  Jan N. Hanechak, 
Nicholas Bocher & Susan Kalcik, Annette M. Kristofco,  Patricia Taylor, Judith Zubal, June 
Farougi, Gary Howarth,  Theresa Kosaber, for their  continued generosity.   

 

During the month of  April we assisted 143 Families, with 18 of  them being new to the Pet 
Food Pantry.  We were also able to give additional food due to your generosity. 

 

We were able to help feed:    193 Dogs   and    15  Puppies 

        400 Cats    and    39  Kittens  

Totals for the month of  April were: 

Dogs:               Dry  food   1429 lbs          100 Cans             

Cats:      Dry  food    904  lbs          165 Cans     

 

We thought it best to purchase more dry food as we are not able to buy canned food at many 
of  the supply stores and the cost of  canned goods is extremely high at this time. 

  

Total for January thru April: 

Dogs       Dry Food    7542 lbs   892  Cans                        

Cats             Dry Food    5243 lbs     1039 Cans 

 

Pet Food Dates for May:  9:30 am to 12:30 pm. May 14th, 15th, 16th,    

 

God Bless All of  You and Keep You Safe During These Trying Times, 

 Cynthia Greig, and Joanne McKinley 


