Hymn 400

Morning Prayer
for the Sixth
Sunday of Easter

All creatures of our God and King

All creatures of our God and king
Lift up your voices, let us sing,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Bright burning sun with golden beams,
Pale silver moon that gently gleams.
Refrain
O praise Him! O praise Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Great rushing winds and breezes soft
You clouds that ride the heavens aloft,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Fair rising morn, with praise rejoice,
Stars nightly shining, find a voice.
Refrain
Swift flowing water, pure and clear,
Make music for your Lord to hear,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Fire so intense and fiercely bright,
You give to us both warmth and light.
Refrain
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Dear mother earth, you day by day
Unfold your blessings on our way,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
All flowers and fruits that in you grow,
Let them His glory also show.
Refrain

All you with mercy in your heart,
Forgiving others, take your part,
O sing now! Alleluia!
All you that pain and sorrow bear,
Praise God and cast on Him your care.

Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed: Come let us adore him.
Alleluia.

Refrain

Alleluia.
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *
therefore let us keep the feast,
Not with old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.

And even you, most gentle death,
Waiting to hush our final breath,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
You lead back home the child of God,
For Christ our Lord that way has trod.
Refrain
Let all things their creator bless,
And worship Him in humbleness,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Praise God the Father, praise the Son,
And praise the Spirit, Three in One.
Refrain

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Christ our Passover Pascha nostrum
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *
death no longer has dominion over him.
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *
but the life he lives, he lives to God.
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, *
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.
Christ has been raised from the dead, *
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
For since by a man came death, *
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam all die, *
so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.

Psalm 66:7-18

The Invitatory and Psalter

Jubilate Deo

Officiant Lord, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

7 Bless our God, you peoples; *
make the voice of his praise to be heard;

Officiant and People

8 Who holds our souls in life, *
and will not allow our feet to slip.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

9 For you, O God, have proved us; *
you have tried us just as silver is tried.
10 You brought us into the snare; *
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.
11 You let enemies ride over our heads;
we went through fire and water; *
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.
12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings
and will pay you my vows, *
which I promised with my lips
and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble.
13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts
with the smoke of rams; *
I will give you oxen and goats.

Acts 17:22-31
Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how
extremely religious you are in every way. For as I went through the
city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found
among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What
therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God
who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven
and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he
served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he
himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one
ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted
the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where
they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope
for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us.
For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of
your own poets have said,
‘For we too are his offspring.’

14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, *
and I will tell you what he has done for me.
15 I called out to him with my mouth, *
and his praise was on my tongue.
16 If I had found evil in my heart, *
the Lord would not have heard me;

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is
like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and
imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human
ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because
he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has
given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

17 But in truth God has heard me; *
he has attended to the voice of my prayer.

Here ends the reading.

18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, *
nor withheld his love from me.

19

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

O ruler of the universe, Lord God,
great deeds are they that you have done, *
surpassing human understanding.

The Song of the Redeemed
Revelation 15:3-4

Magna et mirabilia

Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, *
O King of all the ages.
Who can fail to do you homage, Lord,
and sing the praises of your Name? *
for you only are the Holy One.
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, *
because your just and holy works have been revealed.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

1 Peter 3:13-22
Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even
if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear
what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify
Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who
demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it
with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that,
when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in
Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if
suffering should be God's will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ
also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in
order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made
alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to
the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God
waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in
which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And
baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of
dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience,
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and
is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made
subject to him.
Here ends the reading.

Hymn 291

We plow the fields and scatter

1 We plow the fields and scatter
the good seed on the land,
but it is fed and watered
by God's almighty hand.
He sends the snow in winter,
the warmth to swell the grain,
the breezes and the sunshine,
and soft refreshing rain.
Refrain:
All good gifts around us
are sent from heav'n above;
then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord
for all his love.
2 He only is the Maker
of all things near and far;
he paints the wayside flower,
he lights the evening star;
the wind and waves obey him,
by him the birds are fed;
much more to us, his children,
he gives our daily bread. [Refrain]
3 We thank you, then, O Father,
for all things bright and good:
the seed-time and the harvest,
our life, our health, our food;
no gifts have we to offer
for all your love imparts,
but that which you desire now:
our humble, thankful hearts! [Refrain]

John 14:15-21
Jesus said, ”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I
will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with
you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he
abides with you, and he will be in you.
”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while
the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live,
you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father,
and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and
keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be
loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”
Here ends the reading.

For the Apostles, that was a blessing. For me also, that is a
blessing. I am never alone. And I know that I can even feel the
human touch of the Spirit, if I will let it.
When I lived in Fort Walton Beach, Florida, I went through a
period when I felt overwhelmed with life. I felt that God had
abandoned me. My priest suggested that I go to the beach and talk to
Jesus and ask him to put his arms around me so I would know that I
wasn’t alone. I did not need to feel so overwhelmed. Well, I went to
the beach but I couldn’t bring myself to ask Jesus to hold me. That
would be too creepy. (That’s what I thought anyway). So as I sat
there on a piece of driftwood talking to God, I finally got up the nerve
to ask that Jesus hold my hand. It wasn’t long before I did feel Jesus’
hand touch mine. Jesus was with me. As our psalm today says:
17 But in truth God has heard me; *
he has attended to the voice of my prayer.

Sermon
Alleluia! Christ is risen. The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
We have been sheltering in place or “sheltering in grace” for a
significant amount of time now. If you are an extrovert, I know that
you are struggling and wanting to get out and just do something, see
someone, connect with the world once again. If you are an introvert,
like me, the time at home may not be as confining for you as it may be
for someone else, but you are probably beginning to look for a way to
escape the walls of the house too. I know I am. I even look forward to
mowing the grass, if the rain would stop long enough to let me. But I
have to admit, even with five cats in the house, I get lonely at times. I
long for a human voice and a human touch. The voice problem can be
remedied by a phone call or two. The touch problem may not be
remedied for some time if I understand the risks of the virus correctly.
What to do?
That’s when I turn to Jesus. In today’s Gospel reading, he
says, “I will not leave you orphaned. I will ask God to give another
advocate to be with you for ever. This will be the spirit of truth”

18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, *
nor withheld his love from me.
I was not alone. I am not alone, now. You are not alone. It
will still be awhile before life returns to some type of normal, what
ever that may be. We are not alone, ever. Let us use God, Jesus and
the Holy Spirit every day to see us through.
Alleluia! Christ is risen. The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
The Apostles' Creed
Officiant and People together
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Form V
Deacon or other leader
In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy"
(or "Kyrie eleison").
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth
and love, and be found without fault at the day of your
coming, we pray to you, O Lord.
Here and after every petition the People respond

The Prayers
Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.
Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven, Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
hallowed be your Name,
thy kingdom come,
your kingdom come,
thy will be done,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
on earth as in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. Give us today our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, Save us from the time of trial,
but deliver us from evil.
and deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
For the kingdom, the power,
and the power, and the glory,
and the glory are yours,
for ever and ever. Amen.
now and for ever. Amen.

Kyrie eleison.

or Lord, have mercy.

For Michael,our Presiding Bishop, for Dorsey, our own Bishop,
for all bishops and other ministers, and for all the holy people
of God, we pray to you, O Lord.
For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our
divisions may cease, and that all may be one as you and the
Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord.
For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may
preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth, we pray to you, O
Lord.
For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost
their faith, that they may receive the light of the Gospel, we
pray to you, O Lord.
For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and
forbearance may grow among nations and peoples, we pray
to you, O Lord.
For those in positions of public trust, especially Donald, our President,
and Tom, our Governor, that they may serve justice, and promote the
dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

For all who live and work in this community [especially
], we pray to you, O Lord.]]

Silence
The Collect of the Day

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use
of the riches of creation, that the world may be freed from
poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you, O Lord.
For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for
refugees, prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may
be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord.
For this congregation [for those who are present, and for
those who are absent], that we may be delivered from
hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all that we
do, we pray to you, O Lord.
For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all
whom we have injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.
For ourselves; for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the
grace of the Holy Spirit to amend our lives, we pray to you, O
Lord.
For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for
our families, friends, and neighbors; that being freed from
anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to
you, O Lord.

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as
surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you,
that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain your
promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.
A Collect for Sundays
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of
the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this
day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week
to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole
body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified:
Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before
you for all members of your holy Church, that in their
vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you;
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
For our Country

For

, we pray to you, O Lord.

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and
those whose faith is known to you alone, that, with all the
saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain
or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.
Rejoicing in the fellowship of [the ever-blessed Virgin Mary,
(blessed Mark) and] all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one
another, and all our life to Christ our God.
To you, O Lord our God.

Almighty God, who has given us this good land for our heritage: We
humbly beseech you that we may always prove ourselves a people
mindful of your favor and glad to do your will. Bless our land with
honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from
violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from
every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united
people the multitudes brought here out of many kindreds and tongues.
Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in your Name we
entrust the authority of government, that there may be justice and
peace at home, and that, through obedience to your law, we may show
forth your praise among the nations of the earth. In the time of

prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble,
suffer not our trust in you to fail; all which we ask through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
For Guidance
O God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and
light rises up in darkness for the godly: Grant us, in all
our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask what you
would have us to do, that the Spirit of wisdom may save
us from all false choices, and that in your light we may see
light, and in your straight path may not stumble; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Hymn 518

Christ is made the sure foundation

Christ is made the sure foundation,
Christ the head and cornerstone,
chosen of the Lord, and precious,
binding all the Church in one;
holy Zion's help for ever,
and her confidence alone.
All that dedicated city,
dearly loved of God on high,
in exultant jubilation
pours perpetual melody;
God the One in Three adoring
in glad hymns eternally.
To this temple, where we call thee,
come, O Lord of Hosts, today;
with thy wonted loving-kindness
hear thy servants as they pray,
and thy fullest benediction
shed within its walls alway.
Here vouchsafe to all thy servants
what they ask of thee of gain;
what they gain from thee, for ever
with the blessèd to retain,
and hereafter in thy glory
evermore with thee to reign.
Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.
Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14

