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Hymn 388                       O worship the King, all glorious above!  

1. O worship the King all glorious above, 

and gratefully sing his power and his love: 

our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 

pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

 

2. O tell of his might and sing of his grace, 

whose robe is the light, whose canopy space; 

his chariots of wrath the deep thunder-clouds form, 

and dark is his path on the wings of the storm. 

 

3. The earth, with its store of wonders untold, 

Almighty, thy power hath founded of old; 

hath stablished it fast, by a changeless decree, 

and round it hth cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

 

4. Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 

It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 

and sweetly distils in the dew and the rain. 

 

5. Frail children of dust and feeble as frail, 

in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail; 

thy  mercies, how tender, how firm to the end! 

our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend. 
 

 

 

THE LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before 

him.                                                                                           Hab. ii.20 

Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be alway 

acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.  
                                                                                              Psalm xix. 14. 

 



Then the Minister shall say, 

 

DEARLY beloved brethren, the Scripture moveth us, in sundry places, 

to acknowledge and confess our mani-fold sins and wickedness; and 

that we should not dissemble nor cloak them before the face of 

Almighty God our heavenly Father; but confess them with an humble, 

lowly, penitent, and obedient heart; to the end that we may obtain  

forgiveness of the same, by his infinite goodness and mercy. And 

although we ought, at all times, humbly to acknowledge our sins 

before God; yet ought we chiefly so to do, when we assemble and 

meet together to render thanks for the great benefits that we have 

received at his hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to hear his 

most holy Word, and to ask those things which are requisite and 

necessary, as well for the body as the soul. Wherefore I pray and 

beseech you, as many as are here present, to accompany me with a 

pure heart, and humble voice, unto the throne of the heavenly grace, 

saying— 

 

A General Confession 

  

To be said by the whole Congregation, 

 

.ALMIGHTY and most merciful Father; We have erred, and strayed 

from thy ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices 

and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against thy holy 

laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; 

And we have done those things which we ought not to have done; And 

there is no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 

miserable offenders. Spare thou those, O God, who confess their 

faults. Restore thou those who are penitent; According to thy promises 

declared unto mankind In Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O most 

merciful Father, for his sake; That we may hereafter live a godly, 

righteous, and sober life, To the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 

 

 

The Declaration of Absolution, or Remission of Sins. 

  

Priest: 

ALMIGHTY God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth 

not the death of a sinner, but rather that he may turn from his 

wickedness and live, hath given power, and commandment, to his 

Ministers, to declare and pronounce to his people, being penitent, the 

Absolution and Remission of their sins. He pardoneth and absolveth 

all those who truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel. 

Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us true repentance, and his Holy 

Spirit, that those things may please him which we do at this present; 

and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure and holy; so that at 

the last we may come to his eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

Venite, exultemus Domino. 

    O COME, let us sing unto the LORD; * 

 let us heartily re-joice in the strength of our salvation. 

    Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving; * 

 And show ourselves glad in him with psalms. 

    For the LORD is a great God; *  

and a great King above all gods. 

    In his hand are all the corners of the earth; *  

and the strength of the hills is his also. 

    The sea is his, and he made it; * 

 and his hands prepared the dry land. 

    O come, let us worship and fall down, *  

and kneel before the LORD our Maker. 

    For he is the Lord our God; * 

 and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 

    O worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; * 

 let the whole earth stand in awe of him. 

    For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth; * 

 And with righteousness to judge the world, and the peoples with his 

truth. 

 

 

 



Psalm 119:129-136 

129 Your decrees are wonderful; * 

therefore I obey them with all my heart. 

130 When your word goes forth it gives light; * 

it gives understanding to the simple. 

131 I open my mouth and pant; * 

I long for your commandments. 

132 Turn to me in mercy, * 

as you always do to those who love your Name. 

133 Steady my footsteps in your word; * 

let no iniquity have dominion over me. 

134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, * 

and I will keep your commandments. 

135 Let your countenance shine upon your servant * 

and teach me your statutes. 

136 My eyes shed streams of tears, * 

because people do not keep your law. 

GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, *  

and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, * 

world without end. Amen 

 

Then shall be read the First Lesson, according to the Table or Calendar. And NOTE, That before every 

Lesson, the Minister shall say, Here beginneth such a Chapter (or Verse of such a Chapter) of such a 

Book; and after every Lesson  Here endeth the First (or the Second) Lesson. 

First Lesson                                               1 Kings 3:5-12 

Here beginneth the fifth verse of the 3rd chapter of the First Book of 

Kings 

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and 

God said, “Ask what I should give you.” And Solomon said, “You 

have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, 

because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 

uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great 

and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 

And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place 

of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know 

how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the 

people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they 

cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore an 

understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between 

good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?”  

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, 

“Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long 

life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for 

yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to 

your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like 

you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.”  

Here endeth the First Lesson 

Te Deum laudamus. 

WE praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 

All the earth doth worship thee, the Father everlasting. 

To thee all Angels cry aloud; the Heavens, and all the Powers therein; 

To thee Cherubim and Seraphim continually do cry, Holy, Holy, Holy,   

Lord God of Sabaoth; 

Heaven and earth are full of the Majesty of thy glory. 

The glorious company of the Apostles praise thee. 

The goodly fellowship of the Prophets praise thee. 

The noble army of Martyrs praise thee. 

The holy Church throughout all the world doth acknowledge thee; 

The Father, of an infinite Majesty; Thine adorable, true, and only Son; 



Also the Holy Ghost, the Comforter.  

 

THOU art the King of Glory, O Christ.  

Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father. 

When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man, thou didst humble thyself 

to be born of a Virgin. 

When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death, thou didst open the 

Kingdom of Heaven to all believers. 

Thou sittest at the right hand of God, in the glory of the Father. 

We believe that thou shalt come to be our Judge. 

We therefore pray thee, help thy servants, whom thou hast redeemed 

with thy precious blood. 

Make them to be numbered with thy Saints, in glory everlasting. 

 

O LORD, save thy people, and bless thine heritage. 

Govern them, and lift them up for ever. 

Day by day we magnify thee;  

And we worship thy Name ever, world without end. 

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin. 

O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us. 

O Lord, let thy mercy be upon us, as our trust is in thee. 

O Lord, in thee have I trusted; let me never be confounded. 

 

Second Lesson                                     Romans 8:26-39 

Here beginneth the twenty-sixth verse of the eighth chapter of the 

letter to the Romans. 

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray 

as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for 

words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of 

the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the 

will of God. 

We know that all things work together for good for those who love 

God, who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he 

foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, 

in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those 

whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also 

justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is 

against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for 

all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will 

bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to 

condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at 

the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate 

us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, 

or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all day long; 

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”  

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 

loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 

nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 

height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Here endeth the second lesson. 

 
Benedictus. St. Luke i. 68. 

 

BLESSED be the Lord God of Israel; * for he hath visited and 

redeemed his people; 

And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us, * in the house of his 

servant David; 

As he spake by the mouth of his holy Prophets, * which have been 

since the world began; 

That we should be saved from our enemies, * and from the hand of all 

that hate us. 

 

To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers, * and to remember 

his holy covenant; 

To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham, * that 

he would give us; 



That we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies* might serve 

him without fear; 

In holiness and righteousness before him, * all the days of our life. 

And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: * for thou 

shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; 

To give knowledge of salvation unto his people * for the remission of 

their sins,  

Through the tender mercy of our God; * whereby the day-spring from 

on high hath visited us; 

To give light to them that sit in darkness, and in the shadow of death, * 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 

Third Lesson                                   Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 

Here beginneth the thirty-first verse of the thirteenth chapter of the 

Gospel of Matthew. The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that 

someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, 

but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, 

so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”  

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast 

that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all 

of it was leavened.” 

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which 

someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has 

and buys that field. 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 

pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he 

had and bought it. 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the 

sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it 

ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 

So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and 

separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of 

fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to 

them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of 

heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure 

what is new and what is old.” 

Here endeth the third lesson. 

Sermon 

 If someone was to ask me what my favorite passage from 

scripture is, my answer would be Romans 8:38-39- nothing “ in all 

creation can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.”   Nothing! 

 That certainly is what gets me through the days and nights, 

especially now.  We are unable to safely come to church.  We are 

unable to safely partake in the Eucharist.  We are unable to safely be 

the body of Christ in community.  It is very, very frustrating.  I want to 

see all of you kneeling, sitting and standing in the nave, singing and 

praying and being together in Christ’s love as we were on March 15, 

2020.  I want to be able to preach to you in person, sharing the story of 

Jesus Christ and being able to watch your interest in the words being 

received, or not.  I want, I want, I want. 

 However, it is in the times like these that we must remember 

that we are continually connected to God through Jesus Christ.  It is 

now that we must remember that God continues to work through us to 

accomplish the work that God calls us to do even if it is through social 

media, phone calls, hand written notes, friendly waves to your 

neighbors or attending a meeting or church service through Zoom.  

God will never let us down, even during the hard times.  God will 

never let us down, even when we think that God has.  God will never 

let us down, period. 

 I am reminded of this every day and I hope you are too.  Our 

world is struggling with the coronavirus, racism, confusing responses 

by governments and persons in charge, persons striving for power, 

persons in fear for their livelihood and in some places, even their lives. 

We are being asked to make hard decisions:  do I send my child to 



school when school reopens?  Do I go back to work when work 

reopens?  Do I go to church when church reopens?  Do I go out to eat 

at a restaurant or meet friends at a bar when they reopen? Do I go to 

visit family in another state?  Do I fly to a vacation spot?  How will 

my decisions affect me, my family, my colleagues, my employees, my 

friends, and my neighbors?  Will I mitigate the concerns or will I 

exacerbate the problems? How do I know which decision to make? 

 Ask God.  Rely on God to give you the answers that are right 

for you.  Rely on God to fill your mind and your heart with love and 

show you how to pass that love on to others.  Rely on God through 

Jesus Christ to be present with you in every situation you face every 

day.  Rely on those nudges from God that some people call “a God 

thing” or ”a Godwink” or a coincidence.  Be always listening for God 

and keeping yourself open to communication from God.  It may be in 

the form of words from a friend, a book, or a movie.  It may be in the 

form of a new idea or suggestion.  It may come from a dog, or a cat or 

a bird, or any animal.  It may come as a surprise.  Go with it.  Rely on 

God.  

“Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or 

distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 

loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 

nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 

height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Amen. 

  

 
Then shall be said the Apostle's Creed by the Minister and the People.  And any Churches may, instead of 

the words, He descended into Hell, use the words, He went into the place of departed spirits, which are 

considered as words of the same meaning in the Creed. 
or the Creed commonly called the Nicene 

 

I BELIEVE in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth, And of all things visible and invisible:  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God; Begotten 

of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God 

of Very God: Begotten, not made; Being of one substance with the 

Father; By whom all things were made: Who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven, And was incarnate by the Holy 

Ghost of the Virgin Mary, And was made man: And was crucified also 

for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried: And the third 

day he rose again according to the Scriptures: And ascended into 

heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of the Father: And he shall come 

again, with glory, to judge both the quick and the dead; Whose king-

dom shall have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Ghost, The Lord, and Giver of Life, Who 

proceedeth from the Father and the Son; Who with the Father and the 

Son together is worshipped and glorified; Who spake by the Prophets: 

And I believe one Catholic and Apostolic Church: I acknowledge one 

Baptism for the remission of sins: And I look for the Resurrection of 

the dead: And the Life of the world to come. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom  

come. Thy will be done on earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; But deliver 

us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 Minister.  O Lord, show thy mercy upon us. 

  Answer. And grant us thy salvation. 

  Minister. O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

  Answer.  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.  

 

 

 

Answer. 

Minister. 

The Lord be with you. 

And with thy spirit.  

Let us pray. 



The Collect of the Day 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is 

strong, nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; 

that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things 

temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Peace 

O GOD, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in 

knowledge of whom standeth our eternal life, whose service is perfect 

freedom; Defend us thy humble servants in all assaults of our enemies; 

that we, surely trusting in thy defence, may not fear the power of any 

adversaries, through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

A Collect for Grace.  

O LORD, our heavenly Father, Almighty and everlasting God, who 

hast safely brought us to the beginning of this day; Defend us in the 

same with thy mighty power; and grant that this day we fall into no 

sin, neither run into any kind of danger; but that all our doings, being 

ordered by thy governance, may be righteous in thy sight; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer for The President of the United States ,and all in Civil 

Authority. 

O LORD our Governor, whose glory is in all the world; We commend 

this nation to thy merciful care, that being guided by thy Providence, 

we may dwell secure in thy peace. Grant to THE PRESIDENT OF 

THE UNITED STATES and to all in authority, wisdom and strength 

to know and to do thy will. Fill them with the love of truth and 

righteous-ness; and make them ever mindful of their calling to serve 

this people in thy fear; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and 

reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. 

Amen. 

A Prayer for the Clergy and People. 

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, from whom come the very good 

and perfect gift; Send down upon our Bishops, and other Clergy, and 

upon the Congregations committed to their charge, the healthful Spirit 

of thy grace; and, that they may truly please thee, pour upon them the 

continual dew of thy blessing. Grant this, O Lord, for the honour of 

our Advocate and Mediator, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

A Prayer for all Conditions of Men. 

OGOD, the Creator and Preserver of all mankind, we humbly beseech 

thee for all sorts and conditions of men; that thou wouldest be pleased 

to make thy ways known unto them, thy saving health unto all nations. 

More especially we pray for thy holy Church universal; that it may be 

so guided and governed by thy good Spirit, that all who profess and 

call themselves Christians may be led into the way of truth, and hold 

the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of 

life. Finally, we com-mend to thy fatherly goodness all those who, are 

any ways afflicted, or distressed, in mind, body, or estate; [* especially 

those for whom our prayers are desired] that it may please thee to 

comfort and relieve them, according to their several necessities; giving 

them patience under their sufferings, and a happy issue out of all their 

afflictions. And this we beg for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.  

A General Thanksgiving. 

ALMIGHTY God, Father of all mercies, we, thine unworthy servants, 

do give thee most humble and hearty thanks for all thy goodness and 

loving-kindness to us, and to all men; [* particularly to those who 

desire now to offer up their praises and thanksgivings for thy late 

mercies vouchsafed unto them.] We bless thee for our creation, 

preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all, for thine 

inestimable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus 

Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we 

beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies, that our hearts 

may be unfeignedly  thankful; and that we show forth thy praise, not 

only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to thy 

service, and by walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all 



our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the 

Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, world without end. Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom. 

ALMIGHTY God, who hast given us grace at this time with one 

accord to make our common supplications unto thee; and dost promise 

that when two or three are gathered together in thy Name thou wilt 

grant their requests; Fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of 

thy servants, as may be most expedient for them; granting us in this 

world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life 

everlasting. Amen 

Hymn 488                                                               Be thou my vision 

 

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

naught be all else to me, save that thou art-- 

thou my best thought by day or by night, 

waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 

thou my great Father, thine own may I be; 

thou in me dwelling, and I one with thee. 

3 High King of heaven, when victory is won, 

may I reach heaven's joys, bright heaven's Sun! 

Heart of my heart, whatever befall, 

still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

2 Cor. xiii. 14. 

 

THE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 


