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Please remember 
St. Mark’s  Church in your will. 

  

A Note from Nancy – September 2020 

 September is here and we will be opening the church for in per-
son worship Sunday, Sept. 13, 2020.  (The date was incorrect in my note 
last month.)  We will continue to do Morning Prayer for at least a month 
until the kinks have been worked out and then, hopefully, we will go to 
the Eucharist.  In either case, things will be very different from what we 
are used to so be prepared. 
1. Everyone will be asked to wear a mask. 
2. The only door open to enter the church will be the entrance through 

the courtyard since that is the only handicapped accessible way in.  
Please enter through that door only.  Everyone will be asked to exit 
through that door at the end of the service as well. 

3. Please use the hand sanitizer that will be just inside the door as you 
come in. 

4. If you must use the bathrooms, please sanitize when you are finished.  
There will be cleaning spray and paper towels available for that pur-
pose. 

5.  There will be a wooden box to drop your pledges and church sup-
port into in the hallway leading into the nave.  That will be opened 
and the money counted at least 72 hours after Sunday. 

6. Please pick up a bulletin as you enter and then either take it home or 
drop it into the trash receptacle by the door as you leave.  There will 
be no prayer books, hymnals or bibles in the pews. 

7. Places to sit will be clearly marked in the pews.  Family groups who 
live together may sit together.  Everyone else is asked to sit at least 6 
feet away from any other person. 

8. No singing will be allowed.  Please read the words to the hymns as 
the music is played. 

9. Please refrain from handshakes, hugs, etc.  Nod or bow to your 
neighbors instead to acknowledge them.  This will be difficult for 
most of us but is necessary to keep everyone safe. 

10. We will continue to carry the service via Zoom for those who do not 
feel comfortable coming in person. 

11. After the service, please depart in single file while maintaining at least 
a 6 foot distance between family groups. Do not congregate in the 
courtyard or the parking lot. 

 The full reopening plan that was approved by the diocese is lo-
cated elsewhere in the Grapevine.  

Please read it before attending your first service back.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Mother Nancy or any member of the vestry. 

 Remember church has changed, but has not ended. 

Love,  In Christ, 

Mother Nancy 



From the Senior Warden  

Beginning of the New School Year  

September always marks the beginning of a new school year and it will be a school year 
like no other! At St. Marks we making plans to begin some new activities as well. Usual-
ly we have a busy calendar of events for the fall.  

Make a note that we will be opening up the church for in person Sunday worship ser-
vices  beginning Sunday, September 13. As Mother Nancy has mentioned in her note, 
the detailed Plan for Reopening the Church is elsewhere in this issue of the Grapevine.  
Please take the time to carefully review the details in Mother Nancy’s note and to read 
the entire plan. The protocols were developed based on guidelines from the Diocese 
nd the CDC.  

Vestry Activity: 

The Vestry continues to be active—even if not visible.  Donovan Pendell and Eric Pavic 
completed the annual review of our financial records and submitted the Parish Audit to 
the Diocese.  

Digital Ministry Grant:  

We submitted a proposal for the Parish Mission Grant for Digital Ministry Initiatives 
and are waiting to hear if it has been approved. Many thanks to Pam Hysong who 
worked with out tech support team to determine our needs obtain quotes for the tech-
nology and to Louise Meade who crafted the language of the proposal. We requested 
funds for equipment (camera and tripod), technology (enhancing our WiFi so it reach-
es the church) and digital services (upgrade the Zoom account). We will continue 
streaming our Sunday services once we open the church and post them on the web site 
and Facebook page.  Other plans, including a Virtual Bible Study (starting in Septem-
ber), are in the works.    

Annual Meeting & Elections to Vestry:  

Our Annual Meeting, traditionally held on the last Sunday of September, will take 
place on Sunday, September 27. This is our annual gathering to review the state of the 
Parish for the past year and (most importantly) to elect new members to the Vestry. 
This year there are four positions to fill: three 3-year terms and one 1-year term.  
Please read the letter from Adam Sprankle and the Nominating Committee on the next 
page and give prayerful consideration of a calling to serve on the Vestry.  Contact Ad-
am if you feel called to serve or have a suggestion.  

Blessings,  

Lisa  
Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through transformational 

worship and service. 



From the Nominating Committee 

                      

“Jesus calls us, by thy mercies, Savior, make us hear thy call;  

Give our hearts to thine obedience, Serve and love thee best of all.” 

Hymn 549. Jesus Calls Us; O’er the tumult, ~Cecil Frances Alexander 1818-1895 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of St. Mark’s, 

It is that time of year when we are looking to nominate new members to the Vestry of St. Marks. The 
Nominating Committee is seeking to fill three three-year term positions and one one-year term position. 

Long-time members of St. Mark’s and life-long Episcopalians may know that the Vestry is the legal repre-
sentative of the parish. Its primary responsibility is to define and articulate the mission of the Parish and 
support that mission in various ways. There are other responsibilities which include seeing that the finan-
cial affairs of the Parish are administered faithfully and that that the property is maintained. Serving on 
Vestry is a calling and a ministry. 

During these trying times as we deal with Covid-19 and its impact upon St. Marks, our lives, and commu-
nities, now is a very important and crucial moment of prayer, discernment and calling for the sake of our 
continuity and impact on the greater Johnstown community. 

We are reaching out to the members of St. Mark’s to give reflective and prayerful consideration to serv-
ing on the Vestry. To help in discerning a call to serve on Vestry you might ask yourself and God the fol-
lowing questions, 

“What is my vocational call to this Vestry?” 

“How do my unique skills, gifts and passions fit with the work that God is calling the ves-
try and congregation to do?” 

If after prayerful reflection and consideration, you have questions regarding the responsibilities, criteria 
and requirements of a Vestry member, feel free to contact Adam Sprankle, Jr. Warden, or Sr. Warden, 
Lisa Bell-Loncella, Reverend Nancy Threadgill or current members of the Vestry. If you would like to have 
a copy of the Vestry Bylaws to help in your prayerful consideration, please ask. For more about the role 
of the Vestry, follow the link to the National Church website (https://episcopalchurch.org/library/
glossary/vestry). 

As the Junior Warden, serving on the vestry has been one of the most rewarding and fulfilling ministries 
that I have served on. It has been my experience that this calling has built and strengthened my relation-
ships with other members of the vestry and parish, and especially my relationship with God. 

In closing, we humbly ask all to consider this calling. This is a crucial time for St. Mark’s, and this is a great 
request, but you may find it to be one of the most rewarding. 

Please submit your candidacy to  

Adam W. Sprankle, Jr. Warden ,St. Marks Episcopal Church  

Chair of Nominating Committee  

awsprankle@gmail.com  

In Peace, 

Adam W Sprankle, Junior Warden  

Lisa Bell-Loncella, Sr. Warden  

The Nomination Committee 

Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through transformational 
worship and service. 

https://episcopalchurch.org/library/glossary/vestry
https://episcopalchurch.org/library/glossary/vestry
mailto:awsprankle@gmail.com


Reopening Plan for St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Johnstown, PA. 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Johnstown currently provides Morning Prayer via Zoom every Sunday at 

10:00 AM.  Bulletins for the service are provided electronically to our usual email communication list, as 

well as placed on our Facebook page and website. For those members who do not have access to a computer, 

tablet or smart phone the bulletin is sent to them every week via regular mail so that they can worship with 

us at home.  We are currently considering reopening in September although we will monitor the status of the 

COVID-19 cases in Cambria and surrounding counties in the interest of the safety of our congregation, 

clergy and visitors.  We will continue to do Morning Prayer at first and will move to Holy Eucharist when 

reopening “bugs” have been worked out. 

Question 1.  How will you prepare your facility and your congregation for reopening? 

1. The congregation will be sent a copy of this reopening plan either electronically or via the postal 

service and a copy will be placed on our website and on our Facebook page. 

2. The congregation will be asked to direct any questions they may have about the process to the priest 

or members of the vestry.  Phone numbers and email addresses will be included in the cover letter.  

3. Signs will be placed where appropriate to inform members how to comply with the rules presented 

here. 

4. The building is being cleaned and sanitized by our sexton at least once a week since we have kept the 

office open on a limited basis during the pandemic in order to keep the church functioning.  The nave 

is being used only on Sunday. The office and bathrooms and all touched surfaces are being cleaned 

and sanitized every day of use. 

5. On Sunday, only one door, the one leading from the courtyard into the building will be open.  If 

weather permits, it will be propped open so no one needs to touch it.  If it must be closed, there will 

be a greeter at the door to open it for those entering and exiting.  The greeter will also direct them to 

the nave for the service.  After the service, everyone will be directed to exit through the same door 

into the courtyard and asked to not congregate in groups.  Before and after the service everyone will 

be moving in the same direction. For safety reasons, the other exit doors in the building will open 

from the inside even if they are locked from the outside.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

6. The parish hall and kitchen will be closed during the Sunday service and signs will be posted. 

7. The nursery, classrooms and the bathrooms on our upper floor will be closed and signs will be 

posted. 

Question 2.  What alternatives will you provide for parishioners who cannot or choose not to attend in 

person? 

1. We will ask that those who do not feel well or think they may have been exposed to COVID-19 to 

stay  home and stay away for at least 2 weeks.  Those who are part of the cohort with risk factors 

such as age, heart and/or lung disease or are immunocompromised will be encouraged to stay home 

as well.  They will be reminded frequently that they are loved and cared for by the church and will be 

welcomed back when it is safe to do so.  

2. We plan to continue to provide the service electronically via Zoom even after we reopen.  As 

mentioned in the introduction above we will continue to provide the bulletins via the postal service to 

those who do not have access to a computer, tablet or smart phone. 



3. When we resume the Eucharistic Service, distribution of the elements will be done in such a way that 

no physical touching will happen and that it will be done as safely as possible. The Altar Guild will 

be trained to prepare the elements for communion to ensure the safety of the clergy and the 

congregation. 

4. At that time, Lay Eucharistic Visitors will be trained to take the Eucharist to the homebound using 

the no-contact protocols provided by St. Paul’s, Mt. Lebanon and are available to the priests of the 

diocese. 

Question 3.  How will you keep your facilities clean and encourage appropriate hygiene practices? 

1. Our sexton will continue to clean and sanitize the building and the church once a week and more 

often if the facilities are used more than once a week which is not planned at this time. 

2. Approved hand sanitizer will be available at every entrance to the building, in each sacristy, office 

and bathroom and signs will ask everyone who enters to use it or wash their hands for the 

recommended 20 seconds. 

3. Bathrooms will also have sanitizing sprays and cleaners available along with instructions on their use. 

Anyone who uses a bathroom will be asked to sanitize before leaving the room so that anyone who 

comes in after them is not exposed to the virus. 

4. Everyone who enters the building will be asked to wear a mask. If someone does not have a mask, 

one will be provided.  If someone refuses to wear a mask or comply with the rules in any way, they 

will be asked to leave, If they refuse, the service will be cancelled. 

5. Everyone will be asked to maintain social distancing requirements of 6 feet or more.  Examples of the 

6 foot distance will be placed just inside the entrance doors of the building. 

6. Everyone will be asked to refrain from touching anyone else unless they belong to a family unit that 

lives together.  There will be no contact while passing the peace. 

7. There will be a lock box available in the nave to place offering envelopes, etc.  The contents will 

remain in the box for at least 72 hours before the offerings are counted later in the week. 

8. Open trash containers will be available by all the entrances to the building and will be emptied safely 

by the sexton later in the week. 

9. All hymnals, prayer books and bibles will be removed from the pews.  A bulletin for the week will be 

available for use during the service and each person will be asked to either take it with them or 

discard it in the trash container on their way out. 

10. Music will be provided by the organ or piano but there will be no singing permitted. There will be no 

choral singing either. 

11. Pews will be marked with tape so that proper distancing can be maintained during the service.  The 

size of the nave can accommodate at least 40 individuals safely and will allow family units to sit 

together.  We do not anticipate that many people attending at this time. 

12. Parishioners will be asked to leave the building at the end of the service without getting together in 

groups.  There will be no coffee hour until further notice. 

Question 4. How will you manage the numbers in attendance so that physical distance can be 

maintained? 

1. Because of the large size of our nave and the small size of our congregation, we do not anticipate 

a problem with social distancing as outlined above.  If it becomes apparent that we do have a 



problem, we will either start a reservation system or have another service (perhaps Saturday 

evening) with proper cleaning and sanitizing between it and the main service Sunday morning. 

2. A member of the vestry will be designated each week to note who is in attendance at each service 

so that if contact tracing is necessary we can provide the necessary information. 

Question 5. How will you assist congregants to maintain physical distancing and in other ways reduce 

the risk of spreading the virus? 

1.  Much of this information is already present in the answers to questions 3 and 4. 

2. At this time, we have only one child attending services.  She just turned 2 years old.  According 

to her mother, she will not be in church until such time as it is safe or she is able to stay in her 

pew with her family. 

3. The church cats will not be present in the church during services. 

Question 6.  How will you communicate your policies to your parishioners and guests prior to and 

throughout the process of reopening? 

1.  As mentioned above, we will communicate our policies through the Grapevine, our parish 

newsletter, and electronically via email, Facebook and our webpage.   For those without 

electronic access, the information will be sent by the postal service. 

2. Signs will be posted throughout the church building to remind members and guests of our 

policies. 

3. Before each service, the officiant will remind those present of appropriate rules for that service. 

Question 7. How will you apply your policies to parish activities other than public worship and to 

outside groups that use your building? 

1.  We have already used most of these policies for our Pet Food Pantry which we have continued 

during the pandemic due to so many needing help because of loss of employment, etc. 

2. Vestry meetings, bible study groups, book study groups, etc.  will be held via Zoom or other 

electronic means until such time as it is safe to meet in person once again. 

3. When we do start to allow outside groups to use our facilities again, we will give each group a 

copy of our policies, ask that each group comply with them and sign an agreement that they have 

read a copy of these policies and intend to comply.  They will be observed from time to time by a 

member of the parish to be sure they are complying.  If they are not, they will be asked to leave. 

 

 



Ann ual Parish Meeting 

Sunday, September 27, 2020 

Following the 10:00 am Service 

Nomination of Vestry Members 

Election of Vestry Members  



Vestry Meeting 
 

Sunday, September 20 
1 PM 
Zoom 

               Rwandan Orphan 
 
All families of  the Church are en-
couraged to donate one dollar on 
the third Sunday of  each month 
(Sept. 20th)  for our Rwandan Or-
phan.   

            Outreach/Pastoral Care 
All families are encouraged to do-
nate $1.00 on the fourth Sunday of  
each month (Sept. 27th) for our 
Pastoral Care/Outreach Needs.  
Please be generous. 

                                                 BUILDING FUND CAMPAIGN 
   
Your extra collection on the second  Sunday of  the month goes 
towards our much needed renovations.   
 
 

   ANIMAL WELFARE MINISTRY 
 
The extra collection for the First Sunday of  the month goes 
 towards our Pet Food Ministry. 



   
 
 
 
 

Happy  September  Anniversary!   
           (none listed) 
 

Cathy Lilly 2 Jane Strittmatter 13  

Brooklyn Balamuta 3 Audrey Miller 14 

 Trish Corle 7  Frances Garman 24 

Bill Horner 9  Bob Howarth 28  

          

Happy September Birthday 

 
HAPPY BELATED BIRTHDAY: 

 
GERRY STRITTMATTER     AUGUST 28TH  



 
 
 
 ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL 
 
                                    St. Mark’s Episcopal 

Church 
                          335 Locust St. 
                                   Johnstown, Pa.  15901                   
                                                                           814-535-6797 

   
Many, Many Thanks to the generous contributions from Mary Ann Ambrisco, 
Randy & Gwen Maurer,  Judy Zubal, John & Betty Gritzer, Valerie Kasper, Gary 
Howarth, Jane Hanechak, Richard & Julie Kinkade, Patricia Taylor, June Farougi, 
Theresa Kosaber, Missy Lamonica (Helping Hearts and Healing Tails), Joy Power, 
The Am Slo Club, Annett Kristofco, Kathy Pallo,  Karen Kline, Mark & Helen 
Mishler, Greg  & Cathy Lilly, and The Humane Society of  Cambria County.   
 
During the month of  August, we assisted  109 Families plus an additional 8 
Emergency “walk ins”. 
 
We were able to help feed  141 Dogs, 12 Puppies and 247 Cats, 66 Kittens 
The Kitten population is exploding with so many strays needing help. 
 
We gave out the following: 
 Dogs:  Dry  food      1215  lbs          46 Cans                
 Cats:  Dry  food       817   lbs        118 (boxes of  12 pouches)* 
 
Cat food pouches donated by Missy Lamonica (Helping Hearts, Healing Tails).                  
 
Total amount of  food given out from January through August: 
 Dry Food        Dog     11,986 lbs       Cat       8,288   lbs  
 Wet Food        Dog       1,424 cans     Cat       2,454  cans 118 Boxes* 
  
Our Pet Food Pantry will be open on September  8th, 9th, & 10th, from 9:30 am 
until 12:30 pm in the Church Courtyard.   
 
Many thanks to our volunteers for their continued support. 
                 
Cynthia Greig & Joanne McKinley  



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Satruday

      

SEPTEMBER     

ma      

   

   

  1 2 3 4 5

      

    

    

     

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

 10:00 am  PET FOOD PANTRY PET FOOD PANTRY PET FOOD PANTRY  

Morning Prayer      

Zoom
  9:30 TO 12:30 9:30 to 12:30

     

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

10:00 am Service      

Morning Prayer at Church                   
Zoom also available

       

   

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

10:00 am Service        

Morning Prayer at Church       
Zoom also available

      

    

27 28 29 30 9-8, 9-9, 9-10 9:30 am to 12:30  PET FOOD PANTRY

10:00 am Service       (will be held in Church Courtyard)

Morning Prayer at Church     
Zoom also available

  9/20 Vestry Meeting, 1 PM via  ZOOM

 9/27 Annual Meeting - Following the 10 AM service




