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Hymn 1                                                  Father, we praise thee   

1 Father, we praise thee, now the night is over; 

active and watchful, stand we all before thee; 

singing we offer prayer and meditation: 

thus we adore thee. 

2 Monarch of all things, fit us for thy mansions; 

banish our weakness, health and wholeness sending; 

bring us to heaven, where thy saints united 

joy without ending. 

3 All-holy Father, Son and equal Spirit, 

Trinity blessèd, send us thy salvation; 

thine is the glory, gleaming and resounding 

through all creation.            
 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart  

be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my  

redeemer.                                                          Psalm 19:14 

 

The Officiant says to the people 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together 

Most merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned against you  

in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done,  

and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  



For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  

have mercy on us and forgive us;  

that we may delight in your will,  

and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

The Officiant says 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins  

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all  

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in  

eternal life. Amen. 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

Officiant     Lord, open our lips. 

People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as  

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Alleluia!  
 

 

The mercy of the Lord is everlasting: Come let us adore him. 

 

Venite     Psalm 95:1-7  

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *  

    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *  

    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.  

For the Lord is a great God, *  

    and a great King above all gods.  

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *  

    and the heights of the hills are his also.  

The sea is his, for he made it, *  

    and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  

    and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  

For he is our God,  

and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 

    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

Psalm 103:(1-7), 8-13 

1 [Bless the Holy One, O my soul, * 

and all that is within me, bless God’s holy Name. 

2 Bless the Holy One, O my soul, * 

and forget not all the gifts of God. 

3 O God, you forgive all our sins * 

and you heal all our infirmities; 

4 You redeem our life from the grave * 

and crown us with mercy and loving-kindness; 

5 You satisfy us with good things, * 

and our youth is renewed like an eagle's. 

6 O God, you execute righteousness * 

and judgment for all who are oppressed. 

7 You made your ways known to Moses * 

and your works to the children of Israel.] 

8 You are full of compassion and mercy, * 

slow to anger and of great kindness. 

9 You will not always accuse us, * 

nor will you keep your anger for ever. 



10 You have not dealt with us according to our sins, * 

nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. 

11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, * 

so is your mercy great upon those who fear you. 

12 As far as the east is from the west, * 

so far have you removed our sins from us. 

13 As a parent cares for a child, * 

so do you care for those who fear you. 

Glory to God, Source of all being, Incarnate Word, and 

     Holy Spirit,* 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever, Amen. 

Genesis 50:15-21 

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if 

Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all 

the wrong that we did to him?” So they approached Joseph, saying, 

“Your father gave this instruction before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg 

you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in 

harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants 

of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then 

his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as 

your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the 

place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God 

intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is 

doing today. So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your 

little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.  

                The Word of the Lord 

People      Thanks be to God 

 

The Second Song of Isaiah        Quaerite Dominum  

          Isaiah 55:6-11  

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; *  

    call upon him when he draws near.  

Let the wicked forsake their ways *  

    and the evil ones their thoughts;  

And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have compassion, *  

    and to our God, for he will richly pardon.  

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, *  

    nor your ways my ways, says the Lord.  

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, *  

    so are my ways higher than your ways,  

    and my thoughts than your thoughts.  

For as rain and snow fall from the heavens *  

    and return not again, but water the earth,  

Bringing forth life and giving growth, *  

    seed for sowing and bread for eating,  

So is my word that goes forth from my mouth; *  

    it will not return to me empty;  

But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, *  

    and prosper in that for which I sent it.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

Romans 14:1-12 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of 

quarreling over opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the 

weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who 

abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who 

eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on 

servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. 

And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all 

days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those 

who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who 

eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while 



those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to 

God. 

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, 

we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether 

we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ 

died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the 

living. 

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do 

you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the 

judgment seat of God. For it is written, 

"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

and every tongue shall give praise to God."  

So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

                The Word of the Lord 

People      Thanks be to God 

Hymn 516                                           Come down, O love divine 

Come down, O love divine, seek thou this soul of mine, 

and visit it with thine own ardor glowing; 

O Comforter, draw near, within my heart appear, 

and kindle it, Thy holy flame bestowing. 

 

O let it freely burn, til earthly passions turn 

to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 

And let thy glorious light shine ever on my sight, 

and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 

 

And so the yearning strong, with which the soul will long, 

shall far outpass the power of human telling; 

For none can guess its grace, till they become the place 

where-in the Holy Spirit finds a dwelling. 

 

 

Matthew 18:21-35 

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church 

sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 

Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven 

times.  

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 

who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the 

reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to 

him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together 

with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be 

made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have 

patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for 

him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But 

that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves 

who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he 

said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded 

with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; 

then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 

When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly 

distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken 

place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 

slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should 

you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 

And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would 

pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of 

you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”  

                The Word of the Lord 

People      Thanks be to God 

 

Sermon 

Paul says “Why do you pass judgment on your brother or 

sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will 

all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, 



"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

and every tongue shall give praise to God."  

So then, each of us will be accountable to God.”  

“Each of us will be accountable to God.”  I have to admit to 

you that that passage of scripture from the Letter to the Romans 

brought me, your priest, up short this week.  I remember saying to 

someone just last week that I despised a particular human being.  I did, 

I said that.  I won’t say who I said it about because it doesn’t matter.  I 

am embarrassed to admit that I said it out loud.  I am a woman of God.  

I am supposed to know better.  I am supposed to do better than that.  

But I didn’t. 

So what do I do now?  How do I face all of you knowing that I 

do not always practice what I preach?  Yes, I am human.  Yes, I am 

not perfect but I made a vow during my ordination “to pattern my life 

in accordance with the teachings of Christ so that I may be a 

wholesome example to my people.”  I am admitting to you this fault 

because it is a fault that is too easy to have especially in today’s social 

climate.  It is too easy to judge our neighbors by what they do or don’t 

do, what they say or don’t say, that they look like us or that they don’t 

look like us.  It is way too easy to judge our neighbors and proclaim 

them to be evil, bad, scary, dangerous, or whatever adjective that is 

used to proclaim someone different from what is “normal” according 

to us.  And it is way too easy to proclaim via social media or even in 

person how we feel and demonstrate that we do judge without regard 

to accountability. 

I am accountable to God and I am accountable to you.  I have 

asked God for forgiveness which has been granted because that is who 

God is.  I am asking you for forgiveness as well.  My promise to God 

and to you is that I will strive to do better.  I will refrain from 

judgment because judgement can only come from God.  I will love my 

neighbor as Christ loves me.  I will love my neighbor regardless of 

what that neighbor says or does or is.  I will love and continue to 

preach love and I will use words, if necessary.  Amen. 

  

The Apostles' Creed  

Officiant and People together 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

    creator of heaven and earth;  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

        and born of the Virgin Mary.  

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

        was crucified, died, and was buried.  

    He descended to the dead.  

    On the third day he rose again.  

    He ascended into heaven,  

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

    the holy catholic Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

    the forgiveness of sins 

    the resurrection of the body,  

    and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

The Prayers 

Officiant   The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Officiant   Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy Name,  

     thy kingdom come,  

Our Father in heaven,  

     hallowed be your Name,  

     your kingdom come,  



     thy will be done,  

         on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

     as we forgive those  

         who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

     but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

     and the power, and the glory,  

     for ever and ever. Amen. 

     your will be done,  

         on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins  

     as we forgive those  

         who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial,  

     and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

     and the glory are yours,  

     now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully 

grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Form VI 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who 

are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the 

needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For [Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Dorsey, our Bishop; and  

for] all bishops and other ministers; 

For all who serve God in his Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 

Hear us, Lord; 

For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

Silence 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in 

your eternal kingdom. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 



Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one 

with your saints in heaven and on earth: Grant that in our 

earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported by this 

fellowship of love and prayer, and know ourselves to be 

surrounded by their witness to your power and mercy. We 

ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whom all our 

intercessions are acceptable through the Spirit, and who lives 

and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

A General Thanksgiving (2007 Version) 

 

Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have 

done for us. We thank you for the splendor of the whole 

creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, 

and for the mystery of love. 

 

We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for 

the loving care which surrounds us on every side. 

 

We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best 

efforts, and for leading us to accomplishments which satisfy 

and delight us. 

 

We thank you also for those disappointments and failures 

that lead us to acknowledge our dependence on you alone. 

 

Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the 

truth of his Word and the example of his life; for his steadfast 

obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for his dying, 

through which he overcame death; and for his rising to life 

again, in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom. 

 

Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and 

make him known; and through him, at all times and in all 

places, may give thanks to you in all things. Amen. 

 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one  

accord to make our common supplication to you; and you  

have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two  

or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the  

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions  

as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of  

your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Hymn 396                                     Now thank we all our God 

 

1 Now thank we all our God 

with heart and hands and voices, 

who wondrous things has done, 

in whom his world rejoices; 

who from our mothers' arms 

has blessed us on our way 

with countless gifts of love, 

and still is ours today. 

2 O may this bounteous God 

through all our life be near us, 

with ever joyful hearts 

and blessed peace to cheer us, 

to keep us in his grace, 

and guide us when perplexed, 

and free us from all ills 

of this world in the next. 

3 All praise and thanks to God 

the Father now be given, 

the Son and Spirit blest, 

who reign in highest heaven 

the one eternal God, 

whom heaven and earth adore; 

for thus it was, is now, 

and shall be evermore. 

 



Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in  

believing through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

Romans 15:13 

 


