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A Note from Nancy - December 2020 
 

 Winter is here.  Advent is here.  Christmas is coming. 
There is snow on the ground. The color on the altar is purple.  
We hear the stories of John the Baptist and Mary being told she 
will bear a child for God.  The Advent wreath is present with 
one additional candle being lighted each week. The seasons 
move on and I find that comforting today.  Some of the 
“normal” aspects of our lives are still in place while other as-
pects are so different and have been since March.  Those 
“normal” are what give me hope.  Those “normal” are what help 
me to know that we will get through the tough times alone and 
together. 

 The greatest “normal” for me, and, I hope, for you is God.  
Our faith in God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit will see us 
through.  The Trinity is what always gets me through the rough 
patches in the road of life.  I have always wondered how people 
without faith in God get through the difficulties and surprises 
that occur every day.  How do they keep from giving up?  As is 
said in many of the psalms, “God is my crag and my strong-
hold”.  I have certainty that Jesus will accompany me through 
the valleys as well as the mountains and the plains. ( I am smil-
ing as I write this because of the amount of scripture that is 
coming into my head. even if it seems to be in bits and pieces.)  
God is speaking. 

 My prayer for all of you during this Advent is that God 
will speak to you and lift you from your valleys and accompany 
you along the plains and up the mountains.  Jesus is coming.  
May we all be prepared to welcome him into our hearts and 
lives this Christmas. 

Love,  In Christ,  
 
Mother Nancy 



From the Senior Warden  
Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas …   

They follow each other closely. Some years I am ready. This year I was caught  by surprise! Our 
sense of normal got flipped upside-down in March. In my day job teaching at Pitt-Johnstown, we 
adjusted by teaching remotely. We’ve adjusted at St. Mark’s as well.  

That crazy schedule turned my usual sign posts of seasons - summer to fall to winter AND the 
church seasons - upside-down, too. It’s been harder to stick to my spiritual practices - practices that 
keep me grounded. My favorites are reading Forward Day by Day with the online forum (https://
prayer.forwardmovement.org/forward_day_by_day.php), listening to A Morning at the Office or An 
Evening at Prayer podcast of Morning and Evening Prayer found on Podbean, or the Morning Prayer 
and Reflection from the Washington National Cathedral. I listen just before I begin my work day sit-
ting at my computer in my home office. Just as technology has transformed how I carry out my 
teaching it has transformed my spiritual life as well. It’s convenient, but it’s easy to let it slip.  

Annual Stewardship Campaign  

The beginning of Advent is also the beginning of our annual Stewardship Campaign to support the 
operations and programs of St. Mark’s Church. The theme this year is “Being the hands and feet of 
Christ amid a pandemic in a time of deep uncertainty.”  

Last year the Vestry challenged itself to raise $75,000. We didn’t meet that ambitious  goal, but we 
surpassed pledge totals from the previous  two years. Even during the pandemic pledges have kept 
up with (exceeded) the amount budgeted. Once again we have challenged ourselves to raise 
$75,000. This is a big step toward financial sustainability.   

The new (Church) year is here! Looking forward …   
I had some bold ideas for expanding our new Digital Ministries to reach beyond the Sunday worship.  
Adam and I tossed around the idea of a Bible study following the Alpha model via Zoom. We would 
meet and share fellowship and a light supper - digitally of course - and then watch a short video 
presentation followed by discussion. We thought we’d start on the First Sunday of Advent. Notice 
nothing happened. That’s because my “day job” got in the way. But God has ways of getting our 
attention. An email from Forward Movement announcing an Epiphany Bible study offered a simple 
approach. During the Season of Epiphany, beginning January 1 through Shrove Tuesday (2/16), the 
Good Book Club will be reading the Gospel of Mark. If you are interested in participating  or would 
like to help facilitate please contact me at etbell57@gmail.com or call 241-1693.  

Love came down at Christmas, 

Love all lovely, love divine; love was born at Christmas; star and angels gave the sign.       
Christina Rossetti, Hymnal 1982, 84 

Blessings,  

Lisa  
Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally  

through transformational worship and service. 



 
               
 
 
 
2020 Weekly Altar Flowers & Monthly Altar Candles  
Donation price is $30 a Sunday for flowers and $8 a month for  
candles.  

Please  contact Joanne in the Parish Office or Doris Horner 
with your requests.   

 

We have openings for the following dates:                                    

12/6 (1), 12/22 (2), 12/29 (2)  

1/3 (1), 1/26 (1)  

                       
 

St. Mark’s Church  
Annual Pledge Campaign 
 
The Stewardship Committee and Vestry are now conducting the 2021 
Pledge Campaign to support the operations and programs of St. Mark’s 
Church.  All parishioners are being contacted by mail.  
 
The theme of this year’s campaign is “Being the hands and feet of Christ 
amid a pandemic in a time of deep uncertainty.” 
 
This request is more urgent than usual. The Vestry has challenged itself and 
the parish to raise $75,000 for 2021. This is a big step toward financial sus-
tainability. We will keep you informed on how we are 
doing in reaching this goal. 
 
Stewardship Committee 



 
ADVENT & CHRISTMAS  
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

   

 Nov. 29th 10:00  am    Holy Eucharist Rite II 
    Also on ZOOM 
 
 Dec. 6th   10:00  am     Holy Eucharist Rite II 
    Also on ZOOM 
 
 Dec. 13th  10:00  am     Holy Eucharist  Rite II  
    Also on ZOOM 
   1:00 pm Vestry Meeting (Zoom) 
                                
 Dec.  20th 10:00 am      Holy Eucharist  Rite II  
    Also on ZOOM 
   
 Dec.  21st  7:00  pm  Blue Christmas    
     Also on ZOOM 
 
 Dec. 24th  6:00   pm    Christmas Eve Service 
    Holy Eucharist  Rite II 
                                    Also on ZOOM   
  

NO CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICES 
 
 Dec. 27th          10:00  am      Lessons & Carols 
                                    Also on ZOOM 



  

 
       2020 Stocking Stuffer Project 

 
Thank you to everyone who shared Christ’s love by contributing to the 

2020 Stocking Stuffer Project. It has been an especially difficult year for the long-term pa-

tients at Torrance State Hospital. They have not been able to have visitors or congregate with 

other patients. Much of their regular programming has been cancelled. These restrictions have 

challenged their already fragile mental health. St. Mark’s has worked with other religious or-

ganizations in our geographic area to ensure that all the Torrance State Hospital patients are 

remembered during this holiday season.  

Your generosity has enabled us to let twelve male patients know that they are not forgotten 

and brighten their days. We have provided each of them with a large holiday gift bag filled 

with several types of crackers, Rice Krispies treats, cookies, lemonade, candy, shampoo, deo-

dorant, lip balm, playing cards, Uno, word puzzles, Soduku, and a paperback novel. Thank 

you for your loving hearts and generosity. 

Best wishes for a blessed Advent and Merry Christmas. 

Louise Mead 

         

            SATURDAY’S  KITCHEN 
  

Saturday’s Kitchen has again asked for our help with the Christmas gift bags they 
distribute out at their annual Christmas Party. 
 
Thanks to Trish, Rene, Julia, Kitty (and our beloved Karen), for their generous do-
nation of  shampoo for Saturday’s Kitchen.   They has also donated medium gift 
bags (Thanks so much!).   We still need some large used or new gift bags.  There will 
be labeled boxes in the church hall  for the  items.  Please be generous as this is a 
very worthy cause. 
 
We would also like to give them an assortment of  cookies for their 
luncheon and are asking for your help in donating at least 2 dozen 
cookies. 
 
Deadline is December 12th.  



Epiphany Bible Study 
The Gospel of MARK 

Join us during the season of Epiphany (January 1st to Shrove Tuesday , 2/16) as we read 
the Gospel of Mark. This is the Gospel appointed for Year B in the Revised Common Lec-
tionary.  Mark is the earliest and shortest of the four gospels. St. Mark is our namesake so 
this study seems appropriately fitting.  

We will meet weekly starting shortly after the Feast of Epiphany (January 6) through early 
February. The session will be via Zoom. We’ll gather for some fellowship followed by a 
brief presentation and discussion. Day and time have yet to be determined.  More details 
will be available via email in late December and in the January Grapevine. 

Our study is part of a larger study, The Good Book Club, sponsored by Forward Movement  
and partner organizations from across the Episcopal Church.  

• • To learn more about The Good Book Club check out https://www.goodbookclub.org/ 

• • A Journey with Mark, available from Forward Day by Day explores the Gospel of Mark 

with fifty days of scripture, meditations, and prayers . 

• • Many other resources are available. Check out https://www.goodbookclub.org/

resources/ 

 For more information, contact Lisa Bell—Loncella at etbell57@gmail.com  



Pastoral Care 
 
All families of the church are encouraged to 
donate one dollar on the fourth  Sunday of 
each month  (Dec. 27th) for our Pastoral 
Care. Please be sure to mark your donation 
separately for Pastoral Care. 

Vestry Meeting 

 
Sunday, December 13th 

1:00 PM  
  Via ZOOM 

 
 
   

     BUILDING CAMPAIGN 
 
 
   The Extra Collection for the Second Sunday of  the month  
   will be for our Building Campaign to continue our ongoing project  
    renovations. 

Rwandan Orphan 
 
All families of the church are encouraged to 
donate $1.00 on the third Sunday of each 
month  (Dec.  20th)  for Josian, our Rwan-
dan orphan.  Please be sure to mark your 
donation separately for her.  

 

     

 
 

FUEL AND SNOW REMOVAL 
 

During the next three months, the extra collection for the First 
Sunday of  the month will be for our Snow Removal and Heating Bills.  



  
 

  St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
   335 Locust Street 

   Johnstown, Pa.   15901 
     814-535-6797 

stmarks@atlanticbbn.net 

 
                            ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL 
  
The Tribune Democrat ran a special Plea for Cat and Dog Food on November 14th, 
which included an interview with Cynthia Greig of  our Pet Food Ministry.  We are so 
grateful to those of  you who continue to support our Pet Food Pantry. There are too 
many to list, but we especially wish to acknowledge Georgia & James McCall, Robert 
& Beverly Portante, Frank A. Frontino, James & Carol Bezek, Brian & Cynthia Mori-
coni, Pamela Sharp, Mrs. Caryl Swanson, Donna & James Hollis, Patricia Meagher, 
Paul & Janice Long, Annette Kristofco, Marion Gaydos,  Robert Horowitz, Agnes 
Kompardo, Lois McGee, Ronald Wilson, Linda Carney, Patrick & Theresa McGlynn, 
and the Lauer Family.  The winter is upon us and through your generosity, we will 
continue to keep our doors open through the winter months. 
    
During November, we assisted 111 Families (16 new families), which included 9 
emergency walk ins. 
  
We helped 170 dogs, 19 puppies, 406 cats and 72 kittens. 
 
Our total distribution for November:  
 Dog and Cat Food  Dogs: 1559  lbs Cats:  1120 lbs 
     
Total Distribution January through November:  
 Dry  Food   Dogs: 15,625 lbs Cats: 12,233  lbs 
   
We are proud and grateful for all of  our volunteers who continue to help us.  
  
The Pantry will be open December 8th and 9th,  from 9:30 am to 1:00 pm. 
           
Thank you for your support.     
 
Cynthia Greig and Joanne McKinley 
  
  



December 2020 Schedule 

  Lay Readers Altar Guild Counters 
        

       

December 6th C. Curry L. Loncella L. Loncella 

10:00 am      C. Curry 

        

        

        

        

        

December 13th L. Loncella K. Batrus D. Zawiski 

 10:00 am         M. Teore 

        

        

        

       

    ALL   

December 20th  E. Pavic AVAILABLE L. Mead 

10:00 am     9:00 am L. Loncella 

    Saturday   

        

        

        

        

December 24th P.  Hysong A. Sprankle   

6:00 pm       

       

       

        

        

December 27th A.  Sprankle  A. Whitlow R. Burkert  

 10:00 am   E. Pavic  E. Pavic 

         

    



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Satruday

       

DECEMBER    

   

    

  

  1 2 3 4 5

    

     

     

    

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

   9:30 am - 1:00 pm 9:30 am - 1:00 pm   

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist  
 PET FOOD PANTRY  PET FOOD PANTRY

ALSO ON ZOOM
  

    

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist    

ALSO ON ZOOM
  

1:00 PM Vestry Meeting
  

   

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

10:00 AM Holy Eucharist  7:00 pm    6:00 pm   

ALSO ON ZOOM
 BLUE CHRISTMAS    Nativity of Our Lord

  ALSO ON ZOOM ALSO ON ZOOM
 

    

27 28 29 30 31   12-8 & 12-9 Pet Food Pantry

 10:00 AM      9:30 am to 1:00 pm 

 Lessons & Carols  

ALSO ON ZOOM
  12-21 7:00 pm   Blue Christmas

  


