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THE WORD OF GOD 

Hymn 59                                     Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding 

Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding; 

“Christ is nigh,” it seems to say, 

“Cast away the works of darkness, 

O ye children of the day.” 

 

Wakened by the solemn warning 

From earth’s bondage let us rise; 

Christ, our Sun, all sloth dispelling, 

Shines upon the morning skies. 

 

Lo, the Lamb, so long expected, 

Comes with pardon down from Heav’n; 

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 

One and all to be forgiven. 

 

So when next He comes in glory, 

And the world is wrapped in fear, 

May he with his mercy shield us, 

And with words of love draw near. 

 

Honor, glory, might, and blessing 

To the Father and the Son, 

With the everlasting Spirit, 

While unending ages run. 

Advent 3 

The third week of Advent we remember the gift of Joy we have in 

Christ. 

 

Let us pray-  

 

Loving God, we thank you for the joy you bring us. Help us prepare 

our hearts for the Lord’s coming by helping us see that Christ came for 

every person we meet wherever we go. We ask this in the name of the 

one born in Bethlehem, Jesus our Lord. All: Amen 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our  

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;  

through Christ our Lord. Amen 

The Gloria 

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 



you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

    receive our prayer. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

      The Lord be with you. 

People     And also with you. 

Celebrant     Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, 

because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace 

and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and 

for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed 

me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the 

brokenhearted,  to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

and release to the prisoners;  to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, 

and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to 

provide for those who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland instead 

of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise 

instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. They shall build up the 

ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall 

repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. For I the 

Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing;  I will faithfully 

give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant 

with them.  Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and 

their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge 

that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. I will greatly rejoice 

in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God;  for he has 

clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the 

robe of righteousness,  as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings 

forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up 

before all the nations.  

                 The Word of the Lord 

People      Thanks be to God 

Psalm 126  

1 When God restored the fortunes of Zion, * 

then were we like those who dream. 

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 

and our tongue with shouts of joy. 

3 Then they said among the nations, * 

"God has done great things for them." 

4 God has done great things for us, * 

and we are glad indeed. 

5 Restore our fortunes, O God, * 

like the watercourses of the Negev. 



6 Those who sowed with tears * 

will reap with songs of joy. 

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 

will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; 

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the 

Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold 

fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil. 

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your 

spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do 

this. 

                 The Word of the Lord 

People      Thanks be to God 

Hymn 72                            Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes. 

1 Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes,  

the Savior promised long!  

Let every heart prepare a throne,  

and every voice a song. 

2 He comes the prisoners to release,  

in Satan’s bondage held;  

the gates of brass before Him burst,  

the iron fetters yield. 

3 He comes the broken heart to bind,  

the bleeding soul to cure,  

and with the treasures of His grace,  

to enrich the humbled poor. 

4 Our glad Hosannas, Prince of Peace,  

Thy welcome shall proclaim; 

and heaven’s eternal arches ring,  

with Thy beloved Name. 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior, Jesus Christ according  

to John.. 

  

People Glory to you, Lord Christ 

 

John 1:6-8,19-28 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 

witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 

himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and 

Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and 

did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked 

him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 

prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? 

Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about 

yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now 

they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are 

you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the 

prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you 

stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I 

am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in 

Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.  

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

The Sermon                                     The Rev. Nancy L. Threadgill 



We have now heard two stories about John the Baptist. The 

first one last week was from the Gospel of Mark.  The second one, this 

week, is from the Gospel of John.  Both pretty much tell us the same 

thing – John was sent to prepare the way for the Messiah.  His method 

of doing that was to preach repentance of sins followed by immersion 

baptism in the Jordan River.  Many thought he was the promised 

Messiah so the Pharisees in Jerusalem sent someone to ask if this was 

the case.  He repeatedly said “no” and that someone more powerful 

than he was coming who would baptize with the Holy Spirit. I like the 

way that John writes that John the Baptist was sent by God to testify to 

the light that was coming after him. He himself was not the light but 

he came to testify to the light. 

Today the third candle in our Advent wreath was lit.  Each 

week we light an additional candle and the light gets brighter.  In this 

way we can see and anticipate the light that is coming closer and 

closer.  The arrival of the Messiah is coming closer and closer just as 

John the Baptist proclaimed on the bank of the Jordan River many, 

many years ago.  But what did that mean for the people listening to 

John, then and what does that mean for us, now?  What will Jesus’ 

birth on Christmas mean for us, now?   It was good news then just as it 

is good news now.  The Messiah will turn this world upside down and 

show the people then and us, now, how to make life livable for all. 

As Paul writes in his letter to the Christians in Thessalonica, 

“rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do 

not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test 

everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil.”  

Jesus came to show us how to do just that.  He epitomized what 

is good.  He demonstrated by his life, his works, his teachings and, 

yes, even by his death, what it is to live righteously and according to 

God’s will.  It was difficult for Jesus and it is even more difficult for 

us.  Jesus had God at his back.  We have God and Jesus at our backs.  

We can do this.  We can get through this life and leave it a better place 

by being Jesus’ hands and feet in this world.  We can do it by rejoicing 

always, praying without ceasing and giving thanks in all 

circumstances.  We can do it because God, Jesus Christ and the Holy 

Spirit are faithful and will not let us down.  Let us use the backing of 

the Trinity to be patient, wise and loving in the days ahead.  Amen.   

                      The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    

 by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 



    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

Form VI 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who 

are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the 

needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Michael. our Presiding Bishop, and Dorsey, our Bishop(s); and  

for all bishops and other ministers; 

For all who serve God in his Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 

Hear us, Lord; 

For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

Silence 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in 

your eternal kingdom. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 

  We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

  Silence may be kept. 

  Leader and People 

  Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 

  in your compassion forgive us our sins, 

  known and unknown, 

  things done and left undone; 

  and so uphold us by your Spirit 

  that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

  to the honor and glory of your Name; 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins  

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all  

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in  

eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the 

name of the Lord. 

The Holy Communion 

Through Christ let us continually offer to God the sacrifice of  

praise, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his Name. But do not 

neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are 

pleasing to God.   Hebrews 13:14, 15 

 

 

Hymn 66                                        Come thou long expected Jesus 

 

1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, 

born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us, 

let us find our rest in thee. 

 

2. Israel's strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art; 

dear desire of every nation, 

joy of every longing heart. 

3. Born thy people to deliver, 

born a child and yet a King, 

born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

4. By thine own eternal spirit 

rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all sufficient merit, 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Eucharistic Prayer B 

  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God  thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 

where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 

heaven and earth. 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and  

death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that  

when he shall come again in power and great triumph to  

judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to  

behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love 

which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling 

of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 

prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 

Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from 

the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 

to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 

into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, 

O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this 

bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon 

these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of 

Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 

Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 

being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, 

put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to 

that heavenly country where, with [                          and] all your 

saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 

daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 

creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 

salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 

for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 

As our Savior Christ 

has taught us, 

we now pray, 

 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, 

    hallowed be your Name, 

    your kingdom come, 

    your will be done, 

        on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

    as we forgive those 

        who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

    and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

    and the glory are yours, 

    now and for ever. Amen. 

 



The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

 

A period of silence is kept. 

 

[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.] 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him 

in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

For those unable or unwilling to receive the physical Communion at 

this time please pray the following with me: 

 

              My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed 

Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving as 

I proclaim your resurrection. I love you above all things, and long for 

you in my soul. Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your 

Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and 

strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be 

separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in 

the life to come. Amen. 

 

Communion Hymn 597                                           O day of peace 

 

O day of peace that dimly shines 

Through all our hopes and prayers and dreams 

Guide us to justice, truth and love 

Delivered from our selfish schemes 

May swords of hate fall from our hands 

Our hearts from envy find release 

Till by God's grace our warring world 

Shall see Christ promised reign of peace 

 

Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb 

Nor shall the fierce devour the small 

As beasts and cattle calmly graze 

A little child shall lead them all 

Then enemies shall learn to love 

All creatures find their true accord 

The hope of peace shall be fulfilled 

For all the earth shall know the Lord 

 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food  

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

May the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts 

and  minds in the knowledge of God and of God’s son Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, and the blessing of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with 

you now and always.  Amen.  

Hymn 539                           O Zion haste, thy mission high fulfilling 

 

O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling,  

to tell to all the world that God is Light;  

that he who made all nations is not willing  

one soul should fail to know his love and might.  

Refrain:  

Publish glad tidings: tidings of peace  

tidings of Jesus, redemption and release. 



 

Proclaim to every people, tongue, and nation  

that God, in whom they live and move, is Love;  

tell how he stooped to save his lost creation,  

and died on earth that all might live above.  

Refrain  

. 

Send heralds forth to bear the message glorious;  

give of thy wealth to speed them on their way;  

pour out thy soul for them in prayer victorious  

till God shall bring his kingdom's joyful day.  

Refrain 

 

He comes again! O Zion, ere thou meet him,  

make known to every heart his saving grace;  

let none whom he hath ransomed fail to greet him,  

through thy neglect, unfit to see his face.  

Refrain 

 
 Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. 

                                    
 

From Book of Common Prayer 1979 

Psalm from the Saint Helena Breviary 

Hymns from Hymnal 1982 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

                      Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

Church of the Advent,  Brookline, 

 

 

 

 Altar  Flowers  Given  To the Greater Glory of God 

In Loving Memory 

of 

Herb Larison 

From Pam Hysong 

 

 

 

 

Next Week’s Readings  

2 Samuel 7-11, 16 

Canticle 14 

 Romans 16:25-27 

Luke 1:26-38 
 
 
 
                                                   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through transformational  
worship and service. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


