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Second Sunday after Christmas
January 3, 2021

10:00 am

Holy Eucharist Rite II

THE WORD OF GOD
Hymn 497

How bright appears the morning star

How bright appears the Morning Star,
with mercy beaming from afar;
the host of heaven rejoices;
O righteous Branch, O Jesse's Rod!
Thou Son of Man and Son of God!
We, too, will lift our voices:
Jesus, Jesus!
Holy, holy, yet most lowly,
draw thou near us;
great Emmanuel, come and hear us.
Though circled by the hosts on high,
he deigned to cast a pitying eye
upon his helpless creature;
the whole creation's Head and Lord,
by highest seraphim adored,
assumed our very nature;
Jesus, grant us,
through thy merit, to inherit
thy salvation;
hear, O hear our supplication.

Rejoice, ye heavens; thou earth, reply;
with praise, ye sinners, fill the sky,
for this his Incarnation.
Incarnate God, put forth thy power,
ride on, ride on, great Conqueror,
till all know thy salvation.
Amen, amen!
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise be given
evermore, by earth and heaven.

The people standing, the Celebrant says
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.
People
Amen.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen
The Gloria
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
The Collect of the Day
The Celebrant says to the people

People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let
them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall
not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my
firstborn. Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the
coastlands far away; say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock." For the Lord has ransomed
Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. They
shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be
radiant over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and
the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall
become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again.
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men
and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will
comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. I will give the
priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my
bounty, says the Lord.

People
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored,
the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of
him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus
Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons
Jeremiah 31:7-14
Thus says the Lord:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of
the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, "Save, O Lord, your
people, the remnant of Israel." See, I am going to bring them from the
land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in
labor, together; a great company, they shall return here. With weeping

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Psalm 84:1-8
1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O God of hosts! *
My soul has a desire and longing for your courts;
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
2 The sparrow has found her a house
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *
by the side of your altars, O God of hosts,
my Ruler and my God.
3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! *
they will always be praising you.
4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way.

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of
springs, *
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.

7 O God of hosts, hear my prayer; *
hearken, O God of Jacob.

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all
the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I
remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your
heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the
saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who
believe.

8 Behold our defender, O God; *
and look upon the face of your Anointed.

People

6 They will climb from height to height, *
and the God of gods will be revealed in Zion.

[9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own
room, *
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked.
10 For God is both sun and shield; *
he will give grace and glory;
11 No good thing will God withhold *
from those who walk with integrity.
12 O God of hosts, *
happy are they who put their trust in you!]

Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world
to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good
pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely
bestowed on us in the Beloved.

Hymn 82

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Of the Father’s love begotten

1 Of the Father's love begotten
ere the worlds began to be,
he is Alpha and Omega,
he the Source, the Ending he,
of the things that are, that have been,
and that future years shall see,
evermore and evermore!
2 O that birth forever blessed,
when the Virgin, full of grace,
by the Holy Ghost conceiving,
bore the Savior of our race;
and the babe, the world's Redeemer,
first revealed his sacred face,
evermore and evermore!
3 Let the heights of heaven adore him;
angel hosts, his praises sing:
powers, dominions, bow before him
and extol our God and King;
let no tongue on earth be silent,
every voice in concert ring,
evermore and evermore!

4 Christ, to thee with God the Father,
and, O Holy Ghost, to thee,
hymn and chant and high thanksgiving
and unwearied praises be,
honor, glory, and dominion
and eternal victory,
evermore and evermore!
The Holy Gospel of our Savior, Jesus Christ according
to Matthew..
People Glory to you, Lord Christ

Matthew 2:13-15,19-23
After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in
a dream and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to
Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search
for the child, to destroy him." Then Joseph got up, took the child and
his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the
death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord
through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son."
When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream
to Joseph in Egypt and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother,
and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child's life
are dead." Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went
to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after
being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There
he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been
spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, "He will be called a
Nazorean."
The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon

The Rev. Nancy L. Threadgill

There are three choices for the Gospel reading for this the
Second Sunday after Christmas. One tells of the visit of the Magi, one
has the story of Jesus remaining behind in the temple in Jerusalem
when he is a boy and the reading we heard today telling of Joseph
taking Mary and the baby into Egypt to avoid Herod’s soldiers. These
brief selections of scripture give us a hint of Jesus’ life before he starts
his ministry at the age of around 30, but little else.
We can guess that since both Mary and Joseph are devout
Jews, that Jesus was brought up to love God, attend synagogue, learn
Hebrew and read scripture. At age 12, he may have had a Bar
Mitzvah. That may have happened around the time that he and his
extended family went to Jerusalem where he challenged the priests in
the temple to discuss scripture and answer his questions. He heard the
stories all his life about his birth, the visit from the shepherds, the visit
from the Magi, the side trip to Egypt to save his life and the return to
Nazareth. Remember, that Mary pondered everything in her heart and
would have shared those ponderings with Jesus as he grew.
I wonder, sometimes, where Jesus’ thoughts went after hearing
the stories. His friends weren’t visited by shepherds and Magi from
the East after their births. His friends had probably lived in Nazareth
all their lives. How much Jesus remembered of his time in Egypt is
unknown. He was told that he was special, that he was the Son of
God. Did all of that go to his head? Did all of that affect his actions
and words when he was a boy? Unfortunately, we will never know in
this life ourselves. Perhaps we will remember to ask him when we
meet face to face. Perhaps not.
We do know that as an adult, Jesus knew he was destined for a
special ministry. We do know that he knew he was the awaited
Messiah. We do know that he lived a life free of sin and hatred. We
do know that he lived and taught about a life of love for God and
everyone else. He grew up with the same feelings we have, with the
same frustrations and pains we have, with some of the same thoughts
we have. He grew up as a human being. He knows us and our lives
intimately.

During this new year of 2021, let us remember that Jesus was
human and lived a human life so Jesus understands. Use Jesus to see
you through the year ahead and face it with courage, strength and love
with Jesus as your savior and guide. Amen.
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
Form II
In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their
own prayers, either silently or aloud.
I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world;
for Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Dorsey, our Bishop, for this
gathering; and for all ministers and people.
Pray for the Church.
Silence
I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations;
and for the well-being of all people.
Pray for justice and peace.
Silence
I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the
oppressed, and those in prison.
Pray for those in any need or trouble.
Silence
I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper
knowledge of him.
Pray that they may find and be found by him.
Silence

I ask your prayers for the departed [especially
Pray for those who have died.

].

Silence
Members of the congregation may ask the prayers or the
thanksgivings of those present
I ask your prayers for
I ask your thanksgiving for

.
.

Silence
Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been
honored.
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.
Silence
Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your
Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall choose a bishop for
the Diocese of Pittsburgh, that we may receive a faithful pastor, who
will care for your people and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the
multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who
turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you
we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.
Confession of Sin

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Priest, stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the
name of the Lord.

The Holy Communion

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Minister and People

O Lord our God, you are worthy to receive glory and honor and
power; because you have created all things, and by your will they were
created and have their being. Revelation 4:11

Hymn 93

Angels from the realms of glory

1. Angels from the realms of glory,
wing your flight o'er all the earth;
ye who sang creation's story,
now proclaim Messiah's birth.
Refrain:
Come and worship, come and worship;
worship Christ, the newborn King.
2. Shepherds in the field abiding,
watching o'er your flocks by night:
God with you is now residing;
yonder shines the infant Light. Refrain
3. Sages, leave your contemplations;
brighter visions beam afar;
seek the great desire of nations;
ye have seen his natal star. Refrain
4. Saints, before the altar bending,
watching long in hope and fear,
suddenly the Lord, descending,
in his temple shall appear. Refrain
Eucharistic Prayer B
The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth.
Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for
us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made
perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so
that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and
receive power to become your children.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Then the Celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love
which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling
of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from
the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you,
O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this
bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon
these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of
Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him,
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time,
put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to
that heavenly country where, with [
and] all your
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our
salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior As our Savior Christ
Christ has taught us,
has taught us,
we are bold to say,
we now pray,
People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven, Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
hallowed be your Name,
thy kingdom come,
your kingdom come,
thy will be done,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
on earth as in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. Give us today our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, Save us from the time of trial,
but deliver us from evil.
and deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
For the kingdom, the power,
and the power, and the glory,
and the glory are yours,
for ever and ever. Amen.
now and for ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.
[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.]
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him
in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
For those unable or unwilling to receive the physical Communion at
this time please pray the following with me:

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed
Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving as
I proclaim your resurrection. I love you above all things, and long for
you in my soul. Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your
Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and
strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be
separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in
the life to come. Amen.
Communion Hymn 112

In the bleak midwinter

1 In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
in the bleak midwinter, long ago.
2 Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain;
heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign.
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed
the Lord God incarnate, Jesus Christ.
3 Angels and archangels may have gathered there,
cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;
but his mother only, in her maiden bliss,
worshiped the beloved with a kiss.
4 What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;
yet what I can I give him: give my heart.
Let us pray.

and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessing
May the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts
and minds in the knowledge of God and of God’s son Jesus Christ,
our Lord, and the blessing of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with
you now and always. Amen.
Hymn 105
1 God rest you merry, gentlemen,
let nothing you dismay,
remember Christ our Savior
was born on Christmas day,
to save us all from Satan's pow'r
when we were gone astray;
Refrain:
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy.
2 From God our heav'nly Father,
a blessed angel came;
and unto certain shepherds
brought tidings of the same:
how that in Bethlehem was born
the son of God by name, [Refrain]

Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

God rest ye merry gentlemen

3 "Fear not, then," said the angel,
"let nothing you affright;
this day is born a Savior
of a pure virgin bright,

to free all those who trust in him
from Satan's pow'r and might." [Refrain]
4. Now to the Lord sing praises,
All you within this place,
And with true love and brotherhood
Each other now embrace;
This holy tide of Christmas
Doth bring redeeming grace. [Refrain]

People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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