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Please remember  
St. Mark’s Church in your will.   

A Note from Nancy – January 2021  
 
 Happy New Year!  I write those words every year and 

really do pray that it will be a new year with lots of love and 

thanksgiving to God, love of neighbor and good works in Christ’s 

name.  I continue to pray for all of that this year too.  However, 

my biggest prayer is that 2021 will be an improvement over 2020 

for everyone worldwide. 

 I realize 2021 will start out much the same as the end of 

2020.  The COVID numbers are still too high and the church re-

mains closed to in-person worship.  We have our online worship   

which is something we probably would not have without the 

health crisis.  (I didn’t know anything about Zoom a year ago.)  

Even with a vaccine now available, it will be months before 

enough people have received it to change our need to wear 

masks, sanitize frequently, avoid crowds, reduce long distance 

travel and socially distance. As tired as we are of all the re-

strictions, they are still vital to reducing the spread of the virus 

and decreasing the death toll here and abroad. 

 The Vestry is planning to restart Bible Study, the book 

study group, our Community Common Prayer services and sever-

al other worship opportunities in the new year.  Look for more 

information in this Grapevine and future editions.  St. Mark’s is 

still a very viable and active church.  We are still doing commu-

nity service with our Animal Welfare Ministry, our food banks 

and our pastoral care.  We continue to be a place of hope and 

prayer.  Please, as you are able, remember to give to the church 

during the year so St. Mark’s will be a source of light and life to 

the surrounding community. 

 I continue to pray for all of you daily. 

 
Peace,  In Christ, 

Mother Nancy 



 

From the Senior Warden  
Happy New Year! 

Like most folks I stayed up to watch the hands on the clock move from the last minutes of 2020 to 

the beginning of 2021. Like many, I was glad to see the year come to an end. The year got off to a 

wonderful start; to say that the final nine months were a challenge is an understatement. BUT, with 

lots of creative thinking and hard work, we’ve been successful in ways we might not have imagined. 

Our digital outreach has brought new members to St. Mark’s.  Our creative fundraisers have helped 

fill the coffers and we continue to seek ways to Share Christ’s Love Unconditionally.   

Special Parish Meeting—Sunday, January 24 

Mark your calendar for the January Special Parish Meeting. Each year we meet as a congregation to 

approve the plan to balance the budget and elect Deputies and Alternates to Diocesan Convention. 

Annual Stewardship Campaign … The hands and feet of Christ  

Our Stewardship Campaign to support the operations and programs of St. Mark’s Church continues 

throughout the year.  Being the hands and feet of Christ in the world is even more difficult in a pan-

demic. If you have already submitted your pledge card, THANK YOU! If not, there is still time. Pledge 

cards can be obtained by calling the church office or on the web site. Pledge payments can now be 

made online!  https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and-its-ministries/ 

Bible Study …   

Throughout the season of Epiphany, beginning January 1 through Shrove Tuesday (2/16), we will 

join with the Good Book Club as we journey through the Gospel of Mark. There are many ways to 

engage in this study. At St. Mark’s we’ll meet for five weeks on Thursday evenings starting January 7 

(though February 11) from 6:30 to 8:00 via Zoom. We’ll begin with a brief time of fellowship (bring 

your dinner if you’d like). The study will begin with a short video that sets the stage for the readings 

of the past week, after which all are invited to share their reflections. More information can be 

found elsewhere in the Grapevine. If you are interested in participating or would like to help facili-

tate please contact me at etbell57@gmail.com or call 241-1693.  

Compline 

The service of Compline is the “goodnight prayer of the church.” Churches throughout the Diocese, 

across the country and around the world have added compline to their digital offerings. As part of 

our Digital Ministries at St. Mark’s we’ll be offering Compline via Zoom (and streamed to Face Book) 

this year. Tune in on Tuesday evenings at 8 PM. More details elsewhere in the Grapevine.   

Blessings,  

Lisa  

Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through transformational 
worship and service. 

https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and-its-ministries/
mailto:etbell57@gmail.com


Epiphany Bible Study 
The Gospel of MARK 

Throughout the season of Epiphany we will join with the Good Book Club as we journey 
through the Gospel of Mark. Mark is our namesake so this study seems appropriately fitting.  

• Thursday evenings January 7 though February 11 from 6:30 to 8:00. via Zoom.  

• Gather for some fellowship (bring your dinner if you’d like).  

• Begin with a short video that sets the stage for the week’s readings 

• Share in discussion and reflections.   

• Conclude with the service of Compline.  

• A list of the daily readings is on the next page. 

• If you would like a head start, check this overview of the Gospel of Mark, created by the 
Bible Project check: https://youtu.be/HGHqu9-DtXk  

 

About the Gospel of Mark— This is the Gospel appointed for Year B in the Revised Common 
Lectionary.  Mark is the earliest and shortest of the four gospels. St. The following is taken 
from a two-page introduction to the Gospel of Mark developed by Forward Movement. 

If you like the sparse literary style of Earnest Hemingway, you’ll love the Gospel of Mark. The 
shortest of the four gospels, Mark is a just-the-facts approach to telling the stories of Jesus 
as miracle-worker and Messiah. Mark doesn’t begin with an account of Jesus’ divine birth 
but instead dives right in with the start of Jesus’ public ministry, his baptism by John the 
Baptist. In the first chapter alone, we read of his baptism, temptation in the desert, selection 
of his disciples, and several healing stories. Mark doesn’t add much context or reflection on 
the actions (or even very many adjectives): the gospel reads like a slide show presentation. 
Jesus heals many at Simon’s House. Next slide. Jesus preaches in Galilee. Next slide. Jesus 
cleanses a leper. Next.  

Coupled with this succinct writing style is a clear message: Jesus is the Messiah. Viewing 
Mark as a three-act play, the first chapters reveal the miracles and preaching of Jesus to the 
crowds, then his transfiguration and teaching among his disciples, and finally the crucifixion, 
the ultimate expression of the suffering servant. Interestingly, early versions of the Gospel 
of Mark end with the women fleeing the empty tomb. But a longer ending, likely added 
sometime in the second century, includes the resurrection, commissioning of the disciples, 
and Jesus’ ascension. This could well be the first instance of the ultimate Director’s Cut. 

Our study is part of a larger study, The Good Book Club, sponsored by Forward Movement  
and partner organizations from across the Episcopal Church.  

• To learn more about The Good Book Club check out https://www.goodbookclub.org/ 

• For the daily readings (with links) check  https://www.goodbookclub.org/readings/ 

• Many other resources are available. Check out https://www.goodbookclub.org/
resources/ 

Watch your email for details with the Zoom link and other important information! 

For more information, contact Lisa Bell-Loncella at etbell57@gmail.com or (814) 241-1693.  

https://youtu.be/HGHqu9-DtXk
https://www.goodbookclub.org/
https://www.goodbookclub.org/readings/
https://www.goodbookclub.org/resources/
https://www.goodbookclub.org/resources/
mailto:etbell57@gmail.com


Daily Bible Readings from the Gospel of Mark 

Week 1: January 1—9 

Friday, January 1 — Holy Name 
Mark 1:1-11 

Saturday, January 2 
Mark 1:12-20 

Sunday, January 3 
Mark 1:21-45 

Monday, January 4 
Mark 2:1-12 

Tuesday, January 5 
Mark 2:13-28 * 

Wednesday, January 6 — Epiphany 
Mark 3:1-12 

Thursday, January 7 
Mark 3:13-35 * 

Friday, January 8 
Mark 4:1-20 

Saturday, January 9 
Mark 4:21-34 

Week 2 January 10—16 

Sunday, January 10 
Mark 4:35-41 

Monday, January 11 
Mark 5:1-20 

Tuesday, January 12 
Mark 5:21-43 

Wednesday, January 13 
Mark 6:1-13 

Thursday, January 14 
Mark 6:14-29 

Friday, January 15 
Mark 6:30-44 

Saturday, January 16 
Mark 6:45-56 

Week 3: January 17—23 

Sunday, January 17 
Mark 7:1-13 

Monday, January 18 — Confession 
of St. Peter 
Mark 7:14-30 * 

Tuesday, January 19 
Mark 7:31-37 

Wednesday, January 20 
Mark 8:1-13 

Thursday, January 21 
Mark 8:14-26 

Friday, January 22 
Mark 8:27-38 

Saturday, January 23 
Mark 9:1-13 

Week 4: January 24—30 

Sunday, January 24 
Mark 9:14-32 

Monday, January 25 — Conversion 
of St. Paul 
Mark 9:33-49 

Tuesday, January 26 
Mark 10:1-12 

Wednesday, January 27 
Mark 10:13-31 

Thursday, January 28 
Mark 10:32-52 

Friday, January 29 
Mark 11:1-11 

Saturday, January 30 
Mark 11:12-19 

 

 *If you’re following along with the 
book, A Journey with Mark, these 
days combine two readings. 

Week 5: January 31—February 6 

Sunday, January 31 
Mark 11:20-33 

Monday, February 1 
Mark 12:1-17 

Tuesday, February 2 
Mark 12:18-34 

Wednesday, February 3 
Mark 12:35-44 

Thursday, February 4 
Mark 13:1-13 

Friday, February 5 
Mark 13:14-27 

Saturday, February 6 
Mark 13:28-37 

Week 6: February 7—16 

Sunday, February 7 
Mark 14:1-11 

Monday, February 8 
Mark 14:12-25 

Tuesday, February 9 
Mark 14:26-42 

Wednesday, February 10 
Mark 14:43-65 

Thursday, February 11 
Mark 14:66-72 

Friday, February 12 
Mark 15:1-15 

Saturday, February 13 
Mark 15:16-32 

Sunday, February 14 
Mark 15:33-47 

Monday, February 15 
Mark 16:1-8 

Tuesday, February 16 
Mark 16:9-20 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463546195
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463547458
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463547489
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463547520
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463547562
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463547582
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463547604
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463547626
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463547646
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463547665
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463547691
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463547942
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463547958
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463547976
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463547993
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463548012
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463548031
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463548051
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463548079
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463548097
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463548117
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463548140
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463548159
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463548178
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463548196
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463548216
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463549418
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463549438
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463549454
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463549472
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463549488
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463549505
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463549523
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463549559
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463549578
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463549596
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463549614
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463549633
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463549722
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463549740
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463549760
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463549791
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463549812
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463549829
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463549857
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463549873
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=463549894


             
 
2021 Weekly Altar Flowers & Monthly Altar Candles  
 
 

Donation price is $30 a Sunday for flowers and $8 a month for  candles. 
Please  contact Parish Office with your requests.   

 

 

We have openings for the entire year.   

During Lent, February 17th through March 28th, there are no flowers on the 
Altar.  However, if you wish, you can request a 7 day sanctuary candle 
which will burn in the Lady Chapel in honor of your loved one. 

 

 

EVEN THOUGH WE ARE ON ZOOM FOR SERVICES, WE STILL HAVE BEAUTIFUL 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR. 

 

 

Compline during Epiphany  

 

The service of Compline is the “goodnight prayer of the church.” Churches throughout the 

Diocese, across the country and around the world have added compline to their digital of-

ferings. As part of our Digital Ministries at St. Mark’s we’ll be offering Compline begin-

ning Tuesday, January 5. 

 

Tune in Tuesday evenings at 8 PM.  

On Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/St-Marks-Episcopal-Church-

117199784966067 

Via Zoom:  

 

 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; 

that awake we may watch with Christ,  

and asleep we may rest in peace. 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Marks-Episcopal-Church-117199784966067/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Marks-Episcopal-Church-117199784966067/


       

 

 

 

                                              

  

                              FROM THE ECW LADIES AND PASTORAL CARE 

   

     Thank you to everyone who donated shampoo (especially Trish, Rene, Julia), 
toothpaste and brushes for the Family Kitchen Christmas Baskets.  Also, many 
thanks to everyone who took time to bake and donate cookies for their Christmas 
Party. 
 
      A special “thank you” to Kitty Batrus for distributing all of  the shampoo, 
cookies, and Christmas Bags to the Kitchen. 
  
      A special “thank you” to Louise Mead who volunteered to collect, prepare 
and deliver the Christmas Stockings to the Torrence State Hospital, and special 
thanks to everyone who donated items to fill those stockings. Because of  Louise’s 
efforts we can continue this tradition.     
 
A special “thank you” to  Amy & Penn Whitlow for donating the beautiful Christ-
mas tree and wreaths that adorned the Church.  
 
Although we did not do the Christmas Memorial Booklet, we would like to say  
“thank you” to everyone, for their  monetary donation toward the beautiful 
Christmas flowers. 
 
Most of  all, thank you to everyone who in someway helped  this past year in all of  
our fund raisers.  Everyone worked so hard to make them a success.  Even though 
we were faced with many challenges in 2020,  you made all of  this possible. 
 
Wishing all of  you a Happy and Healthy New Year! 



Pastoral Care 
All families of the church are encouraged 
to donate one dollar on the fourth  Sun-
day of each month  (Jan. 26th ) for our 
Pastoral Care.  Please be sure to mark 
your donation separately for Pastoral 
Care.    

Vestry Meeting 

Sunday 
 January 10th  

1:00 pm 
ZOOM 

 

Fuel & Snow Removal 

During the next few months, the extra collection for the First Sunday of  the 
Month will help  defray the cost of  our heating and snow removal.   

Rwandan Orphan 
All families of the church are encour-
aged to donate $1.00 on the third 
Sunday of each month  (Jan. 19th)  for 
Josiane, our Rwandan orphan.  
Please be sure to mark your donation 
separately for her.    

BUILDING CAMPAIGN 

 

   The Extra Collection for the Second Sunday of  the month 
   will help defray the cost of  our numerous work projects 
   throughout the Church.  

SPECIAL PARISH MEETING  
Sunday, January 24, 2021 

1:00 PM 
 

ZOOM 
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ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL 

 
We have come to the end of  another year at St. Mark’s Pet Food Ministry and our 
Pet Food Pantry is thriving due to the many, many generous contributions that have 
been given to us throughout the past year and especially in the last 6 weeks. 
 
We are so grateful to those of  you who continue to support our Pet Food Pantry. 
There were so many of  you that we couldn’t list it on this page. 
  
During December, we assisted 126 Families (19 new) with 9 emergency walk-ins dur-
ing the month.  We were able to feed 189 dogs, 34 puppies, 456 cats, and 50 kittens. 
  
Our total distribution for December:  
 Dog and Cat Food  Dogs: 1584  lbs Cats 1065  lbs 
  
Total Distribution January through December:  
 Dry  Food   Dogs  16,580 lbs Cats 10,130 lbs 
   
We are proud and grateful for all of  our volunteers who continue to help us. 
 
The Pantry will be open on Wednesday, January 6th and Thursday, January 7th 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm.  
                
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Cynthia Greig and Joanne McKinley 



 

2021 CHURCH ENVELOPES & PLEDGE PAYMENTS  
 
The 2021 Offering envelopes may be picked up at the church during regular office 
hours. For those who have not already picked up their 2021 envelopes, we will mail 
them every 2 months until we are able to return to Sunday Services.  
 
The 2020  Statements will be sent through the mail next week. 
 
There are three ways you may make your pledge payments: 

• By mail: send to the church 
• In person in the Office: Tuesday through Friday 9:00 to 3:00 
• Online at: https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and-

its-ministries/ 
 

                       

 St. Mark’s Annual Pledge Campaign 
 
“Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours.” -   

St. Teresa of Ávila 
 
Being the hands and feet of Christ in the world is even more difficult in a pandemic. We con-

tinue to rely on St. Mark’s to be our spiritual home. Please prayerfully consider making your 

annual pledge. Your increased support will allow us to sustain and grow our ministries and 

share God’s love with even more people. 

Please take a few moments to fill out your 2021 Pledge Cards. This will enable us to better 

prepare a 2021 Budget.   

Pledge Cards are available through the church office (call  (814) 535-6797 or 

email: stmarks@atlanticbbn.net). A copy is also available on the Church website  

(https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/pledge-card-for-calendar-year-2021/).  

Pledge payments can be made by check on on-line   

(https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and-its-ministries/). 

St. Mark's Stewardship Committee 

https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and-its-ministries/
https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and-its-ministries/
https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/pledge-card-for-calendar-year-2021/
https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and-its-ministries/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL PARISH 
 

 MEETING 
 
 

Sunday, January 24, 2021 
 

1:00 pm 
 

Congregational Approval for Balancing the Budget 

Election of  Deputies to Diocesan Convention 

  
ON ZOOM  

 
For help with Zoom,  

please contact Mother Nancy in advance at  

 revnancyatlanticbbn.net  

Or 

 by phone 535-6797 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Satruday

       

JANUARY    

   

    

  

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

 10:00  AM    9:30 am - 1:00 pm 9:30 am - 1:00 pm

HOLY EUCHARIST    PET FOOD PANTRY  PET FOOD PANTRY

ZOOM
 7:00 PM Compline - Zoom 6:30 Bible Study - Zoom  

    

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

 10:00  AM      

 HOLY EUCHARIST   

ZOOM
7:00 PM Compline - Zoom  6:30 Bible Study - Zoom  

 VESTRY  MTG. 1:00 PM     

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

 10:00  AM    

 HOLY EUCHARIST   

ZOOM
7:00 PM Compline - Zoom 6:30 Bible Study - Zoom  

   

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

 10:00  AM     

 HOLY EUCHARIST    

ZOOM
7:00 PM Compline - Zoom 6:30 Bible Study - Zoom  

ANNUAL PARISH MTG.     

31 1-Feb 2-Feb 3-Feb 4-Feb  1/6 AND 1/7 PET FOOD PANTRY

 10:00  AM  
     9:30 AM TO 1:00 PM

 HOLY EUCHARIST  1/24 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING ON ZOOM

ZOOM
 7:00 PM Compline - Zoom 6:30 Bible Study - Zoom

      1:00 PM

  


