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Please remember  
St. Mark’s Church in your will.   

A Note from Nancy –  
 
 February is still my favorite month even during Covid.  
(See Grapevine - February 2020.)  I think that it is very important to 
find ways to give ourselves reasons to look at the positive side of 
the situation.  Yes, it is OK to be a “Pollyanna” right now and find 
the good wherever we can.  (That probably dates me, but I’m fine 
with that.) 

 Celebrate Groundhog Day, Valentine’s Day, Mardi Gras, 
President’s Day and yes, even Ash Wednesday.  My Christmas tree 
is still up.  I was going to take it down at Candlemas (Feb. 2), but I 
think I will leave it up a while longer. Seeing the colors of the 
lights cheers me up on grey winter days.  Fortunately, it is an artifi-
cial tree so I can do that. 

 Lent will be here Feb. 17th.  Because of Covid, I will be 
unable to put ashes on foreheads this year.  However, we will be 
preparing Lenten packages to go to every household which will 
contain a small envelope of ashes for family use.  (The person to 
impose the ashes does not have to be ordained.)  We will include 
the readings for the Daily Office that is given out every year and 
for those without access to computers, tablets or smart phones, 
the series of meditations from Episcopal Relief and Development 
will be added.  (The booklet was not published this year. They are 
only available on line.)  There will be an Ash Wednesday service by 
zoom at 6:00 pm. 

 Starting in March, I will be working part-time (28 hours a 
week instead of 40) in order to reduce the stress on St. Mark’s 
budget.  My schedule will be published in the Grapevine in March.  
Just know that the schedule will be very flexible.   I will still be 
available 24/7 in the event of an emergency so please do not hesi-
tate to call me if I am needed. 

 Please stay safe and get vaccinated when you can.  We are 
not at the end of the tunnel yet, but I do believe that we are getting 
closer. 

I pray for all of you daily.  

Love, In Christ, 

Mother Nancy 



From the Senior Warden  
Keeping a Holy Lent … in a pandemic   

Lent will be different this year. Almost everything has been different for the last 10 moths or so. How-
ever,, as Mother Nancy reminds us (see previous page), “it is very important to find ways to give our-
selves reasons to look at the positive side of the situation.”   

One of my favorite spiritual resources is Forward Day by Day. This week’s “Forward Today” email  re-
minds us that although we are “deprived of our usual Lenten customs this year ... perhaps there is an 
invitation for us to focus on our need of repentance, of our need to draw closer to Jesus Christ. Maybe 
we will have a deeper experience of growing into the full stature of Christ as we depart our comforta-
ble, familiar places.” I found that encouraging.    

Mother Nancy and the Vestry have developed resources and activities for Lent. The church is preparing 
Lenten packages to go to every household containing a small envelope of ashes for family use, the 
readings for the Daily Office that is provided every year and (for those without internet access) the 
meditations from Episcopal Relief and Development (ERDF). We will post the readings from the Daily 
Office on the web site and a link to the ERDF meditations.  

You will find a list of Lenten activities at St. Mark’s and other Lenten resources on the next page; a 
more extensive list is on the web site. While many of these are electronic, Forward Movement and 
Church Publishing do offer (good old fashioned) hard copy books as well. It’s not too late to order.     

Annual Stewardship Campaign  

On another page you’ll find a note from the Stewardship Committee, you will learn that last year’s 

campaign was very successful ant that this year we are heading toward a successful conclusion as well. 

If you have not yet returned your please card, please do so. Call the church if you need one; it can also 

be downloaded from the web site.  The web site now has a link to make your contributions electroni-

cally. That’s especially nice when we are not having regular services.  

Strategic Plan … we got a boost in the arm …   

At our annual retreat this past weekend, the Vestry spent time reviewing and revising out Strategic 

Plan. When we gathered last year we revised the mission statement (see the bottom of the page) and 

laid out an ambitious plan to reach out to the community and bring more people to St. Mark’s. It 

seemed  that COVID highjacked our plan, but in fact,  we’ve been able to advance several goals. In our 

meeting with our strategic planning facilitator, Trish Corle, a member of St. Mark’s, we reevaluated our 

plan and revised our goals to meet the current reality. It was exciting to realize how much progress 

we’ve made - even with COVID restrictions! As we continue implementing the plan we’ll be calling on 

Parishioners to help with some of these projects.  

 

May you have a blessed Lent,  

Lisa  

Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally  
through transformational worship and service. 



Lenten Activities at St. Mark’s  

Additional Lenten Resources  
• Forward Day by Day online forum - a group of prayerful individuals tune in to read the 

readings, meditation and share their own reflections … a family of sorts and everyone has 
something powerful to share. 

• The Brothers of the Society of St. John the Evangelist (SSJE, https://www.ssje.org/) offers 
a special Lenten program called "Come Pray with Me."  

• The ERDF (Episcopal Relief and Development) meditations are on line and one can re-
ceive them in a daily email (https://www.episcopalrelief.org/church-in-action/lent/). They 
are available as a downloadable pdf document. The site includes an invitation to meditate 
on the reflections daily and engage the “Four Steps of Lament: resting, reflecting, re-
penting and ultimately being restored to God and to one another." 

• The Washington National Cathedral offers daily email meditations written by members 
of the Cathedral Staff. The Lent and Easter program will be available soon (https://
cathedral.org/lent/). Check the  daily morning prayer and meditation via YouTube and 
Facebook https://cathedral.org/worship/. 

• Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer podcasts from Forward Movement (https://
cms.megaphone.fm/channel/FDMV8366345804 and https://cms.megaphone.fm/
channel/FDMV2784874884); Forward Day by Day Podcast (https://
www.forwardmovement.org/Pages/Item/12306/Podcast.aspx). These are available on 
most podcast platforms: "Available anywhere you listen to podcasts".  

• Lent Madness from Forward Movement - a great way to learn about the saints and en-
gage in some jolly competition and lighten up your Lent - https://www.lentmadness.org/
category/lent-madness-2021/ 

• The daily lectionary - http://www.satucket.com/lectionary/ 
• Morning prayer from Mission St. Clare - https://www.missionstclare.com/english/. Epis-

copal and Anglican churches worldwide offer Morning Prayer or Evening Prayer or Com-
pline through their Facebook pages and YouTube channels. 

Compline 

Tuesdays at 8 PM  
Zoom 

Contact Lisa Bell-Loncella 
(etbell57@gmail.com) 

The “goodnight prayer of the 
church”, this lay-led service lasts 
about 15 minutes and is a calming 
way to end the day. 

Weekly book 
Study 

Thursdays at 7 PM  
Zoom 

Contact Lisa Bell-Loncella 
(etbell57@gmail.com) 

Beginning Thursday, February 18 
we’ll begin a study of Presiding 
Bishop’s Curry’s book, Love is the 
Way: Holding on to Hope in Trou-
bling Times.  

Stations of the 
Cross  Slide show on the web site 

Art work and narrations by our 
parishioners, a traditional Lenten 
meditative practice. 

https://www.ssje.org/
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/church-in-action/lent/
https://cathedral.org/worship/
http://www.satucket.com/lectionary/
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/


A Special Note 

If you happen to go to or get take out from the Balance Restaurant on Main Street, please 

thank them for making St. Mark’s Animal Welfare Ministry their charity of the month.  A 

portion of the proceeds from the sale of their special mocktail called “Phil’s Shadow” 

will be given to us at the end of February.  It is cranberry juice, apple juice, lemon juice 

and maple syrup (no alcohol).  Also, please thank Lauren Lazzari for bringing us to their 

attention.   

Lenten Book Study 
 

Beginning Thursday, February 18 we will begin a study of Presiding Bishop Michael 
Curry’s book, Love is the Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times.  

As the descendant of slaves and the son of a civil rights activist, Bishop Mi-
chael Curry's life illustrates massive changes in our times. Much of the world 
met Bishop Curry when he delivered his sermon on the redemptive power of 
love at the royal wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle at Windsor 
Castle. Here, he expands on his message of hope in an inspirational road map 
for living the way of love, illuminated with moving lessons from his own life. 
Through the prism of his faith, ancestry, and personal journey, Love Is the 
Way shows us how America came this far and, more important, how to go a 
whole lot further.   

 

We will meet at 7PM via Zoom (same link as the Epiphany 
Good Book Club study of Mark). Contact Lisa Bell-Loncella 
(etbell57@gmail.com) or Louise Mead 
(lcmead@earthlink.net) for details. 

The book is available from Amazon, Church Publishing and 
other book vendors.  



                       

 St. Mark’s Annual Pledge Campaign 
 
“Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours.” -   

St. Teresa of Ávila 

Our annual campaign theme reminds us that we must do God’s work in this world. For Episco-

palians in Johnstown, this work involves preserving St. Mark’s Church and being actively in-

volved in what we are becoming. 

Christian stewardship calls us to return to God what belongs to God - return our time, talent 

and treasure to the place where you know God’s work is being done, where God’s love is re-

turned to God and our neighbor.   

Last year’s gifts to the annual pledge campaign topped $70,000 – we reached our goal!  

We are pleased to report that the annual pledge campaign for 2021 is heading toward a suc-

cessful conclusion as well. If you have not yet returned your pledge card, we urge you to 

please make your commitment to St. Mark’s Church – our spiritual home in Johnstown. If 

you have already returned your pledge card - thank you very much.  

Pledge Cards are available through the church office (call  (814) 535-6797 or 

email: stmarks@atlanticbbn.net). A copy is also available on the Church website  

(https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/pledge-card-for-calendar-year-

2021/).  

Pledge payments can be made by check on on-line   

(https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and-its-

ministries/). 

St. Mark's Stewardship Committee 

 

2021 CHURCH ENVELOPES & PLEDGE PAYMENTS  
 

The 2021 Offering envelopes may be picked up at the church during regular office 
hours. For those who have not already picked up their 2021 envelopes, we will mail 
them every 2 months until we are able to return to Sunday Services.  
 
There are three ways you may make your pledge payments: 

• By mail: send to the church 
• In person in the Office: Tuesday through Friday 9:00 to 3:00 
• Online at: https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and-its

-ministries/ 

https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/pledge-card-for-calendar-year-2021/
https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/pledge-card-for-calendar-year-2021/
https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and-its-ministries/
https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and-its-ministries/
https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and-its-ministries/
https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and-its-ministries/


Pastoral Care 
All families of the church are encouraged 
to donate one dollar on the fourth  Sun-
day of each month  (Feb. 28th ) for our 
Pastoral Care.  Please be sure to mark 
your donation separately for Pastoral 

Vestry Meeting  via Zoom 

Sunday 
 February 21th  

1:00 pm 

 

Fuel & Snow Removal 

During the next few months, the extra collection for the First Sunday of  
the Month will help defray the cost of  our heating and snow removal.   

Rwandan Orphan 
All families of the church are encouraged 
to donate $1.00 on the third Sunday of 
each month  (Feb. 21st)  for Josiane, our 
Rwandan orphan.  Please be sure to 
mark your donation separately for her.    

 
   

  CAMPAIGN 
The Extra Collection for the Second Sunday of  the month   
will help defray the cost of  our numerous work projects    
throughout the Church.  

             
 
 
      2021 Weekly Altar Flowers & Monthly Altar Candles  
 
 

Donation price is $30 a Sunday for flowers and $8 a month for candles.        .   

                     Please  contact Parish Office with your requests 

 

We have openings for the entire year.     

During Lent:  February 17th through March 28th there are no flow-
ers on the Altar.  However, if you wish, you can request a 7 day 
sanctuary candle which will burn in the Lady Chapel in honor of 
your loved one. 

 

EVEN THOUGH WE ARE ON ZOOM FOR SERVICES, WE STILL HAVE BEAUTIFUL 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR. 



   St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
   335 Locust Street 

   Johnstown, Pa.   15901 
     814-535-6797 

stmarks@atlanticbbn.net 

 
                            ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL 
 
Well, another year has begun here at the Pet Pantry and we are seeing  new families 
coming to us for help. Even though many of  our members received Government 
Stimulus checks in January and did not participate in our Pet Food Drive, we still saw 
many new faces. 
 
Because of  the generosity of  so may, we can continue to keep our doors open.  We 
have received so many  donations  this month, both monetary and food donations.  
We are so grateful to those of  you who continue to support our Pet Food Pantry.     
 
During January, we assisted 116 Families (8 new) with 7 emergency walk ins during 
the month.  We were able to feed 117 dogs, 14 puppies, 398 cats,   and 40 kittens. 
  
Our total distribution for January:  
                 Dry Food Dog  744 lbs    Cats   795 lbs 
            Canned                     130                   240  
  
    
We are proud and grateful for all of  our volunteers who continue to help us. 
 
The Pantry will be open on Wednesday, February 3rd and Thursday,  February 4th 
from 9:30 am to 1:00 pm.  
                
Thank you for your support. 
 
Cynthia Greig and Joanne McKinley 



 
 
 

DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEAS  
FOR FUNDRAISERS FOR LENT? 

 
Since we cannot hold our  Lenten Lunches in the Church Hall,  
we would like to have your ideas on what we can do. 
 
Would you be interested in having Lenten Lunches on Saturdays for 
“Take Out Only”? 
 
Would you be able to help prepare the Lunch? 
 
Would you be able to help box the Lunches for “Take Out” only? 
 
Would you be able to make a dessert.  (No jellos, puddings, etc). 
 
 
If  you can help in any way, please let Kitty Batrus, Amy Whitlow, 
 or the office (535-6797) know what you can do. 
 
Our only path to success is by volunteering to help. Our Halupki Diner 
last November was a great success because we had your help! 
 
As always, thank you! 
 
Kitty Batrus & Amy Whitlow 
ECW 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Satruday

1 2 3 4 5 6

February   PET PANTRY PET PANTRY  

ma  COMPLINE  9:30 to 1:00 9:30 to 1:00
 

  8:00  PM  ON ZOOM  BIBLE STUDY  ZOOM   

  
6:50 PM TO 8:00 PM

 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

  

 10:00 AM COMPLINE BIBLE STUDY  ZOOM

Morning Prayer   8:00  PM  ON ZOOM 6:50 PM TO 8:00 PM
 

ZOOM
    

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

 10:00 AM    

Holy Eucharist
COMPLINE ASH WEDNESDAY Lent Book Study  

 ZOOM   8:00  PM  ON ZOOM 6:00 PM on Zoom 7:00 PM on Zoom

                            

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

 10:00 AM   

Morning Prayer 
 COMPLINE  Lent Book Study

ZOOM
 

  8:00  PM  ON ZOOM
 

7:00 PM on Zoom
 

                  

28       

 10:00 AM      

Holy Eucharist
 COMPLINE  Lent Book Study  

 ZOOM
 

  8:00  PM  ON ZOOM
 

7:00 PM on Zoom

  

  2-21   VESTRY MEETING  1:00 PM PM ZOOM

  

 TUESDAYS IN LENT    "compline" COMPLINE

  THURSDAYS IN LENT  "bible study"BIBLE STUDY
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