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Please remember  

St. Mark’s Church in your will.   

 A Note from Nancy – April 2021 
 
 The last year has been a long one and I know that many of 
you are wondering when St. Mark’s will open again for in person 
worship.  Here are several issues that are causing the delay. 
 

• Covid-19 is still very present in Cambria and surrounding 
counties.  Yes, the numbers have decreased but they are 
still significant. 

 
• Covid variants are here in the U.S. and there is still a lot 

that is unknown about their transmissibility and infectivity. 
  
• The vaccines are available but not enough people have had 

the opportunity to receive them.  Personally,  I have had the 
first shot of Moderna and expect to get the second shot next 
week.  After the second shot there needs to be at least two 
weeks before being considered fully vaccinated. 

 
• We would rather not open and then have to close again be-

cause we opened too soon. 
 
• Please be patient.  We will open to in person worship when 

it is deemed safe for all involved.   
 

When we do open again, we will still follow the CDC guidelines of 
washing hands, using hand sanitizer, masking, distancing and no 
singing as we did before until that is no longer needed. 
 
 I will be away Easter week to attend the funeral of my 
friend in Michigan who was family to me.  Please pray for me and 
her family as we lay a remarkable and faithful woman to rest in the 
arms of Jesus. 
 
 The take out luncheons are going very well.  Thank you to 
everyone cooking, baking, packing, taking money, delivering and 
providing needed items and funding. The congregation and friends 
of St. Mark’s church are awesome! 
 
Peace,   
Mother Nancy 



From the Senior Warden  

Easter is almost here!  
As I write it is Palm Sunday – a Purple border fits. As Mother Nancy reminded us in her sermon this 

morning, last year, St. Mark’s was closed on Easter. I “attended” the service at the National Cathedral 

on YouTube.  I went to high school on the grounds of the National Cathedral and every Friday we had 

“Cathedral Service.” The live stream services bring back memories – music, light streaming through the 

windows, towering arches leading to a vaulted ceiling. The grandeur of the Cathedral doesn’t match 

the intimacy of our Sunday Zoom services at St. Mark’s. It’s very special to be able to see everyone and 

chat before and after the service; it’s almost (but not quite) like being together in person.  

For surely I know the plans I have for you  

Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they produce. Take wives and have sons and 

daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and 

daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you 

into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. …  For surely I 

know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a 

future with hope.         Jeremiah 29: 5-7,11   

This passage from Jeremiah was the OT reading in the daily lectionary for last Friday (3/26). God sent a 

message to the Hebrew people exiled in Babylon; they are pretty desperate and feeling helpless. God 

encourages them to make the most of their situation, “build houses and live in them; plant gardens and 

eat what they produce.”  This past year has seemed like an exile and there have been times when I 

wanted to give up. Then I am reminded of this passage and how it spoke strength to me many years 

ago when I was in a very difficult place, and I am reminded to spend time tending my nest and weeding 

my garden and feeding my soul (it’s hard to do when times are rough) and look for God’s rainbow.   

At St. Mark’s we have been tending our garden, feeding our souls and reaching out to share God’s un-

conditional love through our varied ministries. The Pet Food Pantry has been serving the Johnstown 

Community monthly; more and more families have been showing up and the community has been very 

generous with donations. We continue to help serve lunch at Saturday’s Kitchen twice a year. BTW—

Saturday, April 17 is the next date for us. Highlands Health used our facilities for a COVID vaccine clinic 

on March 13 and will be back this coming Saturday (4/3) for those who showed up last time to get their 

second shot. Our spring take-out lunches have been amazingly successful. People like the homecooked 

meals without the work! We sold out twice!  

Yes! God is ever present and always encouraging us to make the most of our situations. God will sur-

prise us!   

Echoing the words of a favorite Easter Hymn: “Welcome Happy Morning, age to age shall say!” 

Easter Blessings 

 Lisa  

Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally  
through transformational worship and service. 



Holy Week Schedule 

Palm Sunday 
 

Sunday,  March 28 10:00 am Morning Prayer  

  Reading of the Passion  

                                                                      Zoom 

                                                                       

Holy Week 
 

Monday, March 29 6:00 pm           Evening Prayer and 
                                                                      Litany of Penitence 
  Zoom 
   
 

Tuesday, March 30 6:00 pm  Healing Service  
 8:00 pm  Compline 
  Zoom 
 

Wednesday, March 31 12:00 Noon Noonday Prayer 
  Zoom 
 

Maundy Thursday 
 

Thursday, April 1 6:00 pm Evening Prayer  
                                                                      Zoom 

  

Good Friday 
 

Friday, April 2 12 noon Good Friday Liturgy  
  Zoom 
 

Holy Saturday  
 

Saturday, April 3 9:00 am Morning Prayer  

  Zoom 

  

Easter Sunday 
 
Sunday, April 4 10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II 
  Zoom  

 



All St. Mark’s parishioners and their friends are invited and encouraged to participate in this 
three-session  online class offered by the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh. The class is free 
and will be held via Zoom. It is part of the church’s Beloved Community Initiative (See the 
Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh and the Episcopal Church of the USA websites for more in-
formation about the Beloved Community Initiative.) We are offering it as part of St. Mark’s 
Beloved Community and Christian Formation programs. We look forward to seeing you on 
Zoom! 

 

Black expressions of the Christian church developed largely from nationally encouraged racial 
segregation. It has been noted that Sunday morning in America is the most “segregated hour,” 
where black, brown, and white bodies meet for worship in separate spaces. Where will these 
faithful expressions of Christianity meet? Let’s watch these critically acclaimed documentaries 
to enter a conversation about the Body of Christ. Who is part of that Body? Where does the 
wider, integrated Body meet? 

Our three-part discussion series will help us approach the discussion with grace about how 
God might break open ways in which our bodies could be the Christ’s, together. 

• The Black Church (Part I): Thursday, April 15 from 7:30-9:00 PM 
• The Black Church (Part II): Thursday, April 22 from 7:30-9:00 PM 
• A Time for Burning: Thursday, April 29 from 7:30-9:00 PM 

Please watch the section of each documentary ahead of each discussion. Questions will be 
provided for conversation.  

Join the Rev. Canon Eric McIntosh and the Rev. Canon Natalie Hall for a diocesan-wide Easter-
tide conversation about the content of two important documentaries: The Black Church: This 
is Our Story, This is Our Song (https://www.pbs.org/show/black-church/)  and  A Time for Burn-
ing (https://bit.ly/3rogS43. 

Zoom Link 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83455559145?pwd=d0ZpUDZITmEwMU5tWUwvV216YjhRdz09 

Password: Beloved 

https://www.pbs.org/show/black-church/
https://bit.ly/3rogS43
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83455559145?pwd=d0ZpUDZITmEwMU5tWUwvV216YjhRdz09


The ECW is having its annual Plant Sale Fund Raiser with Stuver’s 
Nursery.  Coupons will be available within the next few weeks. Since 
we are still in a “Stay Home” alert, you can order your coupons by 
mail from the church office.  
 
There are two types of coupons:  

• Hanging basket/pouch coupons are $16.00. 
You pay the same price for a basket/pouch that you would without a 
coupon, but the ECW makes $5.00 per coupon and you pay no tax!  
 

• Flat coupons (8 market packs) are $12.50.   
You can mix/match flower and vegetable market packs to make up 
your flat if you like. This coupon is also good for five annuals  
(no perennials) in 4 1/2” pots.  NOTE:  The coupon DOES NOT IN-
CLUDE “PROVEN WINNERS” in white or black pots.  
 
Again, you pay the same price for a flat that you would without a cou-
pon, but the ECW makes $3.00 per coupon and you pay no tax!  
 
These coupons make nice gifts for Easter or Mother’s Day.    
They will expire 6/1/2021.     

Flower and Plant Fund Raiser  

 

Vestry Meeting  
via Zoom 

 
Sunday  

April 18, 2021 
1:00 p.m. 

Saturday Take-out Dinner 
April 10, 2021  
1:00-5:00 p.m.   

 
Menu: Chicken ‘n biscuits, mashed po-
tatoes with gravy, strawberry spinach 
salad and dessert. Cost per meal: $9.00 
Call (814) 535-6797 or email 
stmarks@atlanticbbn.net to order. 



         

HEAT & SNOW REMOVAL 
The First Collection of  the month is for our Heating Costs and Snow Re-
moval. We are almost done for the year! 

Pastoral Care 

All families of the church are encouraged to donate one dollar on the 
fourth Sunday of each month for our Pastoral Care. Please be sure to 
mark your donation separately for Pastoral Care.    

                                            BUILDING FUND CAMPAIGN 
The second collection of  the month is for our Building Fund Campaign. 
There are major repairs needed at the Narthex of  the Church due to water damage 
from the roof. Your continued generosity  towards the Building Fund Campaign is 
making it happen! 

 

DONATE ONLINE 
 
 

Pay your pledge or donate to our special collections online using 
PayPal or a Credit Card. Go to the Donate page of our website:  

https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and-its-
ministries/  to make your donation. 

               

2021 Weekly Altar Flowers & Monthly Altar Candles  
 

 

Donation price is $30 a Sunday for flowers and $8 a month for can-
dles. Please  contact Joanne in the Parish Office with your requests.   

 

4/4 (1), 4/11 (2),  5/9 (1), 5/16 (1), 5/23 (2), 5/30 (2), 

6/6 (1), 6/13 (1), 6/20 (2), 6/27 (2),  

7/4 (1). 7/11 (2), 7/18 (1), 7/25 (1), 

8/1 (1), 8/15 (1),  

9/5 (1), 9/19 (1), 9/26 (1) 

10/3 (1), 10/10 (1), 10/17 (1), 10/24 (2), 10/31 (1) 

11/7 (1), 11/21 (1), 11/28 (1),  

12/5 (2), 12/26 (2)  

https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and-its-ministries/
https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and-its-ministries/


               St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

                    335 Locust Street        
              Johnstown, Pa.   15901 
 
ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL 

  
Well, we completed another busy month at the Pet Food Pantry.  In the 9 years 
that we have been assisting families with pet food, we saw our highest total of  129 
families with 9 emergency walk ins during March. We gained  11 new families.  
 
We would like to thank the following donors for their generosity:  Ms. Theresa 
Kosaber, Mr. & Mrs. Delbert Hess, Caroline McGraw,  Mrs. June Farougi, Helping 
Hearts & Healing Tails, Annette M. Kristofco,  Patricia Taylor, Jane Hanechak, 
James Bezek, James & Donna Hollis, Tammy Burgan, Donna & Vincent Rzasa, 
Patricia Valari.   
 
 
We were able to help feed:    379 Dogs   and   19 Puppies 
        475 Cats    and   26 Kittens 
 
Totals for the month of  March were: 
  
Dogs:               Dry  food   1913 lbs       168 Cans     (supply ran out)       
Cats:      Dry  food   1780 lbs       192 Cans         same 
 
Total for January thru March: 
 
Dogs       Dry Food    3493 lbs   597  Cans                 
Cats             Dry Food    3398 lbs      546  Cans 
  
Next dates for Pet Food are April 7th and 8th from 9:30 am to 1:00 pm in the 
Courtyard.   
                                      
  
God Bless you!       
 Cynthia Greig and Joanne McKinley            



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

29 30 31 1 2 3

APRIL      Good Friday Liturgy

Evening Prayer A Service of Healing Noonday Prayer Evening Prayer Stations of the Cross Holy Saturday Liturgy

Litany of Penitence 6 PM Zoom 12 N Zoom 12 Noon Zoom 9 AM Zoom

 
6 PM Zoom

Compline 8 PM   

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

SUNDAY OF THE      PREP WORK  CHICKEN/BISCUIT

RESURRECTION  9:30 am to 1:00 pm  9:30 am to 1:00 pm
 DINNERS TAKE OUT DINNER

HOLY EUCHARIST
PET FOOD PET FOOD

1 TO 5

ZOOM
 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

   MORNING PRAYER

  10:00 AM Saturday's Kitchen 

  ZOOM

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

   MORNING PRAYER SPAY-NEUTER

  10:00 AM CLINIC

  ZOOM

25 26 27 28 29 30

   MORNING PRAYER

  10:00 AM

  ZOOM


