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Holy Eucharist Rite II 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Hymn 686                               Come thou fount of every blessing 

1 Come, thou fount of every blessing, 

tune my heart to sing thy grace! 

Streams of mercy never ceasing, 

call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 

sung by flaming tongues above. 

Praise the mount! O fix me on it, 

mount of God's unchanging love. 

 

2 Here I find my greatest treasure; 

hither by thy help, I've come; 

and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 

safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 

wandering from the fold of God; 

he, to rescue me from danger, 

interposed his precious blood. 

 

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 

daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 

bind my wandering heart to thee; 

 

prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 

prone to leave the God I love; 

here's my heart, oh, take and seal it, 

seal it for thy courts above. 

 

Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins; 

People His mercy endures for ever. 

The Decalogue: Contemporary 

Hear the commandments of God to his people: 

I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage. 

You shall have no other gods but me. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not make for yourself any idol. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not commit murder. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not steal. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

 



You shall not be a false witness. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

Amen. Lord have mercy. 

Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: 

The Lord your God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 

mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love 

your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment 

greater than these."    Mark 12:29-31 

The Celebrant then says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest, stands and says 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 

in eternal life. Amen. 

Lord have mercy. 

Christ have mercy. 

Lord have mercy. 

     

The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

      The Lord be with you. 

People     And also with you. 

Celebrant     Let us pray. 

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down 

from heaven to be the true bread which gives life to the world: 

Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in 

him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 

Numbers 21:4-9 

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around 

the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. The 

people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought 

us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no 

water, and we detest this miserable food.” Then the Lord sent 

poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that 

many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, “We have 

sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to 

the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the 

people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and  



set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and 

live.” So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and 

whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent 

of bronze and live. 

                 The Word of the Lord 

People      Thanks be to God 

Psalm 107: 1-3, 17-22 

1 We give you thanks, O God, for you are good, * 

    your mercy endures for ever.  

2 Let all those you have redeemed proclaim * 

   that you redeemed them from the hand of the foe. 
 

  

3 You gathered them out of the lands; * 

    from the east and from the west, 

    from the north and from the south. 

17 Some were fools and took to rebellious ways; * 

    they were afflicted because of their sins. 
 

  

18 They abhorred all manner of food * 

    and drew near to death's door. 
 

  

19 Then they cried to you in their trouble, * 

    and you delivered them from their distress. 
 

  

20 You sent forth your word and healed them *   

    and saved them from the grave. 
 

  

21 Let them give thanks to you for your mercy * 

    and the wonders you do for your children. 
 

  

22 Let them offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving * 

    and tell of your acts with shouts of joy. 

Ephesians 2:1-10 

You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once 

lived, following the course of this world, following the ruler of the 

power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are 

disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the passions of our 

flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature 

children of wrath, like everyone else. But God, who is rich in mercy, 

out of the great love with which he loved us even when we were dead 

through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace 

you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with 

him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come 

he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 

towards us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through 

faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God— not the 

result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has 

made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand to be our way of life. 

                The Word of the Lord 

People      Thanks be to God 

Hymn 691                                                  My faith looks up to thee 

1 My faith looks up to thee, 

thou Lamb of Calvary, 

Savior divine! 

Now hear me while I pray, 

take all my guilt away; 

O let me from this day 

be wholly thine. 

 



2 May thy rich grace impart 

strength to my fainting heart, 

 

my zeal inspire; 

as thou hast died for me, 

O may my love to thee 

pure, warm and changeless be, 

a living fire. 

3 While life's dark maze I tread, 

and griefs around me spread, 

be thou my guide; 

bid darkness turn to day; 

wipe sorrow's tears away, 

nor let me ever stray 

from thee aside. 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior, Jesus Christ according  

to Mark. 

  

People Glory to you, Lord Christ 

John 3:14-21 

And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the 

Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have 

eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 

that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have 

eternal life. “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 

him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do 

not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in 

the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the 

light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than 

light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light 

and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be  

exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it 

may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                                   The Rev. Nancy L. Threadgill 

 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 

life.”  John 3:16. This verse of scripture is possibly the most well 

known verse in the Bible, especially if you are a sports fan.  It may 

even be a verse that you can recite by heart just because you have seen 

it and heard it proclaimed so often, not just in church but out “in the 

world” as well.  This is one of the ways the Gospel of John talks about 

the final covenant God has made with human kind.  That covenant is 

Jesus. 

 It’s interesting that the gospel mentions the story of Moses 

lifting up a serpent in the wilderness just before that passage. We 

know from our Old Testament reading today that the Hebrew people 

were complaining once again to God and to Moses that they were 

unhappy in the wilderness and wanted to go back to Egypt.  After all 

Egypt was a known entity.  Even though they were slaves there and 

not really at home there, Egypt was something familiar and somewhat 

comfortable.  Out in the wilderness, life seemed tenuous, scary, with 

too many unknowns.  It was not comfortable at all.  They wanted to go 

back to what they knew.  

 Does that sound familiar?  Isn’t that what we want right now as 

well?  We want to get back to a “normal” life.  We want to be able to 

take our masks off, go to a concert or a hockey game, or travel without 

restrictions, or to visit and hug our loved ones again without fear.  I 

have prayed for that to happen and I am sure so have you.  We don’t 

mean to complain.  We don’t mean to be ungrateful for what we 

already have.  But we know what we want.  It has been a long year and 

we want it to be over. 

 God understands that.  Fortunately, the God we know does not 

get angry at us and send out poisonous snakes to bite us.  But God has  



sent us the equivalent of the bronze serpent that Moses made and that 

is Jesus.  All we have to do is look at the cross and believe in Christ 

and we are healed just as the Hebrew people who had been bitten by 

the poisonous snakes in the wilderness looked on the bronze serpent 

and were healed.  

 Jesus Christ is our savior.  Jesus Christ will see us through the 

wilderness we are experiencing right now just as God and Moses saw  

the Israelites through their trek through the wilderness after they left 

Egypt.  We do not have to fear the unknown because we are not alone 

and never will be alone.  There will be an end to this journey.  When 

we get to that point, there will be a “new normal” only because this 

past twelve month adventure has changed us.  It has changed the world 

and it has changed the way we perceive the way things ought to be.  I, 

for one, will no longer take things for granted.  I hope I will have more 

patience with others and with myself.  I pray that I will have become 

even more aware of those in need.  I pray that I will be able to 

recognize racism, ageism, sexism, and any other “ism” in myself and 

in the world around me and do what I can to end it.  I know that I will 

not be able to do that alone but I will be able to do that “with God’s 

help”.  I pray all of that not only for myself but for all of you as well. 

Amen  

 

 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty,  

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen.? 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    

 For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    

 by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

Form I 

The Leader says 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the 

Lord, saying "Lord, have mercy." 

For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, 

and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 



For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church 

of God, and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Dorsey, our Bishop, and for all the 

clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For Joe, our President, for Tom, our Governor, for the leaders of the 

nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For this city of Johnstown, for every city and community,                     

and for those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of 

the earth, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the 

wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air or 

 through outer space, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and 

for the sick and the suffering, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For                            , let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the 

destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for all who 

remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for 

all the departed, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and 

degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without 

suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O 

Lord, by your grace. 

Lord, have mercy. 

In the communion of St. Mark and of all the saints, let 

us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to 

Christ our God. 

To you, O Lord our God. 

Silence. 

Almighty God, who created us in your image: Grant us 

grace fearlessly to contend against evil and to make no peace 

with oppression; and, that we may reverently use our freedom, 

help us to employ it in the maintenance of justice in our 

communities and among the nations, to the glory of your holy 

Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your 

Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall choose a bishop for 

the Diocese of Pittsburgh, that we may receive a faithful pastor, who 

will care for your people and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Lord, hear the prayers of your people; and what we have 

asked faithfully, grant that we may obtain effectually, to the 

glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Peace 

The Celebrant says to the people 

   
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the 

name of the Lord. 

         The Holy Communion 

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the 

victory, and the majesty. For everything in heaven and on 

earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom, and you are 

exalted as head over all.   1 Chronicles 29:11 

 

Hymn 685                                           Rock of ages, cleft for me 

1 Rock of ages, cleft for me, 

let me hide myself in thee; 

let the water and the blood 

from thy wounded side that flowed, 

be of sin the double cure, 

cleanse me from its guilt and power. 

2 Should my tears for ever flow, 

should my zeal no languor know, 

all for sin could not atone; 

thou must save, and thou alone; 

in my hand no price I bring, 

simply to thy cross I cling. 

3 While I draw this fleeting breath, 

when mine eyelids close in death, 

when I rise to worlds unknown 

and behold thee on thy throne, 

Rock of ages, cleft for me, 

let me hide myself in thee. 

Eucharistic Prayer A 

  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 

where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 

heaven and earth. 

You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare 

with joy for the Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in 

works of mercy, and renewed by your Word and Sacraments, 

they may come to the fullness of grace which you have 

prepared for those who love you. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 



Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us 

for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become 

 

subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 

nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 

God and Father of all. 

 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, 

in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 

world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 

Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 

to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 

this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 

resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 

Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 

and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 

and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 

into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and 

with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 

and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 

             As our Savior Christ 

             has taught us, 

             we now pray, 

 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

    hallowed be your Name, 

    your kingdom come, 

    your will be done, 

        on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

    as we forgive those 

        who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

    and deliver us from evil. 

 



For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

    and the glory are yours, 

    now and for ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

 

A period of silence is kept. 

 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him 

in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

For those unable to receive the physical Communion at this time 

please pray the following with me: 

 

          My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed 

Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving as 

I proclaim your resurrection. I love you above all things, and long for 

you in my soul. Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your 

Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and 

strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be 

separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in 

the life to come. Amen. 

Communion Hymn 574         Before thy throne, O God we kneel 

1 Before thy throne, O God, we kneel: 

give us a conscience quick to feel, 

a ready mind to understand 

the meaning of thy chastening hand; 

whate'er the pain and shame may be, 

bring us, O Father, nearer thee. 

2 Search out our hearts and make us true; 

help us to give to all their due. 

From love of pleasure, lust of gold, 

from sins which make the heart grow cold, 

wean us and train us with thy rod; 

teach us to know our faults, O God. 

3 For sins of heedless word and deed, 

for pride ambitious to succeed, 

for crafty trade and subtle snare 

to catch the simple unaware, 

for lives bereft of purpose high, 

forgive, forgive, O Lord, we cry. 

4 Let the fierce fires which burn and try, 

our inmost spirits purify: 

consume the ill; purge out the shame; 

O God, be with us in the flame; 

a newborn people may we rise, 

more pure, more true, more nobly wise. 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Blessing 

May the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts 

and  minds in the knowledge of God and of God’s son Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, and the blessing of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with 

you now and always.  Amen.  

Hymn 473                                          Lift high the cross                             

[Refrain:] 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

till all the world adore his sacred Name. 

1. Led on their way by this triumphant sign, 

the hosts of God in conquering ranks combine. (Refrain) 

2. Each newborn servant of the Crucified 

bears on the brow the seal of him who died. (Refrain) 

3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

as thou hast promised, draw the world to thee. (Refrain) 

4 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

praise to the Crucified for victory. (Refrain) 

               Let us bless the Lord. 

People    Thanks be to God 
 

 

 

From Book of Common Prayer 1979 

Hymns from Hymnal 1982   

 

 

Psalm from The Saint Helena Psalter 2004 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer  

St. James Episcopal Church, Penn Hills, 

and the Rev. Canon Eric McIntosh;  

and the Beloved Community Initiative 

 

Altar Candles Given to the Greater Glory of God 

In Loving Memory of 

 Patricia Shaffer 

Larry Shaffer and Family 

 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

Jeremiah 1:31-34 

Hebrews 5:5-10 

John 12: 20-33 

Psalm 51: 1-13 

                                                   

 

 Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through 

transformational worship and service. 

 

 

 


