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Hymn 147                                  Now let us all with one accord 

 

1 Now let us all with one accord, 

in company with ages past, 

keep vigil with our heavenly Lord  

in his temptation and his fast. 

 

2 The covenant, so long revealed  

to those of faith in former time, 

Christ by his own example sealed, 

the Lord of love, in love sublime. 

 

3 Your love, O Lord, our sinful race  

has not returned, but falsified;  

author of mercy, turn your face 

and grant repentance for our pride. 

 

4 Remember, Lord, though frail we be, 

in your own image were we made; 

help us, lest in anxiety,  

we cause your name to be betrayed 

 

5 Therefore, we pray you, Lord forgive;  

so when our wanderings here shall cease,  

we may with you forever live,  

in love and unity and peace. 

 

Litany of Penitence 

The Celebrant and People together 

Most holy and merciful Father: 

We confess to you and to one another, 

and to the whole communion of saints 

in heaven and on earth, 

that we have sinned by our own fault 



in thought, word, and deed; 

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

The Celebrant continues 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and 

strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven. 

Have mercy on us, Lord. 

We have been deaf to your call to serve, as Christ served us. 

We have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved 

your Holy Spirit. 

Have mercy on us, Lord. 

We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness: the 

pride, hypocrisy, and impatience of our lives, 

We confess to you, Lord. 

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation 

of other people, 

We confess to you, Lord. 

Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those 

more fortunate than ourselves, 

We confess to you, Lord. 

Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and 

our dishonesty in daily life and work, 

We confess to you, Lord. 

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to 

commend the faith that is in us, 

We confess to you, Lord. 

Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done: 

for our blindness to human need and suffering, and our 

indifference to injustice and cruelty, 

Accept our repentance, Lord. 

For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our 

neighbors, and for our prejudice and contempt toward those 

who differ from us, 

Accept our repentance, Lord. 

For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of 

concern for those who come after us, 

Accept our repentance, Lord. 

Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us; 

Favorably hear us, for your mercy is great. 

Accomplish in us the work of your salvation, 

That we may show forth your glory in the world. 

 By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord, 

Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

The Priest, stands and, facing the people, says 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

desires not the death of sinners, but rather that they may turn 

from their wickedness and live, has given power and 

commandment to his ministers to declare and pronounce to 

his people, being penitent, the absolution and remission of 

their sins. He pardons and absolves all those who truly 

repent, and with sincere hearts believe his holy Gospel. 

Therefore we beseech him to grant us true repentance and his 

Holy Spirit, that those things may please him which we do on 

this day, and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure 

and holy, so that at the last we may come to his eternal joy; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Rend your hearts and not your garments. Return to the Lord 

your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and 

abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. 

Joel 2:13 



The Invitatory and Psalter 

Officiant  Lord, open our lips. 

People    And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

Antiphon 

The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: Come let us 

adore him. 

Jubilate      Psalm 100 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 

    serve the Lord with gladness 

    and come before his presence with a song. 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 

    he himself has made us, and we are his;  

    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 

go into his courts with praise; * 

    give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 

For the Lord is good; 

his mercy is everlasting; * 

    and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Psalm 19                                             Caeli enarrant 

1 The heavens declare your glory, O God, * 

    and the firmament shows your handiwork. 

 
  

2 One day tells its tale to another, * 

    and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
 

  

3 Although they have no words or language, * 

    and their voices are not heard, 
 

  

4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 

    and their message to the ends of the world. 
 

  

5 In the deep you have set a pavilion for the sun; * 

    it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his 

chamber; 

    it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 

 

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 

and runs about to the end of it again; * 

    nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 

 

7 Your law, O God, is perfect and revives the soul; * 

    your testimony is sure 

    and gives wisdom to the innocent. 
 

  

8 Your statutes are just and rejoice the heart; * 

    your commandment is clear 

    and gives light to the eyes.  

9 The fear of you is clean and endures for ever; * 

    your judgments are true  and righteous altogether.  

10 More to be desired are they than gold, 

                             more than much fine gold, * 

     sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 
 

  

11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * 

    and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 

  



12 Who can tell how often one offends? * 

    Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 

  

13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 

let them not get dominion over me; * 

    then shall I be whole and sound, 

    and innocent of a great offense. 
 

  

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 

                             heart be acceptable in your sight, * 

    O, God, my strength and my redeemer. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

Exodus 20:1-7 

Then God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who brought 

you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall 

have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, 

whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on 

the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not 

bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a 

jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third 

and the fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing 

steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and 

keep my commandments. You shall not make wrongful use of the 

name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who 

misuses his name. 

               

The Word of the Lord 

People   Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Song of Isaiah        Quaerite Dominum 

          Isaiah 55:6-11 

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; * 

    call upon him when he draws near. 

Let the wicked forsake their ways * 

    and the evil ones their thoughts; 

And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have compassion, * 

    and to our God, for he will richly pardon. 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, * 

    nor your ways my ways, says the Lord. 

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, * 

    so are my ways higher than your ways, 

    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

For as rain and snow fall from the heavens * 

    and return not again, but water the earth, 

Bringing forth life and giving growth, * 

    seed for sowing and bread for eating, 

So is my word that goes forth from my mouth; * 

    it will not return to me empty; 

But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, * 

    and prosper in that for which I sent it. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it 

is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment 

of the discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where 

is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 

foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the 

world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the 

foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews 

demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ 

crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to 



those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 

God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than 

human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

              The Word of the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn 142                              Lord, who throughout these forty days 

1 Lord, who throughout these forty days 

for us didst fast and pray, 

teach us with thee to mourn our sins 

and close by thee to stay. 

2 As thou with Satan didst contend 

and didst the victory win, 

O give us strength in thee to fight, 

in thee to conquer sin. 

3 As thou didst hunger bear and thirst, 

so teach us, gracious Lord, 

to die to self, and chiefly live 

by thy most holy Word. 

4 And through these days of penitence, 

and through thy Passiontide, 

yea, evermore, in life and death, 

Jesus! with us abide. 

5 Abide with us, that so, this life 

of suffering overpast, 

an Easter of unending joy 

we may attain at last! 

John 2:13-22 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In 

the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the 

money changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he 

drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He 

also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their 

tables. He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things 

out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” His 

disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will 

consume me.” The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us 

for doing this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 

three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “This temple has 

been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in 

three days?” But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After he 

was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said 

this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had 

spoken. 

              The Word of the Lord 

People    Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon                                                The Rev. Nancy L Threadgill 

 Earlier during this Lenten season, we listened to scripture 

telling us about the covenants God made with humanity. First, there 

was a flood that covered the entire earth.  Presumably all those who 

were not on the ark died.  Then God promised Noah that there would 

be no more floods like that and put a rainbow in the sky to remind 

everyone of that covenant. God said, “This is the sign of the covenant 

that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 

Then we heard the story of God asking a very faithful Abraham 

to leave all that he knew to start a new life with Sarah, his wife.  Both 

of them were getting on in years and yet God told Abraham he would 

have a son by Sarah and said, “You shall be the ancestor of a multitude 

of nations.”  That is the covenant God made with Abraham, Sarah and 

their offspring. 

Today we heard part of the covenant God made with humanity 

through Moses after Moses had brought the Israelites out of Egypt and 

before they entered the land promised to them by God.  Moses came 



down from the mountain holding two tablets on which the Ten 

Commandments were written.  These were the laws that God expected 

the Israelites to follow.  These represented another covenant that God 

made with God’s people.  

God repeatedly made covenants with humanity in the Old 

Testament.  Even though both parties were expected to abide by those 

covenants, we know from scripture and from experience ourselves that 

God has remained faithful but humanity has not. 

Now, we live via the New Testament Good News of the life, 

death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  God sent Jesus to show us who 

our God is and what is expected of us.  Jesus is the final covenant God 

has made with humanity. In today’s Gospel we hear of Jesus’ rather 

unique way of expressing himself in the temple in Jerusalem.  He 

drove out all the animals being sold for sacrifice, threw out the money 

changers, threw all the money on the ground and overturned the tables. 

If anyone there that day did not know who he was, they did after all 

that.  He proclaimed, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my 

Father’s house a marketplace!”  He actually called himself the son of 

God by saying this when he said that the temple was his Father’s 

house. Once again, Jesus was speaking and acting with great authority.  

When he was asked about this authority, he responded, “Destroy this 

temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”  Of course, he was then 

talking about himself and, in fact, that is exactly what happened after 

his crucifixion which, thankfully, the disciples remembered. 

Jesus is the covenant God has made with us.  We are called to 

keep our part of the bargain by living and being just as Christ lived.  

We are called to keep Jesus’ two commandments to love God and love 

our neighbor.  These two commandments are the previous ten 

commandments in a nutshell.  Let us use this Lenten period to consider 

how successful we are at keeping our part of the covenant with God 

and then finding ways to improve.  We do not have to do this work 

alone.  God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit will help.  Rely on that.  Amen.  

The Apostles’ Creed 

Officiant and People together 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth; 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        and born of the Virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic Church, 

    the communion of saints, 

    the forgiveness of sins 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 

R.    Your saving health among all nations. 

V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

The Collect of the Day 



Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves 

to help ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in our bodies and 

inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all 

adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil 

thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Vocation in Daily Work 

Almighty God our heavenly Father, you declare your glory 

and show forth your handiwork in the heavens and in the 

earth: Deliver us in our various occupations from the service 

of self alone, that we may do the work you give us to do in 

truth and beauty and for the common good; for the sake of 

him who came among us as one who serves, your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Collect for our Country 

 

Almighty God, who has given us this good land for our 

heritage: We humbly beseech you that we may always prove 

ourselves a people mindful of your favor and glad to do your will. 

Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and 

pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; 

from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend 

our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes 

brought here out of many kindreds and tongues. Endue 

with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in your Name we entrust 

the authority of government, that there may be justice and 

peace at home, and that, through obedience to your law, we 

may show forth your praise among the nations of the earth. 

In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, 

and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in you to fail; 

all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

.A Collect for the Election of a Bishop 

 

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on 

your Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall 

choose a bishop for the Diocese of Pittsburgh, that we may receive a 

faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our 

ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the 

earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those 

who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people 

everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the 

nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; 

and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Please add your own intercessions and thanksgivings at this time 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 



A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one  

accord to make our common supplication to you; and you  

have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two  

or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the  

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions  

as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of  

your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Hymn 409                                 The spacious firmament on high 

1 The spacious firmament on high, 

with all the blue ethereal sky, 

and spangled heavens, a shining frame, 

their great Original proclaim. 

The unwearied sun from day to day 

does his Creator's power display; 

and publishes to every land 

the work of an almighty hand. 

2 Soon as the evening shades prevail, 

the moon takes up the wondrous tale, 

and nightly to the listening earth 

repeats the story of her birth: 

whilst all the stars that round her burn, 

and all the planets in their turn, 

confirm the tidings, as they roll 

and spread the truth from pole to pole. 

3 What though in solemn silence all 

move round the dark terrestrial ball? 

What though no real voice nor sound 

amid their radiant orbs be found? 

In reason's ear they all rejoice, 

and utter forth a glorious voice; 

for ever singing as they shine, 

"The hand that made us is divine." 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. 

Amen.                                         2 Corinthians 13:14   

From Book of Common Prayer 1979 

Hymns from The Hymnal 1982 

Psalm from The Saint Helena Psalter 2004 

 

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Canonsburg, and  

the Rev. Canon Dr. Catherine Brall 

 

Altar Candles Given to the Greater Glory of God 

In Loving Memory of 

 John Roman 

Perpetual 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

Numbers 21:4-9 

Ephesians 2:1-10 

John 3:14-21 

Psalm 107: 1-3, 17-22 

 

Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through 

transformational worship and service. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


