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Holy Eucharist Rite II 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Hymn 191                  Alleluia! Alleluia! Hearts and voices           

heavenward raise 

1. Alleluia, alleluia! 

Hearts and voices heavenward raise: 

sing to God a hymn of gladness, 

sing to God a hymn of praise. 

He, who on the cross a victim, 

for the world's salvation bled, 

Jesus Christ, the King of Glory, 

now is risen from the dead. 

 

2. Now the iron bars are broken, 

Christ from death to life is born, 

glorious life, and life immortal, 

on his resurrection morn. 

Christ has triumphed, and we conquer 

by his mighty enterprise: 

we with him to life eternal 

by his resurrection rise. 

3. Christ is risen, Christ the first-fruits 

of the holy harvest field, 

which will all its full abundance 

at his second coming yield: 

then the golden ears of harvest 

will their heads before him wave, 

ripened by his glorious sunshine, 

from the furrows of the grave. 

 

4. Christ is risen, we are risen! 

Shed upon us heavenly grace, 

rain, and dew, and gleams of glory 

from the brightness of thy face; 

that, with hearts in heaven dwelling, 

we on earth may fruitful be, 

and by angel hands be gathered, 

and be ever, Lord, with thee. 

 

5. Alleluia, alleluia! 

Glory be to God on high; 

Alleluia! to the Savior, 

who has won the victory; 

Alleluia! to the Spirit, 

fount of love and sanctity; 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

to the Triune Majesty. 

 

 

Celebrant    Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People        The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.        

 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Gloria 



Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

     The Lord be with you. 

People      And also with you. 

Celebrant     Let us pray. 

 

The Celebrant says the Collect. 

 

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his 

disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, 

that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 

Acts 3:12-19 

When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do 

you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own 

power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God 

of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified 

his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence 

of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you rejected the 

Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to 

you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the 

dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name 

itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith 

that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence 

of all of you. “And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, 

as did also your rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold 

through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent 

therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out, 

             The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 4                                            Cum invocarem 
 
1 Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; 

*   you set me free when I am hard-pressed; 

    have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 

 

2 "You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; * 

    how long will you worship dumb idols 

    and run after false gods?" 

3 Know that God does wonders for the faithful; * 

    when I call, God will hear me. 
 

  



4 Tremble, then, and do not sin; * 

    speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. 
 

  

5 Offer the appointed sacrifices * 

    and put your trust in the Most High..  

6 Many are saying, 

"Oh, that we might see better times!" * 

    Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O God. 
 

  

7 You have put gladness in my heart, * 

    more than when grain and wine and oil increase. 
 

  

8 I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; * 

    for only you, God, make me dwell in safety. 

   

 1 John 3:1-7 
 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be 

called children of God; and that is what we are. The reason 

the world does not know us is that it did not know 

him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be 

has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when 

he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as 

he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, 

just as he is pure. 

 

Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is 

lawlessness. You know that he was revealed to take away 

sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him 

sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known 

him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who 

does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 

 

 

             The Word of the Lord 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Hymn 492                   Sing, ye faithful. sing with gladness 

1 Sing, ye faithful, sing with gladness, 

wake your noblest, sweetest strain, 

with the praises of your Savior 

let his house resound again; 

him let all your music honor, 

and your songs exalt his reign. 

2 Sing how he come forth from heaven, 

bowed himself to Bethlehem's cave, 

stooped to wear the servant's vesture, 

bore the pain, the cross, the grave, 

passed within the gates of darkness, 

thence his banished ones to save. 

3 So, he tasted death for mortals, 

he, of human-kind the head, 

sinless one, among the sinful, 

Prince of life, among the dead; 

thus he wrought the full redemption, 

and the captor captive led. 

4 Now on high, yet ever with us, 

from his Father's throne the Son 

rules and guides the world he ransomed, 

till the appointed work be done, 

till he see, renewed and perfect, 

all things gathered into one. 

 

 

 

             



The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus   

             Christ according to Luke 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ 

  

 Luke 24:36b-48 

While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood 

among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They 

were startled and terrified, and thought that they were 

seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you frightened, 

and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands 

and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a 

ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I 

have.” And when he had said this, he showed them his 

hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving 

and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything 

here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he 

took it and ate in their presence. Then he said to them, 

“These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 

with you—that everything written about me in the law of 

Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 

fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the 

scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 

Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 

day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. 

              The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon                            The Rev. Nancy L. Threadgill 

  

 Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

 The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

 It is after Easter.  The tomb is empty and the disciples know 

that Jesus has risen from the dead.  They have seen him, heard him, 

touched him.  They know he is not a ghost.  They know that he is 

alive.  And yet, when he suddenly appears among them they are 

startled and terrified.   All of you at some point in your lives have lost 

a loved one, a friend, or even a pet.  You mourn that loss just as the 

disciples are continuing to mourn the loss of Jesus.  They know in their 

minds that he is alive but he is not with them in the same way he was 

with them before he died on the cross.  When he suddenly appears in 

their midst, they are surprised and scared.  To be honest, if my friend 

who died just before Easter suddenly appeared beside me today, I 

would probably scream and wonder about my sanity. I don’t know if 

the disciples screamed but there were probably some sounds of 

surprise made.  Then Jesus asks why they are afraid.  He asks for 

something to eat and they watch as he eats a piece of broiled fish.  He 

is alive and yet, he is different. 

 Several of the reports we have in the Gospels of Jesus’ 

appearances after his resurrection tell us of the disciples’ inability to 

recognize him immediately.  Then Jesus does something or says 

something that helps to open their eyes to his presence.  Then he opens 

their minds and their hearts also to understand his life, his death and 

his resurrection so that they can go out into the world and proclaim the 

good news to the world.  Jesus doesn’t do this just once, he does it 

several times.   He continues to appear and teach and help his 

followers know the reason for his appearance on this earth.  He 

continues to help them understand about repentance, forgiveness of 

sins, and the loving God that he proclaimed with his life and teachings. 

He continues to teach by word and example his two commandments to 

love God and to love neighbor.  He continues to maybe not so subtly 

pound into the hearts and minds of his followers the lessons he expects 

them to pass on to the world after he leaves them on their own.  

 Guess what?  It worked!  Here we are, over 2000 years later, 

calling ourselves Christians and doing our best to be examples of  



Christ to everyone we meet.   We continue to do the work Jesus asked 

his followers to do.  They learned the lessons.  We have learned the 

lessons.  Now it is our time to pass them down to the world around us.   

            Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

 The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

 The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,                                                

and his kingdom will have no end.   

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    

 He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 

Form III 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and 

humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and 

Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations 

of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 



Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions. 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the 

earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those 

who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people 

everywhere may seek after you and find you, bring the nations 

into your fold, pour out your Spirit upon all flesh, and hasten 

the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

Almighty God our heavenly Father, you declare your glory 

and show forth your handiwork in the heavens and in the 

earth: Deliver us in our various occupations from the service 

of self alone, that we may do the work you give us to do in 

truth and beauty and for the common good; for the sake of 

him who came among us as one who serves, your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Confession of Sin 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 

The Celebrant says to the people 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the 

name of the Lord. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Through Christ let us continually offer to God the sacrifice of 

praise, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his Name. 

But do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, 

for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.   Hebrews 13:14, 15 

 

 

Hymn 210                                     The day of resurrection 

 



1. The day of resurrection! 

Earth, tell it out abroad; 

the Passover of gladness, 

the Passover of God. 

From death to life eternal, 

from earth unto the sky, 

our Christ hath brought us over, 

with hymns of victory. 

2. Our hearts be pure from evil, 

that we may see aright 

the Lord in rays eternal 

of resurrection light; 

and, listening to his accents, 

may hear so calm and plain 

his own "All hail!" and, hearing, 

may raise the victor strain. 

3. Now let the heavens be joyful, 

let earth her song begin, 

the round world keep high triumph, 

and all that is therein; 

let all things seen and unseen 

their notes in together blend, 

for Christ the Lord is risen, 

our joy that hath no end. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Eucharistic Prayer B 

The Celebrant faces the people and says 

  The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you.  

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  

People We lift them to the Lord.  

 

Celebrant 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 

where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 

heaven and earth. 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious 

resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the 

true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken 

away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed 

death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us 

everlasting life.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love 

which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling 

of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 

prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 

Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from 

 



the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 

to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 

into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, 

O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this 

bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon 

these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of 

Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 

Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 

being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, 

put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to 

that heavenly country where, with St. Mark and all your 

saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 

 

daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 

creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 

salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 

for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 

 

 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

As our Savior Christ 

has taught us, 

we now pray, 

 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

    hallowed be your Name, 

    your kingdom come, 

    your will be done, 

        on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily 

bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

    as we forgive those 

        who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of 

trial, 

    and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

    and the glory are yours, 

    now and for ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. 

A period of silence is kept. 

 



Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following instruction. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, 

with thanksgiving. 

For those unable to receive the physical Communion at this time 

please pray the following with me: 

 

          My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed 

Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving as 

I proclaim your resurrection. I love you above all things, and long for 

you in my soul. Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your 

Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and 

strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be 

separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in 

the life to come. Amen. 

Communion Hymn 204                         Now the green blade riseth 

1 Now the green blade riseth, from the buried grain, 

Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 

Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

2 In the grave they laid him, Love whom hate had slain, 

Thinking that never he would awake again, 

Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:  

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

3 Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 

He that for three days in the grave had lain; 

 

Quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen: 

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

4 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 

Thy touch can call us back to life again, 

Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:  

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

        Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Almighty and everliving God, 

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out 

to do the work you have given us to do, 

to love and serve you 

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

May the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts 

and minds in the knowledge of God and of God’s son Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, and the blessing of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you 

now and always. Amen.  

Hymn 205                           Good Christians all, rejoice and sing 

1. Good Christians all, rejoice and sing! 

Now is the triumph of our King! 



To all the world glad news we bring: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

2. The Lord of life is risen today! 

Sing songs of praise along his way; 

let all the earth rejoice and say: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

3. Praise we in songs of victory 

that love, that life which cannot die, 

and sing with hearts uplifted high: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

4. Your name we bless, O risen Lord, 

and sing today with one accord 

the life laid down, the life restored: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

5. To God the Father, God the Son, 

to God the Spirit, always One, 

we sing for life in us begun.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

           

Alleluia. Alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

 

From Book of Common Prayer 1979 

Hymns from Hymnal 1982 

Psalm from Saint Helena Psalter 2004 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

Leadership of the diocese, including the Standing Committee,  

the Board of Trustees, and Diocesan Council; 

 and Episcopal Relief & Development 

 

 

 

Altar  Flowers Given to the Greater Glory of God 

In Loving Memory of 

Nathan Astleford 

5th Anniversary 

Terry and Joseph Astleford 

 

 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

Acts 4:5-12 

1 John 3:16-24 

John 10: 11-18 

Psalm 23 

 

Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through 

transformational worship and service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


