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Hymn 175                                                  Hail thee, festival day!                            

Refrain: 

Hail thee, festival day! 

blest day that art hallowed forever, 

day whereon Christ arose, 

breaking the kingdom of death 

1. Lo, the fair beauty of earth, 

from the death of the winter arising! 

Every good gift of the year 

now with its Master returns: [Refrain] 

2. He who was nailed to the cross 

is Lord and the ruler of nature; 

all things created on earth 

sing to the glory of God: [Refrain] 

3. Daily the loveliness grows, 

adorned with glory of blossom; 

heaven her gates unbars, 

flinging her increase of light: [Refrain] 

4. Rise from the grave now, O Lord, 

who art author of life and creation. 

Treading the pathway of death, 

life thou bestowest on all: [Refrain] 

5. God the Creator, the Lord, 

who rulest the earth and the heavens, 

guard us from harm without; 

cleanse us from evil within: [Refrain] 

6. Jesus the health of the world, 

enlighten our minds, thou Redeemer, 

Son of the Father supreme, 

only-begotten of God: [Refrain] 



7. Spirit of life and of power, 

now flow in us, fount of our being, 

light that dost enlighten all, 

life that in all dost abide: [Refrain] 

8. Praise to the giver of good! 

Thou Love who art author of concord, 

pour out thy balm on our souls, 

order our ways in thy peace: [Refrain] 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in 

it.    Psalm 118:24 

Confession of Sins 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together, 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Officiant says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

Officiant  Lord, open our lips. 

People    And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

Alleluia. 

Antiphon 

Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed: Come let us adore him. 

Alleluia. 

Christ our Passover     Pascha nostrum 

1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22 

Alleluia. 

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; * 

    therefore let us keep the feast, 

Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, * 

    but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia. 

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; * 

    death no longer has dominion over him. 

The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; * 

    but the life he lives, he lives to God. 



So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 

    and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 

Christ has been raised from the dead, * 

    the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

For since by a man came death, * 

    by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 

For as in Adam all die, * 

    so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 

Psalm 133                      Ecce, quam bonum! 

1   Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 

     when brethren live together in unity! 

 

2   It is like fine oil upon the head * 

     that runs down upon the beard, 

 

3   Upon the beard of Aaron, * 

     and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 

 

4   It is like the dew of Hermon * 

     that falls upon the hills of Zion. 

 

5   For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: * 

     life for evermore. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 

Acts 3:12-19 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and 

soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but 

everything they owned was held in common. With great power the 

apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 

great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among 

them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the 

proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 

distributed to each as any had need. 

Here ends the Lesson. 

 The Song of the Redeemed    Magna et mirabilia 

          Revelation 15:3-4 

O ruler of the universe, Lord God, 

great deeds are they that you have done, * 

    surpassing human understanding. 

Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, * 

O King of all the ages. 

Who can fail to do you homage, Lord, 

and sing the praises of your Name? * 

    for you only are the Holy One. 

All nations will draw near and fall down before you, * 

    because your just and holy works have been revealed. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

1 John 1:1-2.2 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, 

what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched 

with our hands, concerning the word of life— this life was revealed, 

and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life 

that was with the Father and was revealed to us— we declare to you 

what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship 

with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son 

Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be 

complete. 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 

God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we 



have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and 

do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the 

light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his 

Son cleanses us from all sin. 

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will 

forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say 

that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not 

sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 

Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and 

not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

Here ends the Lesson. 

Hymn 209                                    We walk by faith, and not by sight 

1. We walk by faith, and not by sight; 

no gracious words we hear from him 

who spoke as none e'er spoke; 

but we believe him near. 

2. We may not touch his hands and side, 

nor follow where he trod; 

but in his promise we rejoice; 

and cry, "My Lord and God!" 

3. Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; 

and may our faith abound, 

to call on you when you are near, 

and seek where you are found: 

4. that, when our life of faith is done, 

in realms of clearer light 

we may behold you as you are, 

with full and endless sight. 

John 20:19-31 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 

doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of 

the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 

you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 

the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them 

again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 

you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But 

Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 

them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen 

the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in 

his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 

his side, I will not believe.” 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 

with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put 

your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in 

my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord 

and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you 

have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come 

to believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 

disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so 

that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 

God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

               

Sermon                                                        The Rev. James Liggett 

                                                                          Sermons that Work 

Alleluia, Christ is Risen. 

The Lord is Risen indeed, Alleluia. 

The Second Sunday of Easter is very dependable. (Not just with 

attendance.) This is Thomas’ Sunday, and every year the Gospel tells  



the story of Jesus’ special appearance among the Apostles to greet 

Thomas. There’s much to appreciate about Thomas – and much we 

can learn from him. 

The first thing to learn is about the disciples and faith, the second is 

about doubt in general. Let’s start with Thomas’ unfortunate adjective. 

He’s always called “doubting”, as if the other disciples had more faith 

than he did, and that made Thomas a bit of a problem. But it didn’t 

work that way. The problem really wasn’t with Thomas; it was with 

the others. 

Remember what happened. For one reason or another, Thomas was not 

with the others on Easter morning; (the Bible doesn’t say why, but 

perhaps he had company that weekend) so Thomas didn’t share their 

experience of the risen Lord. That meant they had something he didn’t 

have, and instead of their experience, what Thomas had was their word 

about what they had seen—and that wasn’t enough. You see, Thomas 

never doubted Jesus; he doubted the other Apostles. The problem was 

not really Thomas—the problem was the credibility of the others. They 

had seen the risen Jesus; they had been given his peace and his spirit; 

they had been sent by him to continue his work in the world. We heard 

all of that in the first part of the Gospel. 

It was now up to these witnesses to share the good news. That’s what 

they were sent to do. And, bless their hearts, their witness to the 

Resurrection was not even compelling enough to convince Thomas; 

and Thomas wanted to believe – he was ready to believe. 

It’s the same way now. The temptation is to say that the problem is out 

there, with all of those unbelievers like Thomas—if they would only 

shape up and believe better, (preferably to the point of becoming 

Episcopalians), then things would improve immeasurably. It’s easier to 

do that, to complain about them, than it is to pay careful attention to 

the less-than-persuasive words and lives of today’s disciples—of those 

who are called to be witnesses to Jesus. It feels better to call Thomas 

“doubting” than to call the disciples—or ourselves—“unconvincing”. 

But Thomas is here to make us uncomfortable, not smug. Remember, 

faith almost always comes to people through the faith of others, 

through the life and ministry of the Church. 

Virtually everyone “out there” is like Thomas. Virtually everyone “out 

there” – and that includes our children and grandchildren – depends 

upon people who already believe to point them toward faith. Virtually 

everyone “out there” – and that includes our children and 

grandchildren – depends upon us. 

The other disciples told Thomas, “We have seen the Lord.” But they 

were scared; they were hiding behind locked doors; they were only 

talking to each other. Just a week earlier, Jesus had stood among 

them—but you couldn’t tell it from them. They sure didn’t act like 

something wonderful had happened at Easter. So, Thomas didn’t 

believe them, even though he wanted to. That’s the way it was, and all 

too often, that’s the way it still is. Thomas was not the problem. 

Today’s doubting Thomases are not the problem. The problem is the 

authenticity, the power, and the persuasiveness of the Church. That’s 

the bad news. 

But there is good news here as well—Good News for Thomas, for the 

disciples, and so for us, the Church. For Christ is risen, and he comes 

to us. Risen, he comes to the Church—even when the Church 

continues to huddle in fear behind locked doors. 

And he brings to completion the work that a weak and sinful collection 

of disciples cannot do alone. Work that we cannot do alone. The good 

news is that Jesus continues to be with us, that he continues to be for 

us, and that he continues to speak to us and to his world his words of 

forgiveness and of peace. 

This doesn’t mean we are off the hook. It doesn’t mean we have no 

responsibilities and no vocation to service. It doesn’t mean that Jesus 

will do it all for us, and we can take it easy. But it does mean that we 

are able to continue–warts and all—in hope and in confidence. It does 

mean both that we are not alone, and that we do not need to be afraid.  



Sometimes we fail, as the disciples failed with Thomas. But we don’t 

stop, and we don’t give up, and we are free to do our best, even if it’s 

risky. While there is always room for improvement, there is never 

cause for despair. We continue to struggle forward together, and Jesus 

continues to be found among us. 

The heart of the story of doubting Thomas is not about doubt 

(Thomas’ or anyone else’s), it’s about the call of the Church to witness 

to the Resurrection. And the biggest piece of good news is not that 

Thomas comes to faith; the biggest bit of good news is that the Risen 

Lord still comes to his Church. That good news is for us. We are called 

to be witnesses to the Resurrection, and our Lord is with us. 

Alleluia, Christ is Risen. The Lord is Risen indeed, Alleluia! 

The Apostles’ Creed 

Officiant and People together 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth; 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        and born of the Virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic Church, 

    the communion of saints, 

    the forgiveness of sins 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in 

heaven, hallowed be thy 

Name, 

     thy kingdom come, 

     thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in 

heaven. 

Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, 

     as we forgive those 

     who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into 

temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

     and the power, and the 

glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 

     your kingdom come, 

     your will be done, 

    on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily 

bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

     as we forgive those 

         who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of 

trial, and deliver us from 

evil. 

For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are 

yours, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

R.    And grant us your salvation. 

V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 

R.    Let your people sing with joy. 

V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 

 



V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 

R.    Your saving health among all nations. 

V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

The Collect of the Day 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery 

established the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all 

who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body 

may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Sundays 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of 

the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this 

day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week 

to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

A Collect for Peace 

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know 

you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend 

us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that 

we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of 

any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

.A Collect for the Election of a Bishop 

 

 

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on 

your Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall 

choose a bishop for the Diocese of Pittsburgh, that we may receive a 

faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our 

ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Please add your own intercessions and thanksgivings at this time 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole 

body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified: 

Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before 

you for all members of your holy Church, that in their 

vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; 

through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

 

 

 



A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one  

accord to make our common supplication to you; and you  

have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two  

or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the  

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions  

as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of  

your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Alleluia, alleluia, let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God, Alleluia, alleluia. 

Hymn 193                     That Easter Day with joy was bright 

1 That Easter day with joy was bright: 

the sun shone out with fairer light 

when to their longing eyes restored, 

the apostles saw their risen Lord. 

 

2 His risen flesh with radiance glowed, 

his wounded hands and feet he showed; 

those scars their solemn witness gave 

that Christ was risen from the grave. 

 

3 O Jesus, King of gentleness, 

do thou thyself our hearts possess, 

that we may give thee all our days 

the willing tribute of our praise. 

 

4 O Lord of all, with us abide 

in this, our joyful Easter-tide; 

from every weapon death can wield 

thine own redeemed forever shield. 

 

5 All praise, O risen Lord, we give to thee, 

who, dead, again dost live;  

 

 

to God the Father equal praise,  

and God the Holy Ghost, we raise. 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 

Amen.    2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

From Book of Common Prayer 1979 

Hymns from The Hymnal 1982 

 

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer  

Non-parochial clergy including the Rev. Kathryn LaLonde,  

the Rev. William Miller, the Rev. Thomas Prichard,  

and the Rev. Charles Fischer 

 

 

Altar Flowers Given to the Greater Glory of God 

In Loving Memory of 

Catherine Stringer 

4th Anniversary 

Perpetual Flowers 

 

 

In Loving Memory of 

Karl Marootian 

            Perpetual Flowers   

 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

Acts 3:12-19 

1 John 3:1-7 

Luke 24: 36b-48 

Psalm 4 

Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through 

transformational worship and service. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


