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Hymn 199                                      Come, ye faithful, raise the strain 

 

1. Come, ye faithful, raise the strain 

of triumphant gladness! 

God hath brought his Israel 

into joy from sadness: 

loosed from Pharaoh's bitter yoke 

Jacob's sons and daughters, 

led them with unmoistened foot 

through the Red Sea waters. 

 

2. 'Tis the spring of souls today: 

Christ hath burst his prison, 

and from three days' sleep in death 

as a sun hath risen; 

all the winter of our sins, 

long and dark, is flying 

from his light, to whom we give 

laud and praise undying. 

 

3. Now the queen of seasons, bright 

with the day of splendor, 

with the royal feast of feasts, 

comes its joy to render; 

comes to glad Jerusalem, 

who with true affection 

welcomes in unwearied strains 

Jesus' resurrection. 

 

4. Neither might the gates of death, 

nor the tomb's dark portal, 

nor the watchers, nor the seal 

hold thee as a mortal: 

but today amidst thine own 

thou didst stand, bestowing 

that thy peace which evermore 

passeth human knowing. 
 



Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord 

Jesus Christ.                                  1 Corinthians 15:57 

Confession of Sins 

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of 

Almighty God our heavenly Father, to set forth his praise, to 

hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf 

of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our 

salvation. And so that we may prepare ourselves in heart and 

mind to worship him, let us kneel in silence, and with 

penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may 

obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. 

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together, 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Officiant says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

Officiant  Lord, open our lips. 

People    And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

Alleluia. 

Antiphon 

Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed: Come let us adore him. 

Alleluia. 

Venite                                  Psalm 95:1-7 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 

    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 

    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, * 

    and a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 

    and the heights of the hills are his also. 

The sea is his, for he made it, * 

    and his hands have molded the dry land. 

 



Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 

    and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

For he is our God, 

and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 

    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

Psalm 23                                           Dominus regit me 

1  The LORD is my shepherd; * 

     I shall not be in want. 

 

2   He makes me lie down in green pastures * 

     and leads me beside still waters. 

 

3   He revives my soul * 

     and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

 

4   Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

     I shall fear no evil; * 

     for you are with me; 

     your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

 

5    You spread a table before me in the presence of those 

       who trouble me; * 

       you have anointed my head with oil, 

       and my cup is running over. 

 

6     Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 

       of my life, * 

       and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 

 

Acts 4:5-12 

The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in 

Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, 

and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they had made the 

prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by 

what name did you do this?” Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, 

said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if we are questioned 

today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are 

asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and 

to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good 

health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, 

whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is ‘the stone that was 

rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.’ There is 

salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 

among mortals by which we must be saved.” 

            The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

A Song of Creation    Benedicite, omnia opera Domini 

          Song of the Three Young Men, 35-65 

Invocation 

Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

I    The Cosmic Order 

Glorify the Lord, you angels and all powers of the Lord, * 

    O heavens and all waters above the heavens. 

Sun and moon and stars of the sky, glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 



Glorify the Lord, every shower of rain and fall of dew, * 

    all winds and fire and heat. 

Winter and Summer, glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O chill and cold, * 

drops of dew and flakes of snow. 

Frost and cold, ice and sleet, glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O nights and days, * 

    O shining light and enfolding dark. 

Storm clouds and thunderbolts, glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

II    The Earth and its Creatures 

Let the earth glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills, 

and all that grows upon the earth, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams, * 

    O whales and all that move in the waters. 

All birds of the air, glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild, * 

    and all you flocks and herds. 

O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

III    The People of God 

Let the people of God glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

 

Glorify the Lord, O priests and servants of the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O spirits and souls of the righteous, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

You that are holy and humble of heart, glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Doxology 

Let us glorify the Lord: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

1 John 3: 16-24 

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought 

to lay down our lives for one another. How does God’s love abide in 

anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need 

and yet refuses help? Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, 

but in truth and action. And by this we will know that we are from the 

truth and will reassure our hearts before him 

whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, 

and he knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, 

we have boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever we 

ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 

And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of 

his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded 

us. All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in 

them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he 

has given us. 

          The Word of the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God. 

 



Hymn 343                                 Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless 

1 Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless 

thy chosen pilgrim flock 

with manna in the wilderness, 

with water from the rock. 

2 We would not live by bread alone, 

but by thy word of grace, 

in strength of which we travel on 

to our abiding place. 

3 Be known to us in breaking bread, 

and do not then depart; 

Savior, abide with us, and spread 

thy table in our heart. 

4 Lord, sup with us in love divine, 

thy Body and thy Blood, 

that living bread, that heavenly wine, 

be our immortal food. 

John 10:11-18 

 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the 

sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and 

the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away 

because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good 

shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father 

knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the 

sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring 

them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, 

one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down 

my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it 

down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have 

power to take it up again. I have received this command from my 

Father.” 

              

The Sermon                                         The Rev. Nancy L. Threadgill 
 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  

The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 Every year, just after Easter, we have Good Shepherd Sunday.  

When I was Rector of The Church of the Good Shepherd in Mobile, 

AL, I was sometimes stumped on what I would preach on that day.  I 

wondered if I could say anything new that would resonate with the 

people who would hear me.  That church has a stained-glass window 

inside the building with a light behind it because it is part of an inside 

wall, not an actual window.  There is Jesus with a shepherd’s crook 

surrounded by sheep and he appears to be standing on a hillside. The 

unusual fact about this window is that Jesus is depicted as a white 

man.  The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd’s congregation is 

predominantly black.  It is confusing.  Historically, this church is the 

oldest African-American Episcopal Church in the state of Alabama.  

The original church was formed by a group of free blacks and former 

slaves who were tired of being forced to sit in the balcony of another 

Episcopal Church in the city. They met in an abandoned church 

building in downtown Mobile which is where the stained-glass 

window had its original home.  When the current church was built, this 

window was moved into the new building.  I had several parents tell 

me, it is difficult to answer their children’s questions about this 

inconsistency.  The creche displayed at Christmas has black figures.  

Their Sunday school materials depict Jesus as black and yet, the 

window in the church has a white Jesus.  Truthfully, Jesus was 

probably Middle Eastern with a dark complexion closer to brown than  

black.  Does it matter? 

 Yes and no.  In this country, right now, it is important that 

black people see themselves as children of God whose skin color is not 

what defines them in others’ eyes.  Racism must be ended and yes, 

black lives matter.  All people, black, brown, Asian and white are 

equal in the eyes of God and as Christians, we must see them that way 

too.  In our Baptismal Covenant we are called to “strive for justice and 

peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human 

being.”   No, it shouldn’t matter what color of skin any of us has but at 

this point in time, it does.  Let us strive to change ourselves and our 



way of thinking so that what color a person is doesn’t define how we 

react to them and keep us from loving them.   

 Jesus, as the Good Shepherd, sees each of us as equal to any 

other.  Jesus, as the Good Shepherd, looks out for our welfare every 

minute of every day.  Jesus, as the Good Shepherd, loves us as he 

loved his disciples.  Jesus, as the Good Shepherd trusts us to follow in 

his footsteps and change the world. 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  

The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

The Apostles’ Creed 

Officiant and People together 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth; 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        and born of the Virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic Church, 

    the communion of saints, 

    the forgiveness of sins 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

 

Officiant 

The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in 

heaven, hallowed be thy 

Name, 

     thy kingdom come, 

     thy will be done, 

     on earth as it is in 

heaven. 

Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, 

     as we forgive those 

     who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into 

temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

     and the power, and the 

glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 

     your kingdom come, 

     your will be done, 

    on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily 

bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

     as we forgive those 

         who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of 

trial, and deliver us from 

evil. 

For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are 

yours, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 

R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 

V.    Day by day we bless you; 

R.    We praise your name for ever. 

V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today; 

R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 

V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy; 

R.    For we put our trust in you. 

 



 

V.    In you, Lord, is our hope; 

R.    And we shall never hope in vain. 

The Collect of the Day 

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people; 

Grant that when we hear his voice we may know him who 

calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with 

you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Saint Mark    April 25 

Almighty God, by the hand of Mark the evangelist you have 

given to your Church the Gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of 

God: We thank you for this witness, and pray that we may be 

firmly grounded in its truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Guidance 

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our 

being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by 

your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our 

life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are 

ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

.A Collect for the Election of a Bishop 

 

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on 

your Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall 

choose a bishop for the Diocese of Pittsburgh, that we may receive a 

faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our 

ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the 

earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those 

who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people 

everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the 

nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; 

and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Please add your own intercessions and thanksgivings at this time 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one  

accord to make our common supplication to you; and you  

have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two  

or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the  

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions  

as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of  

your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 



Alleluia, alleluia, let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God, Alleluia, alleluia. 

Hymn 518                          Christ is made the sure foundation 

1 Christ is made the sure foundation, 

Christ the head and cornerstone, 

chosen of the Lord, and precious, 

binding all the Church in one; 

holy Zion's help for ever, 

and her confidence alone. 

2 All that dedicated city, 

dearly loved of God on high, 

in exultant jubilation 

pours perpetual melody; 

God the One in Three adoring 

in glad hymns eternally. 

3 To this temple, where we call thee, 

come, O Lord of Hosts, today; 

with thy wonted loving-kindness 

hear thy servants as they pray, 

and thy fullest benediction 

shed within its walls alway. 

4 Here vouchsafe to all thy servants 

what they ask of thee to gain; 

what they gain from thee, for ever 

with the blessèd to retain, 

and hereafter in thy glory 

evermore with thee to reign. 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in 

believing through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Romans 15:13 

 

 

 

From Book of Common Prayer 1979 

Hymns from The Hymnal 1982 

 

 

 

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer  

 

All Saints Episcopal Church, Brighton Heights, 

 the Rev. Dr. Bruce Robison 

 

Altar Flowers Given to the Greater Glory of God 

 

In Loving Memory of 

Jack Slater 

Perpetual Flowers 

 

In Loving Memory of 

Alfred Weaver Barratt &  Marian Barratt 

Perpetual Flowers 

  

Next Week’s Readings 

 

Acts 8:26-40 

1 John 4:7-21 

John 15:1-8 

Psalm 22:24-30 

Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through 

transformational worship and service. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


