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  A Note from Nancy – May 2021 

 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!     

 

After much discussion with the vestry, other clergy and Bishop 
McConnell and after even more prayer, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
will reopen for in person worship Sunday, May 23, 2021.  It is the day of 
Pentecost so wear red and we will celebrate the coming of the Holy Spir-
it in style.  We will also continue to be on line.  Be advised that we will 
still require masks, no singing and social distancing.  If the weather is 
reasonable (not raining or snowing), we will have a modified coffee hour 
in the courtyard so we can finally talk to one another in person.  Howev-
er, in the event that not everyone is fully vaccinated, please continue to 
wear your mask even outside until further notice. Be aware that the virus 
is still present in our community and we must remain vigilant.  

I am just as anxious as you are to return to some semblance of 
“normalcy” even knowing that life will never be the same as it was be-
fore the pandemic.  We have learned a great deal and we have all 
changed in many ways.   We adapted.  We became more media savvy.  
We found that we are flexible.  We are more aware of the needs and con-
cerns of others besides ourselves. We have grown up whether we wanted 
to or not. 

I know that I have found myself asking for help from others and, 
more importantly, help from our Triune God.  Sometimes I specifically 
talk to God, sometimes to Jesus, sometimes to the Holy Spirit, and 
sometimes to whichever person of the Trinity will listen to me. Do I get 
an answer? Sometimes.  Does it matter if I get an immediate answer?  
No.  Sometimes I just need for God to listen.  The funny thing is, that’s 
how I feel when I talk to people too.  Sometimes, I just need someone to 
listen.  I’ve also become more aware that I need to do more listening my-
self.  I pray that that is one of the lessons I have learned in the last year.  
What have you learned about yourself ? 

 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!     

Peace,  In Christ, 

Mother Nancy 
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Please remember  

St. Mark’s Church in your will.   



From the Senior Warden 
It’s Still Easter! 

This past year has been challenging for all. My challenge is my sense of timing—how much time to complete 

a task, how much time available. Saturday before Easter I remembered I wanted to send to our grandson, 

Bradley an Easter present. After helping prepare the church for Easter, I went shopping and found a cuddly 

zebra. Several weeks passed before I packed a box stuffed with spring colored tissue paper and shipped it 

off to North Carolina. Jim teased me; Easter has passed and I might as well save it for next year.  I replied it’s 

still Easter! It  lasts even longer than Christmas! Soon after sending the Easter gift, we received pictures and 

a video of Bradley hugging the zebra.  Yes, It’s still Easter! 

Hope for our Future  

 Last month I wrote reflecting on the hopeful words in the passage from Jeremiah (29:11)   

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, 

to give you a future with hope.   

There is so much hope in those words. I have witnessed  God’s plans for St. Mark’s unfolding as we tend our 

gardens! New names appear in our Sunday services on Zoom each week.  We’re preparing for the Spring 

Halupki Dinner—guaranteed to be as popular as the last! Our Pet Food Pantry sees many visitors every 

month! René, Trish, Julia and friends have graciously volunteered to serve at Saturday’s Kitchen on FIVE 

dates!  Please consider baking a cake for these dates!  And speaking of HOPE - we are looking forward to 

opening up for in-person services on Pentecost Sunday! As Mother Nancy said in her Note, we have learned 

to do so many new things and we will continue to learn new things every day … with God’s help!  

Beloved Community  

Early this year Bishop Dorsey announced the Beloved Community Initiative, part of the larger National 

Church Beloved Community Initiative. The March and April issues of the Grapevine featured stories about 

this initiative. Recently I  “Gathering on Sacred Ground” with Bishop Curry; that same week I attended a 

workshop on Diversity and Inclusion in the classroom. The Diocesan Race to Reconciliation Anti-Racism 

Workshop is May 14 & 15. These themes are part of the annual Pitt Diversity Institute (I’m planning to at-

tend). I’m hearing a call to look closely in my own heart. Do I see the face of God in others?   

Our Baptismal Covenant calls us to 

 “seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself [and] strive for justice and 

peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being”  

We respond to each saying, “I will with God’s help.”  

Its still Easter and Easter lasts 50 Days! May all that we think say and do be a reflection of God’s love for us!  

Easter Blessings  

Lisa  
Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally  

through transformational worship and service. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PASTORAL CARE 

 

Please remember all mothers this Mother’s Day, your own, yourself and those who 

nurture others in their daily lives. Those who counsel and assist friends, family 

members, neighbors and strangers. Those who care for animals, nature and the 

Earth.  Perhaps you cannot be with your loved one at this crucial time of distancing, 

but remember, they are always in your heart and thoughts.  

 

A Mother’s Prayer For You  

I said a Mother’s Day prayer for you  

to thank the Lord above  

for blessing me with a lifetime  

of your tenderhearted love.  

I thanked God for the caring  

you’ve shown me through the years,  

for the closeness we’ve enjoyed  

in time of laughter and of tears.  

And so, I thank you from the heart  

for all you’ve done for me  

and I bless the Lord for giving me  

the best mother there could be!  

~ Anon. 

 

Happy Mother’s Day to you and blessings to you and yours this month of May. 

 

Pastoral Care Ministry 



 

Saturday’s Kitchen Update 

Earlier this year, Joan Bost, who coordinates Saturday’s Kitchen, asked if St. Mark’s could help her 

fill open dates for meals in 2021.  The pandemic has had a negative effect and she needed serv-

ers, cakes and additional funding, if possible.   

René, Trish, Julia and friends have graciously volunteered to serve on FIVE dates, all SUNDAYS!  

Many thanks to them!!  

                                     The dates are May 2,  May 16,  June 6,  July 11,  October 24 

Part of serving at the Kitchen includes providing 6 cakes to be served for dessert.  Our members 

can help those who are serving the meals by making the cakes for each of these dates.  A remind-

er email will be sent early in the week before each date.  If you can provide a cake, please prompt-

ly “reply all”  to the email when it is sent, so that everyone knows if six cakes are coming.  The 

cakes should be delivered to the church by 10:00 AM on the SUNDAY that they will be served. 

(Thank you to Lisa, Amy, Joanne, Mother Nancy, and Julia for baking the cakes for May 2!) 

 

The ECW has voted to donate $500 to Saturday’s Kitchen to help with the cost of the five addition-

al meals. 

Thank you to all of the members of St. Mark's for supporting this much needed ministry. 

Kitty Batrus   

 

Flower and Plant Fundraiser  
 

The ECW  Plant Sale “Fundraiser” with Stuver’s Nursery is in progress. Mother’s Day  
is May 9th and a “Beautiful Basket or 2” would be a great gift that will last the entire summer.  
 
There are two types of coupons:  
 
Hanging basket/pouch coupons are $16.00. You pay the same price for a basket/pouch that you would 
without a coupon, but the ECW makes $5.00 per coupon and you pay no tax!  
 
Flat coupons (8 market packs) are $12.50.  You can mix/match flower and vegetable market packs to 
make up your flat if you like. This coupon is also good for five annuals (no perennials) in 4 1/2” pots.  
NOTE:  The coupon DOES NOT INCLUDE “PROVEN WINNERS” in white or black pots. Again, you 
pay the same price for a flat that you would without a coupon, but the ECW makes $3.00 per coupon and 
you pay no tax!  

 
The coupons expire 6/1/2021. Coupons can be purchased by calling Mother Nancy or Joanne at the 
Church.  We can mail them to you. And they can be redeemed at Stuver’s until June 1, 2021.  



 

Vestry Meeting 

  

 May 16, 1 PM 

Zoom 

                 Pastoral Care 

 

All families of the church are encouraged 
to donate one dollar on the fourth  Sunday 
of each month  (May 23rd) for our Pastoral 
Care.  

 

Please be sure to mark your donation sep-
arately for Pastoral Care.    

COLLECTIONS FOR THE MONTH OF MAY 

Animal Welfare Ministry 

 
The First Collection of  the Month will be for our Animal Welfare 
Ministry.  Thank you for your continued support and generosity. 

 BUILDING FUND CAMPAIGN 
   

 Your extra collection on the second  Sunday of  the month goes towards the renovation 

 of  the Narthex.  Hopefully, this will begin in late summer.   

  

Your continued generosity is making it happen! 

 

Finance Meeting 
  

 To Be Announced 

 



ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL 

St. Mark’s Animal Welfare Ministry 

335 Locust St. 

Johnstown, Pa.   15901 

Well, we are completing another busy month at the Pet Food Pantry. We continue to hold our Pet 
Pantry outside in the Courtyard, due to restrictions with the Coronavirus. Everyone was grateful 
that we were able to be open.  Even with people receiving a stimulus check, we will  continue to 
help feed our Pets as long as funds are available.  So many people are still  out of  work and strug-
gling.   

We would like to thank the following donors who have helped during these trying times: Joan 
Cesare,  Mr.  & Mrs. Delbert Hess, Valerie Kasper,  Marnie Gallop,   Annette M. Kristofco,  Patri-
cia Taylor, Judith Zubal, June Farougi, Theresa Kosaber,  Erin Pavic, Karl Sedei, Humane  Society 
of  Cambria County, Sally Hoffman, Beverly Burkhardt,  Jennifer Wavrin, Marlin Boratko, Balance 
Restaurant, Yvonne Lucas, and Dolores Sebastian, for their  continued generosity.   

During the month of  April we were able to assist 98 Families, with 7 of  them being new to the 
Pet Food Pantry.  Many people received stimulus checks from the Government in late March and 
early April and did not feel the need to participate in our program. 

 

We were able to help feed: 

 125 Dogs   and    6  Puppies     336 Cats    and    51  Kittens  

Totals for the month of  April were: 

 Dogs:               Dry  food   885  lbs             117 Cans             

 Cats:      Dry  food   858  lbs              45  Cans  (shortage of  cans)     

 

We thought it best to purchase  more dry food as the cost of  canned cat food is extremely high 
with one can costing about 65 cents.  There is also a  shortage on  canned food at many of  the 
supply stores.   

Total for January thru April: 

 Dogs       Dry Food    4375 lbs   714  Cans                        

 Cats             Dry Food    4256 lbs      591  Cans 

  

God Bless All of  You and Keep You Safe During These Trying Times, 

Cynthia Greig, and Joanne McKinley 

 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

Animal Welfare Ministry 

  

Pet Food Dates for May:  9:30 am to 12:30 pm.   May  5th and May 6th. 



Saturday May 22, 2021 

2:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Take-out Only 

Call (814) 535-6797 to order 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
335 Locust Street, Johnstown PA  15901 

(814) 535-6797  Email: stmarks@atlanticbbn.net 

www.saintmarksjohnstown.com 

Proceeds benefit St. Mark’s Digital Ministries 

Dinner consists of  
1 Halupki,  

2 Pierogies,  
a serving of  

       Halushki,  
and 2 cookies.  

  
Plate price: $9.00 

Take-out Halupki Harvest  

Stuffed Cabbage Dinner 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Satruday

                  1

MAY      

ma      

          

    

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

HOLY EUCHARIST    

10:00 AM PET FOOD PANTRY  PET FOOD PANTRY  

ZOOM
 

9:30 AM - 1:00 PM      9:30  AM - 1:00 PM
 

      

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

MORNING PRAYER     

10:00 AM  

ZOOM
   

    

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

MORNING PRAYER  SPAY-NEUTER CLINIC HOLUPKI  DINNER 1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM 

10:00 AM
PREP WORK HOLUPKI  DINNER

ZOOM
 

TAKE OUT

 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

PENTECOST SUNDAY     

10:00 AM
  

HOLY EUCHARIST
   

  

30 31 5/9 Mother's Day

HOLY EUCHARIST MEMORIAL DAY  

10:00 AM    

  

 


