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THE WORD OF GOD 

Hymn 47                              On this day, the first of days 

1 On this day, the first of days, 

God the Father's Name we praise, 

who, creation's Lord and spring, 

did the world from darkness bring 

. 

2 On this day the eternal Son 

over death his triumph won; 

on this day the Spirit came 

with his gifts of living flame. 

 

3 Maker, who didst fashion me 

image of thyself to be, 

fill me with thy love divine, 

let my every thought be thine. 

 

4 Holy Jesus, may I be 

dead and buried here with thee; 

and, by love inflamed, arise 

unto thee a sacrifice. 

5 Thou who dost all gifts impart, 

shine, blest Spirit, in my heart; 

best of gifts, thyself bestow; 

make me burn thy love to know. 

 

6 God, the blessèd Three in One, 

dwell within my heart alone; 

thou dost give thyself to me, 

may I give myself to thee. 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    receive our prayer. 



 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

      The Lord be with you. 

People     And also with you. 

Celebrant     Let us pray. 

O God, from whom all good proceeds: Grant that by your 

inspiration we may think those things that are right, and by 

your merciful guiding may do them; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 

Genesis 3:8-15 

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the 

time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves 

from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 

But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are 

you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was 

afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 

He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 

tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The 

woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, 

and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that 

you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 

The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed 

are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your 

belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will 

put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring 

and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

                 The Word of the Lord 

People      Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 130                                   De profundis 

 

1 Out of the depths have I called to you; O God; 

hear my voice; * 

    let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 

 

2 If you were to note what is done amiss, * 

    O God, who could stand? 

 

3 For there is forgiveness with you; * 

    therefore you shall be feared. 

 

4 I wait for you, O God; my soul waits for you; * 

    in your word is my hope. 

  

5 My soul waits for you, 

more than sentries for the morning, * 

    more than sentries for the morning. 

 

6 O Israel, wait upon God, * 

    for with God there is mercy; 

 

7 With God there is plenteous redemption, * 

    God shall redeem Israel from all their sins.  



2 Corinthians 4:13-51 

But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with 

scripture—“I believed, and so I spoke” —we also believe, and so we 

speak, because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will 

raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his 

presence. Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends 

to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of 

God. So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting 

away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. For this slight 

momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory 

beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at 

what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what 

cannot be seen is eternal. 

                 The Word of the Lord 

People      Thanks be to God 

Hymn 533                               How wondrous and great thy works 

1 How wondrous and great thy works, God of praise! 

How just, King of saints, and true are thy ways! 

O who shall not fear thee, and honor thy Name? 

Thou only art holy, thou only supreme. 

2 To nations of earth thy light shall be shown; 

their worship and vows shall come to thy throne: 

thy truth and thy judgments shall spread all abroad, 

till earth's every people confess thee their God. 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior, Jesus Christ according  

to John. 

  

People Glory to you, Lord Christ 

Mark 3:20-35 

The crowd came together again, so that Jesus and his disciples could  

not even eat. When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, 

for people were saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” And the 

scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and 

by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” And he called them 

to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out 

Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot 

stand. And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be 

able to stand. And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, 

he cannot stand, but his end has come. But no one can enter a strong 

man’s house and plunder his property without first tying up the strong 

man; then indeed the house can be plundered. 

“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever 

blasphemies they utter; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy 

Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”— for 

they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.” 

Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent 

to him and called him. A crowd was sitting around him; and they said 

to him, “Your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking 

for you.” And he replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” And 

looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother 

and my brothers! Whoever does the will of God is my brother and 

sister and mother.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                                   The Rev. Nancy L. Threadgill 

 On June 16, 1858, Abraham Lincoln was chosen by the 

Republican Party to run for the U.S. Senate from the state of Illinois.  

In a speech to the delegates that chose him, he said the following: “A 

house divided against itself cannot stand." I believe this government 

cannot endure, permanently half slave and half free. I do not expect the 

Union to be dissolved -- I do not expect the house to fall -- but I do 

expect it will cease to be divided.”  Lincoln used those words from 

scripture because he was aware that the people hearing him would 



know they came from Jesus Christ and could be found in all three of 

the synoptic gospels.  They were prophetic.  The Union became so 

divided that a civil war was fought.  But….. here we are 163 years 

later and the Union was not dissolved.  The house still stands, but it is 

still divided.  The divisions are no longer about slavery but there are 

deep divisions along the lines of racism, genderism, partisanship, 

police brutality, ageism, abortion, individualism, economics, 

homelessness and even more.  The list is lengthy.   

 Last Monday, we celebrated Memorial Day.  I participated in 2 

events remembering those who gave their lives defending this country.  

At each event, the Pledge of Allegiance was recited and I was 

reminded that this country was founded as “one nation, under God, 

with liberty and justice for all.”  That is not who we are now and, 

actually, have never been.   But that is this country’s mission.  That is 

what we should be all about.  

In today’s gospel, Jesus is confronted by his family who want 

him to conform to their way of thinking.  Jesus asks the question, 

“Who are my mother and my brothers?”  Then he looks around at all 

the people surrounding him and states, “Here are my mother and my 

brothers! Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and 

mother.”  Whoever does the will of God …… Jesus gave us two 

commandments that signify how to do the will of God.  They are: love 

God and love your neighbor.   That is our call, not just as Christians 

but as the people of this country as well.  In order to fulfill God’s call 

to us and to fulfill the mission of this country, that is what we must do:  

Love God and love our neighbor.  Consider what this country and, 

indeed, what this world would be like if everyone did that.  There 

would be no more war, there would be no more poverty, all would 

share what they had so no one would need.  Is that a pipe dream?  For 

it to happen in my lifetime, maybe.   For it to happen eventually, no.  

That is God’s dream and with God’s help, it will happen.  Amen. 

  

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty,  

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen.? 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    

 For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

   by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

Form I 

 



The Leader and People pray responsively 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the 

Lord, saying "Lord, have mercy." 

For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, 

and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church 

of God, and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray 

to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in 

authority, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For this city Johnstown, for every city and 

community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of 

the earth, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the 

wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air or 

through outer space, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and 

for the sick and the suffering, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For                            , let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the 

destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for all who 

remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for 

all the departed, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and 

degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without 

suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord, by 

thy grace. 

Lord, have mercy. 

In the communion of Saint Mark and of all the saints, let 

us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to 

Christ our God. 

To thee, O Lord our God. 

Silence. 

Almighty God, giver of every good gift. Look graciously on your 

Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall choose a bishop for  



this diocese that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for 

your people and equip us for our ministries. We pray especially for 

Kim Coleman, Scott Gunn, Jeff Murph, Ketlen Solak and Diana 

Wilcox who have offered themselves to your service in this way, and 

for Bishop Dorsey McConnell as he begins his retirement in 

September. We ask all this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 

 

The Celebrant says to the people 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the 

name of the Lord. 

         The Holy Communion 

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring 

offering and come into his courts.   Psalm 96:8 

Hymn 620                                   Jerusalem, my happy home 

1 Jerusalem, my happy home, 

when shall I come to thee? 

When shall my sorrows have an end? 

Thy joys when shall I see? 

2 Thy saints are crowned with glory great; 

they see God face to face; 

they triumph still, they still rejoice 

in that most happy place. 

3 There David stands with harp in hand 

as master of the choir: 

ten thousand times would one be blest 

who might this music hear. 

4 Our Lady sings Magnificat 

with tune surpassing sweet, 

and blessed martyrs' harmony 

doth ring in every street. 

 



5 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 

God grant that I may see 

thine endless joy, and of the same 

partaker ever be! 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Eucharistic Prayer C 

In this prayer, the lines in italics are spoken by the People 

  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of 

glory and praise. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 

 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of 

interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, 

and this fragile earth, our island home. 

By your will they were created and have their being 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, 

and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us 

the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed       

your trust; and we turned against one another. 

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight 

. 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets 

and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in the 

 

fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to 

fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 

By his blood, he reconciled us. 

By his wounds, we are healed. 

 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly 

chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all 

those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to 

proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

 

Celebrant and People 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and 

made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before 

you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the 

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the 

blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and 

said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me." 

 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and 

said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 

Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me." 

 

 

 



Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this 

sacrifice of thanksgiving,  

We celebrate his death and resurrection, 

as we await the day of his coming. 

 

Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our 

eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver 

us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace 

only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for 

renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one 

body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the 

world in his name. 

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus 

Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the 

Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, 

from generation to generation. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 

As our Savior Christ 

has taught us, 

we now pray, 

 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

Our Father in heaven, 

    hallowed be your Name, 

    your kingdom come, 

    your will be done, 

        on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

    as we forgive those 

        who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

    and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

    and the glory are yours, 

    now and for ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

 

A period of silence is kept. 

 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him 

in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

For those unable to receive the physical Communion at this time 

please pray the following with me: 

 

          My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed 

Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving as 

I proclaim your resurrection. I love you above all things, and long for 

you in my soul. Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your 

Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and 

strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be 

separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in 

the life to come. Amen. 

Hymn 315                     Thou, who at the first Eucharist didst pray 

1. Thou, who at thy first Eucharist didst pray 

that all thy Church might be for ever one, 

grant us at every Eucharist to say 

with longing heart and soul, "Thy will be done." 



O may we all one bread, one body be, 

through this blest sacrament of unity. 

2. For all thy Church, O Lord, we intercede; 

make thou our sad divisions soon to cease; 

draw us the nearer each to each, we plead, 

by drawing all to thee, O Prince of Peace; 

thus may we all one bread, one body be, 

through this blest sacrament of unity. 

3. So, Lord, at length when sacraments shall cease, 

may we be one with all thy Church above, 

one with thy saints in one unbroken peace, 

one with thy saints in one unbounded love; 

more blessed still, in peace and love to be 

one with the Trinity in Unity. 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 

May the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts 

and minds in the knowledge of God and of God’s son Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, and the blessing of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you 

now and always.  Amen.  

Hymn 569                                                   God, the Omnipotent! 

1 God the Omnipotent! King who ordainest 

thunder thy clarion, the lightning thy sword; 

show forth thy pity on high where thou reignest: 

give to us peace in our time, O Lord. 

2 God the All-merciful! Earth hath forsaken 

thy ways all holy, and slighted thy word; 

bid not thy wrath in its terrors awaken: 

give to us peace in our time, O Lord. 

3 God, the All-righteous One! Earth hath defied thee; 

yet to eternity standeth thy word, 

falsehood and wrong shall not tarry beside thee: 

give to us peace in our time, O Lord. 

4 God the All-provident! earth by thy chastening 

yet shall to freedom and truth be restored; 

through the thick darkness thy kingdom is hastening: 

thou wilt give peace in our time, O Lord. 

               Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People    Thanks be to God 

 

 

From Book of Common Prayer 1979 

Hymns from Hymnal 1982   
 Psalm from The Saint Helena Psalter 2004 

 

 

 

 

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

 

Christ Episcopal Church, North Hills, the Rev. Canon James Shoucair, 

the Rev. Christine McIlvain, and the Rev. Lorena Ringle 



 

Altar Flowers Given to the Greater Glory of God 

In Loving Memory of the  

Departed Clergy of St. Mark’s 

 

Altar Candles Given to the Greater Glory of God 

 

 In Loving Memory of  

Ed Stavas 

From Wife Martha 

 

 

                                   Next Week’s Readings 

Ezekial 17:22-24 

2 Corinthians 5:6-10, (11-13), 14-17 

Mark 4:26-34 

Psalm 92: 1-4, 11-14 

 

 

 Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through 

transformational worship and service. 

 

 

 
 

 

 


