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Please remember  
St. Mark’s Church in your will.   

  
  

 
A Note from Nancy – September 2021 

 Bishop Dorsey McConnell has retired as Diocesan Bish-
op of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh.  Until Sept. 11, he 
will act as a consultant to the Standing Committee and the 
Standing Committee will be the ecclesiastical authority for the 
diocese until The Rev. Ketlan Solak is consecrated as the next 
bishop of Pittsburgh on Saturday, November 13, 2021 at Cal-
vary Episcopal Church.  My understanding is that Bishop-Elect 
Solak will be working with the diocesan office staff starting in 
September learning her way around her job as bishop and 
learning her way around the diocese.  I expect to see a visita-
tion schedule soon. 

 Having said all of that, even though I was not here 
when Bishop McConnell was elected, I truly believe he was the 
right choice for bishop at that time.  He has helped to bring a 
hurting and divided diocese together to move forward with the 
ministries that God has asked each of us to do to bring mercy, 
healing and justice to a wounded world.  Please put Dorsey and 
Betsy in your prayers as they move to New Hampshire and 
begin the next part of their journey together. At the same time, 
please put Ketlen and Scott Solak in your prayers as they move 
to Pittsburgh and begin the next part of their journey together. 

May both couples be surrounded by family, friends and helpers 
along with God’s protection, love and mercy as they learn their 
new responsibilities in leadership and faith.  Amen. 

 

Peace, In Christ, 

Mother Nancy 



 

From the Senior Warden  

Looking Back  

 This is my last message as Sr. Warden. When Mother Nancy asked if I would serve as the Sr. 

Warden I was hesitant. My previous term on Vestry had been challenging and exhausting; I 

co-chaired the search for our Priest in Charge. Life at St. Mark’s was more settled and with 

strong leadership I trusted God would lead us to new growth. We completed work revising 

the By Laws with approval by Diocesan Council. Under the leadership of Trish Corle we set to 

work on a Strategic Plan to share Christ’s love unconditionally in the Johnstown area.  A Cal-

endar Committee created a plan for the year and the Stewardship Committee launched a 

Stewardship Campaign which has been very successful raising the level of giving. We held 

some very successful fundraisers and offered  Community Common Prayer services including 

a special commemoration for the 150th anniversary of the 1889 Flood. Then in the early 

months of 2020 everything changed!  

The last 20 months have been like no other! Yet, just as St. Mark’s  survived three floods, a 

painful split and many periods of interim ministry, we have thrived in this time, too. For a 

time, the church was dark and that was sad. In May Mother Nancy began to offer Morning 

Prayer by Zoom. Those who tuned in on Sunday mornings we not just our “regular” mem-

bers. We were joined by folks from other parts. We successfully obtained  grant funds from 

the Diocese to upgrade the church computers and WiFi system which made it possible to 

boost our Virtual Ministries. During Epiphany we joined the Good Book Club and Journeyed 

with Mark; during Lent Louise Mead led a wonderful study of Bishop Curry’s book Love is the 

Way. Throughout Epiphany, Lent and Easter we offered Compline on Thursday evenings. We 

transformed out Lenten Lunches into Saturday take-out meals and spread them out through 

the year. And out Pet Food Ministry has opened its doors every month on Wednesday and 

Thursday without fail!   

Looking back many really wonderful things have happened in the last three years. I am ready 

to step aside and hand the responsibilities to another able Sr. Warden. God has a new minis-

try waiting for me to accept the call. It has been a pleasure to serve.  

The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 

the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.   Numbers 6:22-27 

 

Blessings,  

Lisa 
 

 
Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally  

through transformational worship and service. 



 

 
News of Note 

Annual Meeting & Elections to Vestry  

Our Annual Meeting on Sunday, September 26th following the 10 AM service with a ZOOM 

option. The principal order of business is the nomination and election of  new members to 

the Vestry. Doug Zawiskie, Donovan Pendell and Lisa Bell-Loncella are completing their three

-year term and three new members will be elected. There will be reports from the Treasurer 

and from other ministries.  

Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 2nd ... 

In celebration of the Feast of St. Francis we will hold our annual Blessing of the Animals in 

the Courtyard from 10 AM to 1 PM. Along with an Apple Festival featuring  apple goodies to 

satisfy your sweet tooth. That afternoon, Laura Dabundo, who grew up in Johnstown and 

attended St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, will join us to read portions of her book, When the 

Parallel Converge,  and sign copies. Her book recounts the story of her childhood under the 

care of her “indomitable grandmother” in Johnstown.   

Diocesan Convention   

The Diocesan Convention will be Saturday October 16. Deputies from St. Mark’s are Adam 

Sprankle and Louise Mead. Alternates are Richard Burket and Mike Teore. 

Consecration of Bishop-elect Ketlen Solak  

A recent issue of Grace Happens, the Diocesan newsletter, included a post reporting that the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh has received notification from Presiding Bishop and Primate Michael B. 
Curry that Bishop-elect Ketlen Solak has received the required majority of consents in the 
canonical consent process detailed in Canon III.11.3.   The consecration will take place Satur-
day, November 13 at Calvary Episcopal Church in Pittsburgh. 

Calendar and Hospitality Committee 
Tentative Plans for the Coming Months   

September: 
• CCP – Taizé (9/19) 
• Annual Parish Meeting (9/26) 
October: 
• Blessing of the Animals/Apple Festival 

(10/2) 
• Book signing by Laura Dabundo (10/2) 
• Diocesan Convention (10/16) 

November: 
• Bishop Consecration (11/13) 
• CCP – Service of Thanksgiving (11/28) 
December: 
• Advent Quiet Day (12/4) 
• Greening of the Church (12/19) 
• CCP – Blue Christmas (12/21) 
• Christmas Eve (12/24) 



So much distressing news! What CAN I do?  

This summer we have witnessed many distressing news stories: the earthquake in Haiti, the situation 

in Afghanistan, hurricanes in the Atlantic, fires in the western US and Turkey, a heat wave in the middle 

east, floods in Germany … It’s easy to become overwhelmed! We ask ourselves “What can we do?”  

This was the theme of the weekly meditation by Scott Gunn, Executive Director of Forward Movement. 

Begin with prayer, he advised.  

I believe our response begins in prayer. And we should not just start there. Praying without ceasing 

is never the wrong thing to do. Prayer on its own can change things, and prayer can certainly shape 

our own hearts. Prayer is action, but it’s not the only kind of action.  

Prayer will lead to discernment of what we can do next. In her homily Sunday (8/29), Mother Nancy 

wove this theme into the message of the lessons. We can’t all do everything and we do not all have the 

same resources, however, there are  small ways we can respond to the suffering in the world beyond 

our prayers. If in our praying we discover something to do, then we might move forward and do it! 

Some practical suggestions: 

• Contact politicians to seek policy changes.   

• Pennsylvania Legislators: https://www.legis.state.pa.us/           

• Representatives in Washington:  

• Senators: https://www.senate.gov/senators/index.htm 

• Representatives: https://www.house.gov/representatives 

• Work with agencies reaching out to assist refugees and immigrants.  

• Episcopal Migration Ministries, the refugee resettlement and migration ministry of The Episco-

pal Church, is working in partnership with the U.S. government to assist our Afghan allies with 

resettlement. For more information: https://episcopalmigrationministries.org/afghan-allies/      

• A group from the University of Pittsburgh is  engaged with Afghan resettlement efforts. To 

learn more see: https://www.pitt.edu/pittwire/features-articles/pitt-people-help-afghan-

resettlement-efforts. 

• The Episcopal Church Office of Government Relations has a vaccine toolkit to support efforts to 

encourage vaccination. (https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/

covid-vaccine-toolkit/)  

• Donate money to reputable non-profit organizations who are working in the places about which 

we’re concerned. 

• Episcopal Relief and Development (https://www.episcopalrelief.org/) is “boots on the ground” 

in Haiti and across the country following disasters.  

• There are others, as well. 

• Join forces with local organizations in support of relief efforts.  
A prayer 

Almighty God our heavenly Father, you declare your glory and show forth your handiwork in the heavens 
and in the earth: Deliver us in our various occupations from the service of self alone, that we may do the 
work you give us to do in truth and beauty and for the common good; for the sake of him who came 
among us as one who serves, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

To read Scott Gunn’s  weekly blogs check out https://news.forwardmovement.org/.  
Subscribe to  the weekly email: https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin? 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/
https://www.senate.gov/senators/index.htm
https://www.house.gov/representatives
https://episcopalmigrationministries.org/afghan-allies/
https://www.pitt.edu/pittwire/features-articles/pitt-people-help-afghan-resettlement-efforts
https://www.pitt.edu/pittwire/features-articles/pitt-people-help-afghan-resettlement-efforts
https://www.pitt.edu/pittwire/features-articles/pitt-people-help-afghan-resettlement-efforts
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/covid-vaccine-toolkit/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations/covid-vaccine-toolkit/
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/
https://news.forwardmovement.org/
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=0019YL28mO3w595QbevNRs3RYVPnc7yxTzE


 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

335 Locust St. 
                  Johnstown, Pa.  15901                   

814-535-6797 
            

                                     ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL 
 
Many thanks to the generous contributions from Mr. & Mrs. Delbert Hess, June T. 
Holland, John & Betty Gritzer, Jennifer Wawrin,  Gary Howarth, Patricia Taylor, Car-
ol & Lou Shaffer, Bob & Sue Birchfieldm, William Stasko, Theresa Kosaber. Jenifer 
Hartland, Tim Cicotello, Linda & Clair Cordes, Annett Kristofco, Marion Gaydos, 
Value Finance, Valerie Kasper,  Judy Zubal, Marlin Boratko, and Mrs. Carol Loushe 
for their continued support.                                                                                                   
 
There were 7 new people who came through our doors in August.  The Humane So-
ciety of  Cambria County is also assisting families with Pet Food over the Summer 
months.    
 
We helped  114 Dogs    19 Puppies      358 Cats and 71  Kittens 
 
Totals for the month of  August were: 
Dogs:               Dry  food    798 lbs           48 Cans                
Cats:      Dry  food    947 lbs         140 Cans    
 
Thanks to our many donors, we were fortunate in receiving canned cat food this 
month.             
        
Grand Total From January through August: 
     7,400  lbs of     Dry Dog Food           and          7,917 lbs of  Dry Cat Food 
       198                Canned Dog  Food    and             440            Canned Cat Food 
   
During the Month of  September the Pet Food Pantry will be open September 8th & 
9th, 9:30 am to 1:00 pm.   We will also be open on October 6th & 7th.        
            
 
Cynthia Greig and Joanne McKinley 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Annual  

Parish Meeting  
 

    
Date:  Sunday, September 26, 2021 
 
 
   Following the 10:00 am Service 
 
   Nomination of  Vestry Members 
 
   Election of  Vestry Members 
 
 
 



                                                 BUILDING FUND CAMPAIGN 
   
Your extra collection on the second  Sunday of  the month goes 
towards the Narthex renovations. 
 
A special “thank you “ to everyone who has supported our many projects!  

Vestry Meeting 

 
September 12th 

 

  1:00 pm 

            Outreach/Pastoral Care 
 

All families of  the church are  
encouraged to donate $1.00 or more on 
the 4th Sunday of  each month for our  

Pastoral Care needs. 

                                     Animal Pet Food Ministry 

 
The First Collection of  the month will be for our Animal Pet 
Food Ministry.   

               Rwandan Orphan 
 

All families of  the church are  
encouraged to donate $1.00 on the 3rd 
Sunday of  each month for our Rwan-

dan Orphan, Josian.    

 
2021 Weekly Altar Flowers & Monthly Altar Candles  

 
 

Donation price is $30 a Sunday for flowers and $8 a month for  candles.   

Please  contact Joanne in the Parish Office or Doris Horner with your  

requests.   

 

We have openings for the following dates:                   

9/5 (1), 9/19 (1),  

10/3(1), 10/17 (1), 10/24 (2), 10/31 (1)  

11/7(2),  11/21 (2), 11/28 (1)  

12/5 (2), 12/19 (2), 12/26 (2)  

 

DONATE ONLINE 
Pay your pledge or donate to our special collec-
tions online using PayPal or a Credit Card. Go 
to the Donate page of our website  
https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-
support-st-marks-and-its-ministries/  to make 
your donation. 

https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and-its-ministries/
https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and-its-ministries/


 
    St Mark’s Episcopal Church  

Community Common Prayer 

Taizé Service 

• Join us for a unique style of Christian worship devel-
oped in1940 by Brother Roger Schütz, founding 
member of the ecumenical monastic Taizé community 
of Burgundy, France, The Taizé community’s purpose 
is service to young people and promotion of ecumen-
ism  

• The Taizé style of worship is characterized by the 
singing of distinctive and much-repeated prayer 
chants during candlelit prayer services. The repetition 
is designed to help meditation and prayer. 

• The service is free. All are welcome. 

Please wear a mask and social distance. 

Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through  
transformational worship and service. 

335 Locust Street, Johnstown PA 15901 

(814) 535-6797  Email: stmarks@atlanticbbn.net 

www.saintmarksjohnstown.com 



 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

335 Locust Street 

downtown Johnstown PA 15901 

(814) 535-6797  Email: stmarks@atlanticbbn.net 

www.saintmarksjohnstown.com 

Apple products and assorted baked goods will be 

available for purchase. Proceeds benefit St. Mark’s 

Digital Ministries. 

Bring your pet for a special blessing. Please keep 

dogs on leashes and other species gently restrained.  

Please wear a mask and social distance. 

Apple Festival Bake Sale 

Saturday, October 2, 2021 

10:00 A.M.—1:00 P.M. 

In the Church Courtyard 

& Blessing of the 

Animals 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Satruday

      

SEPTEMBER     

ma      

   

   

   1 2 3 4

      

      

    

     

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

10:00 AM   

 Holy Eucharist II
  PET FOOD PET FOOD  

   9:30 AM TO 1:00 PM 9:30 AM TO 1:00 PM

     

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

10:00 AM      SATURDAY'S KITCHEN

 Holy Eucharist II
                 

 11:00 AM TO 1:00 PM

VESTRY MTG. 1:00 pm        

  

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

10:00 AM        

 Holy Eucharist II
      

       

CCP: Taizé    6:00 PM     

26 27 28 29 30  9-26 Annual Parish Meeting

10:00 AM    

 Holy Eucharist II
  CLERGY CONFERENCE CLERGY CONFERENCE

Annual Parish Meeting   


