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THE WORD OF GOD 

 

Hymn 410                     Praise my soul, the King of heaven 

 

1 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 

to his feet thy tribute bring; 

ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

evermore his praises sing: 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise the everlasting King. 

 

2 Praise him for his grace and favor 

to his people in distress; 

praise him still the same as ever, 

slow to chide, and swift to bless. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Glorious in his faithfulness. 

 

3 Father-like he tends and spares us; 

well our feeble frame he knows; 

in his hand he gently bears us, 

rescues us from all our foes. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Widely yet his mercy flows. 

 

4 Angels, help us to adore him; 

you behold him face to face; 

sun and moon, bow down before him, 

dwellers all in time and space. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise with us the God of grace. 

 
 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. 

Amen. 



The Celebrant then continues 

 There is one Body and one Spirit; 

People There is one hope in God's call to us; 

Celebrant One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

People One God and Father of all. 

 

Celebrant 

 

The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

The Collect of the Day 

People  Amen. 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of 

faith, hope, and charity; and, that we may obtain what you 

promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

 
Jeremiah 31:7-9 

 

For thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise 

shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, 

“Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel.” See, I am going to 

bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the 

farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those 

with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall 

return here. With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I 

will lead them back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a 

straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I have become a 

father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

 

                  The Word of the Lord 

People      Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 126                                           In convertendo 

  

1 When God restored the fortunes of Zion, * 

    then were we like those who dream. 

  

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 

    and our tongue with shouts of joy. 

  

3 Then they said among the nations, * 

    "God has done great things for them." 

  

4 God has done great things for us, * 

    and we are glad indeed. 

  

5 Restore our fortunes, O God, * 

    like the watercourses of the Negev. 

  

6 Those who sowed with tears * 

    will reap with songs of joy. 

  

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 

    will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 

 

  

Hebrews 7:23-28 

 

Furthermore, the former priests were many in number, because they 

were prevented by death from continuing in office; but he holds his 

priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. Consequently 

he is able for all time to save those who approach God through him, 

since he always lives to make intercession for them. For it was fitting 

that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled, 

separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. Unlike the 

other high priests, he has no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first 



for his own sins, and then for those of the people; this he did once for 

all when he offered himself. For the law appoints as high priests those 

who are subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, which came 

later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever. 

              

                 The Word of the Lord 

People      Thanks be to God 

Hymn 508                                  Breathe on me, Breath of God 

1 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

fill me with life anew, 

that I may love what thou dost love, 

and do what thou wouldst do. 

2 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

until my heart is pure, 

until with thee I will one will, 

to do or to endure. 

3 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

till I am wholly thine, 

till all this earthly part of me 

glows with thy fire divine. 

4 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

so shall I never die; 

but live with thee the perfect life 

of thine eternity. 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior, Jesus Christ according  

to Mark. 

 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ 

Mark 10:46-52 

 

They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were 

leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was 

sitting by the roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, 

he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 

me!” Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more 

loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” Jesus stood still and said, 

“Call him here.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take 

heart; get up, he is calling you.” So throwing off his cloak, he sprang 

up and came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me 

to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see 

again.” Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” 

Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way. 

   The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                        The Rev. Nancy L. Threadgill 

Hymn 510                                     Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove 

1 Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, 

with all thy quickening powers; 

kindle a flame of sacred love 

in these cold hearts of ours. 

2 See how we trifle here below, 

fond of these earthly toys: 

our souls, how heavily they go, 

to reach eternal joys. 

3 In vain we tune our formal songs, 

in vain we strive to rise: 

hosannas languish on our tongues, 

and our devotion dies. 

 



4 Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, 

with all thy quickening powers; 

come, shed abroad a Savior's love, 

and that shall kindle ours. 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidate 

The Celebrant says 

The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 

Parents and Godparents 

I present David DeNeen Champe to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 

When the child has been presented the Celebrant asks the parents and 

godparents 

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present 

is brought up in the Christian faith and life? 

Parents and Godparents 

I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant 

Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow 

into the full stature of Christ? 

Parents and Godparents 

I will, with God's help. 

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the parents and 

godparents who speak on behalf of the infants and younger children 

Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces 

of wickedness that rebel against God? 

Answer I renounce them. 

   

Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world 

which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God? 

Answer I renounce them. 

   

Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you 

from the love of God? 

Answer I renounce them. 

   

Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your 

Savior? 

Answer I do. 

   

Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 

Answer I do. 

 

Question    Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 

Answer   I do.  

After the candidate has been presented, the Celebrant addresses 

the congregation, saying 

Will you who witness these vows do all in your 

power to support this person in his life in Christ? 

People   We will.  

The Celebrant then says these or similar words 



Let us join with he who is committing himself to Christ 

and renew our own baptismal covenant. 

The Baptismal Covenant 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 

   

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        and born of the Virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

   

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic Church, 

    the communion of saints, 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting. 

   

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and 

fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in the 

prayers? 

People I will, with God's help. 

   

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 

you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God's help. 

 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good 

News of God in Christ? 

People I will, with God's help. 

   

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 

your neighbor as yourself? 

People I will, with God's help. 

   

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all 

people, and respect the dignity of every human 

being? 

People I will, with God's help. 

Prayers for the Candidate 

 

The Celebrant then says to the congregation 

Let us now pray for this person who is to receive the 

Sacrament of new birth. 

A Person appointed leads the following petitions 

Leader Deliver him, O Lord, from the way of sin and 

death. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

   

Leader Open his heart to your grace and truth. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

  



  

Leader Fill him with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

   

Leader Keep him in the faith and communion of your holy 

Church. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

   

Leader Teach him to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Leader Send him into the world in witness to your love. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

   

Leader Bring him to the fullness of your peace and glory. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

The Celebrant says 

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death 

of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his 

resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who 

lives and reigns now and forever. Amen. 

Thanksgiving over the Water 

The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying 

 The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant 

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. 

Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. 

Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage 

in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus 

received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy 

Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death 

and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are 

buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his 

resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 

Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his 

fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in 

the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your 

Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and 

born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus 

Christ our Savior. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and 

glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Baptism 

The candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant, who then 

immerses, or pours water upon, the candidate, saying 

David DeNeen Champe, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and 

of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

When this action has been completed, the Priest, at a place in full sight 

of the congregation, prays over him, saying 



Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy 

Spirit you have bestowed upon this your servant the 

forgiveness of sin, and have raised him to the new life of 

grace. Sustain him, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give him 

an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to 

persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy 

and wonder in all your works. Amen. 

 

Then the Priest places a hand on the person's head, marking 

on the forehead the sign of the cross [using Chrism if desired] and 

saying  

David DeNeen Champe, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism 

and marked as Christ's own for ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant says 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

 

Celebrant and People 

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith 

of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with 

us in his eternal priesthood. 

The Peace 

Celebrant  

 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

The Prayers of the People 

Form V 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy". 

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth 

and love, and be found without fault at the day of your 

coming, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Here and after every petition the People respond 

Lord, have mercy. 

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for Ketlen, our own Bishop-elect, 

for all bishops and other ministers, and for all the holy people 

of God, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our 

divisions may cease, and that all may be one as you and the 

Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may 

preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth, we pray to you, O 

Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost 

 their faith, that they may receive the light of the Gospel, we 

 pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 



For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and 

forbearance may grow among nations and peoples, we pray 

to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For those in positions of public trust especially Joe, our President, and 

Tom, our Governor, that they may serve justice, and promote the 

dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use 

of the riches of creation, that the world may be freed from 

poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for 

refugees, prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may 

be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For this congregation for those who are present, and for 

those who are absent, that we may be delivered from 

hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all that we 

do, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all 

 whom we have injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For ourselves; for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the 

grace of the Holy Spirit to amend our lives, we pray to you, O 

Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for 

our families, friends, and neighbors; that being freed from 

anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to 

you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and 

those whose faith is known to you alone, that, with all the 

saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain 

or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, and all 

the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life 

to Christ our God. 

 

To you, O Lord our God. 

Silence 

Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received us as your 

sons and daughters, made us citizens of your kingdom, and 

given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth. 

Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 



Silence may be kept. 

 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 

Then the Minister and People may greet one another in the 

name of the Lord. 

The Holy Communion 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an 

offering and sacrifice to God.   Ephesians 5:2 

Hymn 542                        Christ is the world's true Light 

1 Christ is the world’s true Light,  

its Captain of salvation, 

the Day star clear and bright  

of every race and nation; 

 

new life, new hope awakes,  

for all who own his sway: 

freedom her bondage breaks,  

and night is turned today. 

 

2 In Christ all races meet, 

their ancient feuds forgetting, 

the whole round world complete, 

from sunrise to its setting: 

when Christ is throned as Lord 

all shall forsake their fear, 

to plough-share beat the sword,  

to pruning hook the spear. 

 

3 One Lord, in one great Name 

unite us all who own thee; 

cast out our pride and shame  

that hinder to enthrone thee; 

the world has waited long, 

has travailed long in pain; 

to heal its ancient wrong, 

come, Prince of Peace, and reign. 

             The Great Thanksgiving 

Eucharistic Prayer C 

 

 The Celebrant faces them and says 

 

  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 



God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of 

glory and praise. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 

 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of 

interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, 

and this fragile earth, our island home. 

By your will they were created and have their being. 

 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, 

and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us 

the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed 

your trust; and we turned against one another. 

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets 

and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in the 

fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to 

fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 

By his blood, he reconciled us. 

By his wounds, we are healed. 

 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly 

chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all 

those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to 

proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

 

Celebrant and People 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and 

made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before 

you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the 

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the 

blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and 

said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me." 

 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and 

said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 

Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me." 

 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this 

sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

 

We celebrate his death and resurrection, 

as we await the day of his coming. 

 

Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers: God of Abraham and Sarah, 

Isaac and Rebekah, and Jacob, Leah and Rachel; God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the 

world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this  

Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for 

renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, 

one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus 

Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the 

Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, 

from generation to generation. AMEN. 

 

 

And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 

 

As our Savior Christ 

has taught us, 

we now pray, 

 



 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

    hallowed be your Name, 

    your kingdom come, 

    your will be done, 

        on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

    as we forgive those 

        who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

    and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

    and the glory are yours, 

    now and for ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

 

A period of silence is kept. 

 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him 

in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

For those unable to receive the physical Communion at this time 

please pray the following with me: 

 

          My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed 

Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving as  

 

I proclaim your resurrection. I love you above all things, and long for  

you in my soul. Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your 

Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and 

strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be 

separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in 

the life to come. Amen. 

 

Communion Hymn 516             Come down, O Love divine 

 

1 Come down, O Love divine, 

seek thou this soul of mine, 

and visit it with thine own ardor glowing; 

O Comforter, draw near, 

within my heart appear, 

and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 

 

2 O let it freely burn, 

till earthly passions turn 

to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 

and let thy glorious light 

shine ever on my sight, 

and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 

 

3 And so the yearning strong, 

with which the soul will long, 

shall far out pass the power of human telling; 

for none can guess its grace, 

till Love create a place 

wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling. 

 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

 



in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 

May the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts 

and minds in the knowledge of God and of God’s son Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, and the blessing of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you 

now and always.  Amen.  

Hymn 296                               We know that Christ is raised 

1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more. 

Embraced by death he broke in fearful hold; 

and our despair he turned to blazing joy. 

Alleluia! 

 

2 We share by water in his saving death. 

Reborn we share with him an Easter life 

as living members of a living Christ. 

Alleluia! 

 

3 The Father’s splendor clothes the Son with life. 

The Spirit’s power shakes the Church of God. 

Baptized we live with God the Three in One. 

Alleluia! 

 

4 A new creation comes to life and grows 

as Christ’s new body takes on flesh and blood. 

The universe restored and whole will sing: 

Alleluia! Amen. 

 

         
   Let us go forth into the world, 

   rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

From Book of Common Prayer 1979 

Hymns from Hymnal 1982  
 Psalm from The Saint Helena Psalter 2004 

 

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

 

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, McKeesport, and  

the Rev. Dr. Moni McIntyre 

 

Altar Flowers for the Greater Glory of God 

In  Loving Memory 

of 

Martha Petherbridge 

Perpetual Flowers 

 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

 

Deuteronomy 6:1-9 

Psalm 119: 1-8 

Hebrews 9:11-14 

Mark 23:28-34 

 

Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through 

transformational worship and service. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


