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THE WORD OF GOD 

Hymn 73               The King shall come when morning dawns 

1 The King shall come when morning dawns 

and light triumphant breaks; 

when beauty gilds the eastern hills 

and life to joy awakes. 

 

2 Not, as of old, a little child, 

to bear, and fight, and die, 

but crowned with glory like the sun 

that lights the morning sky. 

 

3 The King shall come when morning dawns 

and earth's dark night is past; 

O haste the rising of that morn, 

the day that e'er shall last; 

 

4 and let the endless bliss begin, 

by weary saints foretold, 

when right shall triumph over wrong, 

and truth shall be extolled. 

 

5 The King shall come when morning dawns 

and light and beauty brings: 

Hail, Christ the Lord! Thy people pray, 

come quickly, King of kings. 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

 



thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy 

holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 

all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great 

commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt 

love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments 

hang all the Law and the Prophets. 

The Gloria 

Glory be to God on high, 

    and on earth peace, good will towards men. 

We praise thee, we bless thee, 

    we worship thee, 

    we glorify thee, 

    we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

    that takest away the sins of the world, 

    have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 

    receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 

    have mercy upon us. 

For thou only art holy; 

thou only art the Lord; 

thou only, O Christ, 

    with the Holy Ghost, 

    art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

      The Lord be with you. 

People     And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant     Let us pray. 

 
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the 

works of darkness, and put upon us the armor of light, now 

in the time of this mortal life in which thy Son Jesus Christ 

came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when 

he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the 

quick and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through 

him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the 

promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those 

days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for 

David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In 

those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And 

this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our 

righteousness.” 

 

Here endeth the Reading. 

 

Psalm 25:1-9                                     Ad te, Domine, levavi 
 

1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

my God, I put my trust in you; * 

    



 let me not be humiliated, 

    nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 

  

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 

    let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 
 

  

3 Show me your ways, O LORD, * 

    and teach me your paths. 
 

  

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

     for you are the God of my salvation; 

    in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 

  

5 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, * 

    for they are from everlasting. 

 

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 

    remember me according to your love 

    and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 
 

  

7 Gracious and upright is the LORD; * 

     therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 
 

  

8 He guides the humble in doing right * 

    and teaches his way to the lowly. 
 

  

9 All the paths of the LORD are love and faithfulness * 

    to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

 

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we 

feel before our God because of you? Night and day we pray most 

earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is 

lacking in your faith. 

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our 

way to you. And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love 

for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may 

he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless 

before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his 

saints. 

 

Here endeth the Reading. 

Hymn 640                               Watchman, tell us of the night 

1 Watchman, tell us of the night, 

what its signs of promise are. 

Traveler, o'er yon mountain's height, 

see that glory-beaming star. 

Watchman, does its beauteous ray 

aught of joy or hope foretell? 

Traveler, yes; it brings the day, 

promised day of Israel. 

2 Watchman, tell us of the night; 

higher yet that star ascends. 

Traveler, blessedness and light, 

peace and truth its course portends. 

Watchman, will its beams alone 

gild the spot that gave them birth? 

Traveler, ages are its own; 

see, it bursts o'er all the earth. 

3 Watchman, tell us of the night, 

for the morning seems to dawn. 

Traveler, darkness takes its flight, 

doubt and terror are withdrawn. 

Watchman, let thy wanderings cease; 

hie thee to thy quiet home. 

Traveler, lo! the Prince of Peace, 

lo! the Son of God is come! 

      



 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according  

to Luke. 

  

People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

 

Luke 21:25-36 

 

“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the 

earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the 

waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming 

upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then 

they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great 

glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise 

your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 

 

Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as 

soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that 

summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking 

place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this 

generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven 

and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. “Be on 

guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 

drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you 

unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the 

face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may 

have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to 

stand before the Son of Man.” 

 
 The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

The Sermon                                   The Rev. Nancy L. Threadgill 

The Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, 

    the Father Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    and of all things visible and invisible; 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

    the only-begotten Son of God, 

    begotten of his Father before all worlds, 

    God of God, Light of Light, 

    very God of very God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    being of one substance with the Father; 

    by whom all things were made; 

 who for us men and for our salvation 

        came down from heaven, 

    and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man; 

    and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; 

    he suffered and was buried; 

    and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 

    and ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 

    and he shall come again, with glory, 

        to judge both the quick and the dead; 

    whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life, 

    who proceedeth from the Father and the Son; 

    who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

        and glorified; 

    who spake by the Prophets. 

    And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; 

    I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins; 

    and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

 



Let us pray for the whole state of Christ's Church and the 

world. 

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast 

taught us to make prayers, and supplications, and to give 

thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer 

unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire 

continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, 

unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess 

thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and 

live in unity and godly love. 

Hear our prayer, O Lord. 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other 

ministers especially Michael, our Presiding Bishop and Ketlen, our 

Bishop that they may, both by their life and doctrine, set forth thy true 

and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments. 

Hear our prayer, O Lord. 

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially 

to this congregation here present; that, with meek heart and 

due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, 

truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days 

of their life. 

Hear our prayer, O Lord. 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear 

the authority of government in this and every land especially Joe our 

President and Tom, our Governor, that they may be led to wise 

decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world. 

Hear our prayer, O Lord. 

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious 

hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, 

they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful 

stewards of thy bounty. 

Hear our prayer, O Lord. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, 

to comfort and succor all those who in this transitory life, are in 

trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity 

Additional petitions and thanksgivings may be included here. 

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants 

departed this life in thy faith and fear, beseeching thee to grant them 

continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so to 

follow the good examples of all thy saints, that with them we may be 

partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. 

Hear our prayer, O Lord. 

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, 

our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and 

are in love and charity with your neighbors, and intend to 

lead a new life, following the commandments of God, and 

walking from henceforth in his holy ways: Draw near with 

faith, and make your humble confession to Almighty God, 

devoutly kneeling. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against thee 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

 



and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved thee with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in thy will, 

and walk in thy ways, 

to the glory of thy Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy 

hath promised forgiveness of sins to all those who with 

hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy 

upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm 

and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. 

Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and  

I will refresh you.    Matthew 11:28 

The Peace 

The Celebrant says to the people 

 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And with thy spirit. 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the 

name of the Lord. 

         The Holy Communion 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good thy 

vows unto the Most High.    Psalm 50:14 

Hymn 497                    How bright appears the morning star 

1 How bright appears the Morning Star, 

with mercy beaming from afar; 

the host of heaven rejoices; 

O righteous Branch, O Jesse's Rod! 

Thou Son of Man and Son of God! 

We, too, will lift our voices: 

Jesus, Jesus! 

Holy, holy, yet most lowly, 

draw thou near us; 

great Emmanuel, come and hear us. 

2 Though circled by the hosts on high, 

he deigned to cast a pitying eye 

upon his helpless creature; 

the whole creation's Head and Lord, 

by highest seraphim adored, 

assumed our very nature; 

Jesus, grant us, 

through thy merit, to inherit 

thy salvation; 

hear, O hear our supplication. 

3 Rejoice, ye heavens; thou earth, reply; 

with praise, ye sinners, fill the sky, 

for this his Incarnation. 

Incarnate God, put forth thy power, 

ride on, ride on, great Conqueror, 

till all know thy salvation. 

Amen, amen! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Praise be given 

evermore, by earth and heaven. 

 



The Great Thanksgiving 

Eucharistic Prayer I 

 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them says 

 

   The Lord be with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 

People  It is meet and right so to do. 

 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds  

 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should 

at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 

 

Because thou didst send thy beloved Son to redeem us from 

sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; 

that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to 

judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to 

behold his appearing. 

 

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the 

company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious 

Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 

 

Celebrant and People 

 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 

Heaven and earth are full of thy Glory. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 

 

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The people kneel or stand. 

 

Then the Celebrant continues 

 

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for 

that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus 

Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who 

made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, 

perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for 

the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy 

Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that 

his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 

 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; 

and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given 

for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 

 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had 

given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, "Drink ye all of this; 

for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for 

you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as 

ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me." 

 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the 

institution of thy dearly beloved Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before 

thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now 

offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to 

make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious 

death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 

rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable 

benefits procured unto us by the same. 

 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to 

hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness, vouchsafe to bless 

and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts 

and creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them 

 



according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ's holy institution, 

in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers 

of his most blessed Body and Blood. 

 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to 

accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most 

humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and 

death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, 

we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our 

sins, and all other benefits of his passion. 

 

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, 

our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living 

sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all 

others who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may 

worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son 

Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, 

and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and 

we in him. 

 

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, 

to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept 

this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, 

but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

 

By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, 

all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world 

without end. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold 

to say, 

 

People and Celebrant 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

 

A period of silence is kept. 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

grant us thy peace. 

 

Celebrant and People say, 

 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful 

Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold 

and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather 

up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord 

whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, 

gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, 

and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, 

and he in us. Amen. 



The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him 

in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

For those unable to receive the physical Communion at this time 

please pray the following with me: 

 

          My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed 

Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving as 

I proclaim your resurrection. I love you above all things, and long for 

you in my soul. Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your 

Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and 

strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be 

separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in 

the life to come. Amen. 

 

Communion Hymn 601              O day of God, draw nigh 

 

O day of God, draw nigh  

in beauty and in power, 

come with thy timeless judgment now 

to match our present hour. 

 

Bring to our troubled minds, 

uncertain and afraid, 

the quiet of a steadfast faith, 

calm of a call obeyed. 

 

Bring justice to our land, 

that all may dwell secure, 

and finely build for days to come 

foundations that endure. 

 

Bring to our world of strife 

thy sovereign word of peace, 

that war may haunt the earth no more 

and desolation cease. 

 

O day of God, draw nigh 

as at creation’s birth, 

let there be light again, 

and set thy judgments in the earth. 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee 

for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the 

spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of 

thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very 

members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the 

blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, 

through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly 

beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy 

grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do 

all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the 

Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep 

your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 

God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be 

amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

Hymn 616                                     Hail to the Lord's anointed 

1 Hail to the Lord's Anointed, 

great David's greater Son! 

Hail, in the time appointed, 

his reign on earth begun! 

 



He comes to break oppression, 

to set the captive free; 

to take away transgression, 

and rule in equity. 

2 He comes with succor speedy 

to those who suffer wrong, 

to help the poor and needy, 

and bid the weak be strong; 

to give them songs for sighing, 

their darkness turn to light, 

whose souls, condemned and dying, 

were precious in his sight. 

3 He shall come down like showers 

upon the fruitful earth, 

and love, joy, hope, like flowers, 

spring in his path to birth; 

before him on the mountains 

shall peace, the herald, go; 

and righteousness in fountains 

from hill to valley flow. 

4 Kings shall bow down before him, 

and gold and incense bring; 

all nations shall adore him, 

his praise all people sing; 

to him shall prayer unceasing 

and daily vows ascend; 

his kingdom still increasing, 

a kingdom without end. 

5 O'er every foe victorious, 

he on his thone shall rest, 

from age to age more glorious, 

all blessing and all blest; 

the tide of time shall never 

his covenant remove; 

his Name shall stand for ever, 

his changeless Name of Love. 

               Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People    Thanks be to God 

 

From Book of Common Prayer 1979 

Hymns from Hymnal 1982  

 

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer  

 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Highland Park, the Rev. Christopher 

Cole, the Rev. Dr. Don Keyes, the Rev. William Marchl, and  

the Rev. Dean Byrom (UMC) 

 

Altar Flowers Given to the Greater Glory of God 

 

For the Health and Well-being of 

Our Family at St. Mark’s  

During this Blessed Season of Advent 

 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

 

Malachi 3:1-4 

Canticle 16 

Philippians 1:3-11 

Luke 3:1-6 

 

Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through 

transformational worship and service. 
 

 

 



 

 

 


