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THE WORD OF GOD 

 

Hymn 74                           Blest be the King whose coming 

1 Blest be the King whose coming is in the name of God! 

For him let doors be opened, no hearts against him barred! 

Not robed in royal splendor, in power and pomp, comes he; 

but clad as are the poorest, such his humility! 

2 Blest be the King whose coming is in the name of God! 

By those who truly listen his voice is truly heard; 

pity the proud and haughty, who have not learned to heed 

the Christ who is the Promise, who has atonement made. 

3 Blest be the King whose coming is in the name of God! 

He only to the humble reveals the face of God. 

All power is his, all glory! All things are in his hand, 

all ages and all peoples, till time itself shall end! 

4 Blest be the King whose coming is in the name of God! 

He offers to the burdened the rest and grace they need. 

Gentle is he and humble! And light his yoke shall be, 

for he would have us bear it so he can make us free. 

               Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 



The Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    receive our prayer. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen 

The Collect for the Day 

      The Lord be with you. 

People     And also with you. 

Celebrant     Let us pray. 

 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come 

among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, 

let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver 

us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and 

the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

The Lessons 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 

 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with 

all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the 

judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of 

Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On 

that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let 

your hands grow weak. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a 

warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he 

will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as 

on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will 

not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all your oppressors at that 

time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change 

their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will 

bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you 

renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I 

restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. 

 

                  The Word of the Lord 

People      Thanks be to God 

 

 

Canticle 9             The First Song of Isaiah               Ecce, Deus 

Isaiah 12:2-6 

 

Surely, it is God who saves me; * 

 I will trust in him and not be afraid.  

 

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 

 and he will be my Savior.  

 

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 

 from the springs of salvation.  

 

And on that day you shall say, * 

 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;  

 

 

 



Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 

 see that they remember that his Name is exalted.  

 

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * 

 and this is known in all the world.  

 

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 

 for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.  

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

                                

Philippians 4:4-7 

 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your 

gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry 

about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace 

of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

                 The Word of the Lord 

People      Thanks be to God 

 

Hymn 68                                            Rejoice! rejoice, believers 

 

1 Rejoice! rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear! 

The evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 

The Bridegroom is arising, and soon he will draw nigh; 

up, watch with expectation! at the midnight comes the cry. 

 

2 See that your lamps are burning, replenish them with oil; 

look now for your salvation, the end of sin and toil. 

The marriage-feast is waiting, the gates wide open stand; 

Rise up, ye heirs of glory, the Bridegroom is at hand! 

 

 

 

3 Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 

Arise, thou Sun so longed for, above this darkened sphere! 

With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 

the day of earth's redemption, and ever be with thee! 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior, Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ 

Luke 3:7-18 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You 

brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 

come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to 

yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is 

able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the 

ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not 

bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” And the crowds 

asked him, “What then should we do?” In reply he said to them, 

“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and 

whoever has food must do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be 

baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He said 

to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for 

you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said 

to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false 

accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in 

their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John 

answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one 

who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the 

thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 

fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and 

to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire.” So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed 

the good news to the people. 

 



   The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                                   The Rev. Nancy L. Threadgill 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty,  

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

   by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

           and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

     He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sin 

   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

Form IV 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may 

be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal 

your glory in the world. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the 

ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another 

and serve the common good. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, 

that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others 

and to your honor and glory. 

Silence 

 



Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant 

that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he 

loves us. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or 

spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and 

bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will 

for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share 

with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole 

body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified: 

Receive our supplications and prayers, which we offer before 

you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation 

and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 

The Celebrant says to the people 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Then the Minister and People may greet one another in the 

name of the Lord. 



           The Holy Communion 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an 

offering and sacrifice to God.   Ephesians 5:2 

LEVAS 14                                 Soon and very soon 

1 Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 

Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 

Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 

we are goin' to see the King! 

2 No more cryin' there we are goin' to see the King, 

No more cryin' there we are goin' to see the King, 

No more cryin' there we are goin' to see the King, 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 

we are goin' to see the King! 

3 No more dyin' there we are goin' to see the King, 

No more dyin' there we are goin' to see the King, 

No more dyin' there we are goin' to see the King, 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 

we are goin' to see the King! 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah. 

4 Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 

Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 

Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 

we’re are goin' to see the King! 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Eucharistic Prayer A 

 

 The Celebrant faces them and says 

 

  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 

where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 

heaven and earth. 

 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and 

death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that 

when he shall come again in power and great triumph to 

judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to 

behold his appearing. 

 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Celebrant and People 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The people stand or kneel. 

 

 



Then the Celebrant continues 

 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us 

for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become 

subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 

nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 

God and Father of all. 

 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, 

in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 

world. 

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 

Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 

to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me." 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Celebrant and People 

 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 

this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 

 

resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 

Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 

and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 

and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 

into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and 

with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 

and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 

 

As our Savior Christ 

has taught us, 

we now pray, 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, 

    hallowed be your Name, 

    your kingdom come, 

    your will be done, 

        on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

    as we forgive those 

        who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

    and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

    and the glory are yours, 

    now and for ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

 

A period of silence is kept. 

 



Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him 

in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

For those unable to receive the physical Communion at this time 

please pray the following with me: 

 

          My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed 

Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving as  

I proclaim your resurrection. I love you above all things, and long for  

you in my soul. Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your 

Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and 

strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be 

separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in 

the life to come. Amen. 

 

Communion Hymn 58          Lo! he comes with clouds descending 

 

1 Lo! he comes with clouds descending, 

once for our salvation slain; 

thousand, thousand saints attending 

swell the triumph of his train: 

Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Christ the Lord returns to reign. 

 

2 Every eye shall now behold him, 

robed in dreadful majesty; 

those who set at nought and sold him, 

pierced, and nailed him to the tree, 

deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 

shall the true Messiah see. 

 

3 Those dear tokens of his passion 

still his dazzling body bears, 

cause of endless exultation 

to his ransomed worshipers; 

with what rapture, with what rapture, 

gaze we on those glorious scars! 

 

4 Yea, amen! let all adore thee, 

high on thine eternal throne; 

Savior, take the power and glory; 

claim the kingdom for thine own: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thou shalt reign, and thou alone. 

 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 

May the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts 

and minds in the knowledge of God and of God’s son Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, and the blessing of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you 

now and always.  Amen.  

Hymn 72                              Hark the glad sound! the Savior comes 



1 Hark, the glad sound! the Savior comes, 

the Savior promised long: 

let every heart prepare a throne, 

and every voice a song. 

2 He comes, the prisoners to release 

in Satan's bondage held; 

the gates of brass before him burst, 

the iron fetters yield. 

3 He comes, the broken heart to bind, 

the bleeding soul to cure; 

and with the treasures of his grace 

to enrich the humble poor. 

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 

thy welcome shall proclaim; 

and heaven's eternal arches ring 

with thy beloved Name. 

            Let us bless the Lord, 

People Thanks be to God.  

 

From Book of Common Prayer 1979 

Hymns from Hymnal 1982 and Lift Every Voice and Sing II 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Pledge Campaign for Calendar Year 2022 

 

Christian stewardship calls us to return to God what belongs  

to God - return our time, talent and treasure to the place 

where you know God’s work is being done, where God’s 

love is returned to God and our neighbor. 

 

Your past financial support has been crucial to the work of our 

church. Now, as we begin this year’s Annual Pledge Campaign, 

we hope we can count on you again. Please prayerfully consider  

increasing your annual pledge. Your increased support will allow 

us to continue to sustain and grow our ministries, extend our  

reach, and share God’s love with even more people.  

 

You will soon be receiving your pledge card for calendar year 

2022, please complete both sides of it and return it to the Church  

Office by the end of December. A blank pledge  

card for calendar year 2022 also is available on St. Mark’s  

website under Stewardship (https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/) 
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Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

 

Church of the Advent, Brookline, the Rev. Elizabeth Locher 

and the Rev. Dr. Cynthia Byers Walter 

 

 

Altar Flowers for the Greater Glory of God 

In Celebration of the 

3rd Birthday of 

Our Grandson 

Bradley Branch Kintner 

From Jim & Lisa Bell-Loncella 

 

 

In Loving Memory of 

Herb Larison 

10th Anniversary 

From Pam Hysong 

 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

 

Micah 5:2-5a 

Canticle 15 

Hebrews 10:5-10 

Luke 1: 39-45 

 

Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through 

transformational worship and service. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


