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THE WORD OF GOD 

Hymn 56                                      O come, O come Emmanuel 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 

2 O come, thou Wisdom from on high, 

who orderest all things mightily; 

to us the path of knowledge show 

and teach us in its ways to go. Refrain 

3 O come, O come, thou Lord of might, 

who to thy tribes on Sinai's height 

in ancient times didst give the law 

in cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain 

4 O come, thou Branch of Jesse's tree, 

free them from Satan’s tyranny 

that trust thy mighty power to save, 

and give them victory o'er the grave. Refrain 

5 O come, thou Key of David, 

come, and open wide our heavenly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high, 

and close the path to misery. Refrain. 

 

6 O come, thou Day-spring from on high, 

and cheer us by thy drawing nigh; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

and death’s dark shadow put to flight. Refrain. 

 



7 O come, Desire of nations, 

bind in one the hearts of all mankind; 

bid thou our sad divisions cease, 

and be thyself our King of Peace. Refrain. 

 

8 O come, O come Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. Refrain. 

 

               Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    receive our prayer. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen 

The Collect for the Day 

      The Lord be with you. 

People     And also with you. 

Celebrant     Let us pray. 

 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, 

that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a 

mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

 
Micah 5:2-5a 

 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of 

Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give 

them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then 

the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall 

stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of 

the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now he 

shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace. 

If the Assyrians come into our land and tread upon our soil, we will 

raise against them seven shepherds and eight installed as rulers. 

 

                  The Word of the Lord 

People      Thanks be to God 

 

 

Canticle 15     The Song of Mary   Magnificat 

 



Luke 1:46-55 

 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

 for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.  

 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

 the Almighty has done great things for me, 

 and holy is his Name.  

 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 

 in every generation.  

 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 

 he has scattered the proud in their conceit.  

 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 

 and has lifted up the lowly.  

 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 

 and the rich he has sent away empty.  

 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 

 for he has remembered his promise of mercy,  

 

The promise he made to our fathers, * 

 to Abraham and his children for ever.  

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

                                

Hebrews 10:5-10 

 

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices 

and offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for 

me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. 

Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the  

 

 

scroll of the book it is written of me).” When he said above, “You  

have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and 

burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the 

law), then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes 

the first in order to establish the second. And it is by God’s will that 

we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 

Christ once for all. 

 

                 The Word of the Lord 

People      Thanks be to God 

 

Hymn 265                              The angel Gabriel from heaven came 

 

1. The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 

"All hail," said he, "thou lowly maiden Mary, 

most highly favored lady," Gloria! 

 

2. "For know a blessed Mother thou shalt be, 

all generations laud and honor thee, 

thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 

most highly favored lady," Gloria! 

 

3. Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 

"To me be as it pleaseth God," she said, 

"my soul shall laud and magnify his holy Name." 

Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 

 

4. Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 

in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 

and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say-- 

"Most highly favored lady," Gloria! 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior, Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ 

 



Luke 1: 39-45 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the 

hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 

Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in 

her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and 

exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and 

blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, 

that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the 

sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And 

blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what 

was spoken to her by the Lord.’ 

   The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                                   The Rev. Nancy L. Threadgill 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty,  

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

   by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

           and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

     He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sin 

   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

Form V 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 

 

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth 

and love, and be found without fault at the day of your 

coming, we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

Here and after every petition the People respond 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For Michael. our Presiding Bishop, for Ketlen our own Bishop, 

for all bishops and other ministers, and for all the holy people 

of God, we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

 



For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our 

divisions may cease, and that all may be one as you and the 

Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may 

preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth, we pray to you, O 

Lord. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost 

  their faith, that they may receive the light of the Gospel, we 

  pray to you, O Lord. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and 

forbearance may grow among nations and peoples, we pray 

to you, O Lord. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For those in positions of public trust, especially Joe our President and 

Tom our Governor, that they may serve justice, and promote the 

dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all who live and work in this community [especially 

                              ], we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use 

of the riches of creation, that the world may be freed from poverty, 

famine, and disaster, we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for 

refugees, prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may 

be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

For this congregation for those who are present, and for 

those who are absent, that we may be delivered from 

hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all that we 

do, we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all 

whom we have injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For ourselves; for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the 

grace of the Holy Spirit to amend our lives, we pray to you, O 

Lord. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for 

our families, friends, and neighbors; that being freed from 

anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to 

you, O Lord. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For                             , we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and 

those whose faith is known to you alone, that, with all the 



saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain 

or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, 

and all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, 

and all our life to Christ our God. 

 

To you, O Lord our God. 

 

Silence 

 

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 

yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, now and 

for ever. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 

The Celebrant says to the people 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Then the Minister and People may greet one another in the 

name of the Lord. 

           The Holy Communion 

I appeal to you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present 

yourselves as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 

which is your spiritual worship.   Romans 12:1 

Hymn 437               Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord   

 1 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 

Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; 

tender to me the promise of his word; 

in God my Savior shall my heart rejoice. 

2 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name! 

Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 

his mercy sure, from age to age the same; 

his holy Name -- the Lord, the Mighty One. 

3 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 

Powers and dominions lay their glory by. 

Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 

the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 



4 Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 

Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 

to children's children and forevermore!      

The Great Thanksgiving 

Eucharistic Prayer A 

 

 The Celebrant faces them and says 

 

  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 

where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 

heaven and earth. 

 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and 

death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that 

when he shall come again in power and great triumph to 

judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to 

behold his appearing. 

 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Celebrant and People 

 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The people stand or kneel. 

 

Then the Celebrant continues 

 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us 

for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become 

subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 

nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 

God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, 

in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 

world. 

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 

Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 

to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me." 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Celebrant and People 

 

 



Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 

this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 

resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 

Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 

and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 

and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 

into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and 

with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 

and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN 

 

And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 

 

As our Savior Christ 

has taught us, 

we now pray, 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, 

    hallowed be your Name, 

    your kingdom come, 

    your will be done, 

        on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

    as we forgive those 

        who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

    and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

    and the glory are yours, 

    now and for ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

 

A period of silence is kept. 

 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him 

in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

For those unable to receive the physical Communion at this time 

please pray the following with me: 

 

          My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed 

Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving as  

I proclaim your resurrection. I love you above all things, and long for  

you in my soul. Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your 

Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and 

strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be 

separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in 

the life to come. Amen. 

 

Communion Hymn 60                       Creator of the stars of night 

 

1 Creator of the stars of night, 

your people’s everlasting light, 

O Christ, Redeemer of us all, 

we pray you hear us when we call. 

 

2 In sorrow that the ancient curse 

should doom to death a universe, 

 

 



you came, O Savior, to set free 

your own in glorious liberty. 

 

3 When this old world drew onward night, 

you came; but not in splendor bright, 

not as a monarch, but the child 

of Mary, blameless mother mild. 

 

4 At your great Name, O Jesus, now 

all knees must bend, all hearts must bow: 

all things on earth with one accord, 

like those in heaven, shall call you Lord. 

 

5 Come in your holy might, we pray, 

redeem us for eternal day; 

defend us while we dwell below 

from all assaults of our dread foe. 

 

6 To God the Father, God the Son, 

and God the Spirit, Three in One, 

praise, honor, might, and glory be 

from age to age eternally. 

 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Almighty and everliving God, 

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out 

to do the work you have given us to do, 

to love and serve you 

 

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

May the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts 

and minds in the knowledge of God and of God’s son Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, and the blessing of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you 

now and always.  Amen.  

Hymn 66                                          Come, thou long expected Jesus 

1 Come, thou long expected Jesus 

born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us, 

let us find our rest in Thee. 

2 Israel's strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art; 

dear desire of every nation, 

joy of every longing heart. 

3 Born thy people to deliver, 

born a child, and yet a King, 

born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

4 By thine own eternal Spirit 

rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all sufficient merit, 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 

             Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 



From Book of Common Prayer 1979 

Hymns from Hymnal 1982  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Pledge Campaign for Calendar Year 2022 
 

Christian stewardship calls us to return to God what belongs  

to God - return our time, talent and treasure to the place 

where you know God’s work is being done, where God’s 

love is returned to God and our neighbor. 

 

Your past financial support has been crucial to the work of our 

church. Now, as we begin this year’s Annual Pledge Campaign, 

we hope we can count on you again. Please prayerfully consider  

increasing your annual pledge. Your increased support will allow 

us to continue to sustain and grow our ministries, extend our  

reach, and share God’s love with even more people.  

 

You will soon be receiving your pledge card for calendar year 

2022, please complete both sides of it and return it to the Church  

Office by the end of December. A blank pledge  

card for calendar year 2022 also is available on St. Mark’s  

website under Stewardship (https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/) 

  
 

 

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

 

Church of the Nativity, Crafton, and the Rev. Shawn Malarkey 

 

Altar Flowers for the Greater Glory of God 

In Loving Memory of 

Jim’s Mother 

Mary Hovanec-Loncella 

From Jim & Lisa Bell-Loncella 

 

 

In Loving Memory of 

Evelyn, Howard, & John Roberts 

Perpetual Flowers 

 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

 

Isaiah 9:2-7 

Psalm 96 

Titus 2:11-14 

Luke 2: 1-20 

 

Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through 

transformational worship and service. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/

