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THE WORD OF GOD 

LEVAS 141                        Shall we gather at the river 

1 Shall we gather at the river, 

Where bright angel feet have trod; 

With its crystal tide forever 

Flowing by the throne of God? 

Refrain: 

Yes, we’ll gather at the river, 

The beautiful, the beautiful river; 

Gather with the saints at the river 

That flows by the throne of God. 

2 On the margin of the river, 

Washing up its silver spray, 

We will walk and worship ever, 

All the happy golden day. [Refrain] 

3 Ere we reach the shining river, 

Lay we ev’ry burden down; 

Grace our spirits will deliver, 

And provide a robe and crown. [Refrain] 

4 Soon we’ll reach the shining river, 

Soon our pilgrimage will cease, 

Soon our happy hearts will quiver 

With the melody of peace. [Refrain] 

                

    Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

 



perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    receive our prayer. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen 

The Collect for the Day 

      The Lord be with you. 

People     And also with you. 

Celebrant     Let us pray. 

 

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River 

Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him 

with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his 

Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly 

confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy 

Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 
 

Isaiah 43:1-7 

 

But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who 

formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have 

called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, 

I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm 

you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the 

flame shall not consume you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy 

One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and 

Seba in exchange for you. Because you are precious in my sight, and 

honored, and I love you, I give people in return for you, nations in 

exchange for your life. Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring 

your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you; I will 

say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; 

bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the 

earth— everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my 

glory, whom I formed and made.” 

 

                  The Word of the Lord 

People      Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 29                                                              Afferte Domino 

1 Ascribe to God, you heavenly beings, * 

    ascribe to God glory and strength. 
 

  

2 Ascribe due honor to God’s holy Name; * 

    worship the Most High in the beauty of holiness. 
 

  

3 The voice of God is upon the waters; 

the God of glory thunders; * 

    God is upon the mighty waters. 



4 The voice of God is a powerful voice; * 

    the voice of God is a voice of splendor. 
 

  

5 The voice of God breaks the cedar trees; * 

    God breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
 

  

6 God makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 

    and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
 

  

7 The voice of God splits the flames of fire; 

the voice of God shakes the wilderness; * 

    God shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
 

  

8 The voice of God makes the oak trees writhe * 

    and strips the forests bare. 
 

  

9 And in the temple of the Holy One * 

    all are crying, "Glory!" 
 

  

10 God sits enthroned above the flood; * 

    enthroned as Sovereign for evermore. 

 

11 
 

God shall give strength to the people; * 

    God shall give the people the blessing of peace. 

 

Acts 8:14-17 

 

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted 

the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. The two went 

down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit (for 

as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been 

baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their 

hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

 

                 The Word of the Lord 

People      Thanks be to God 

Hymn 510                               Come Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove 

 

1 Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, 

with all thy quickening powers; 

kindle a flame of sacred love 

in these cold hearts of ours. 

 

2 See how we trifle here below, 

fond of these earthly toys: 

our souls, how heavily they go, 

to reach eternal joys. 

 

3 In vain we tune our formal songs, 

in vain we strive to rise: 

hosannas languish on our tongues, 

and our devotion dies. 

 

4 Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, 

with all thy quickening powers; 

come, shed abroad a Savior's love, 

and that shall kindle ours. 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior, Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ 

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in 

their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John 

answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one 

who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the 

thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 

fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and 

to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire.” 

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been 

baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit 



descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came 

from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 

pleased.” 

   The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                                   The Rev. Nancy L. Threadgill 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty,  

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

   by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

           and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

     He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sin 

   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 

Form II 

In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their 

own prayers, either silently or aloud. 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; 

for our Bishops Michael and Ketlen; for this gathering; and for all 

ministers and people. 

Pray for the Church. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; 

and for the well-being of all people. 

Pray for justice and peace. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the 

oppressed, and those in prison. 

Pray for those in any need or trouble. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper 

knowledge of him. 

Pray that they may find and be found by him. 



Silence 

I ask your prayers for the departed. 

Pray for those who have died. 

Silence 

  Members of the congregation may ask the prayers or the 

  thanksgivings of those present 

  I ask your prayers for                             . 

 

  I ask your thanksgiving for                             . 

  Silence 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been 

honored especially Archbishop Desmond Tutu whom we remember 

today. 

Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 

Silence. 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the 

earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to those 

who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people 

everywhere may seek after you and find you, bring the nations 

into your fold, pour out your Spirit upon all flesh, and hasten 

the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 

The Celebrant says to the people 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Then the Minister and People may greet one another in the 

name of the Lord. 

           The Holy Communion 

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring 

offering and come into his courts.   Psalm 96:8 



Hymn 537                                   Christ for the world we sing  

1 Christ for the world we sing! 

The world to Christ we bring 

with loving zeal; 

the poor and them that mourn, 

the faint and overborne, 

sin-sick and sorrow-worn, 

whom Christ doth heal. 

2 Christ for the world we sing! 

The world to Christ we bring 

with fervent prayer; 

the wayward and the lost, 

by restless passions tossed, 

redeemed at countless cost, 

from dark despair. 

3 Christ for the world we sing! 

The world to Christ we bring 

with one accord; 

with us the work to share, 

with us reproach to dare, 

with us the cross to bear, 

for Christ our Lord. 

4 Christ for the world we sing! 

The world to Christ we bring 

with joyful song; 

the newborn souls, whose days, 

reclaimed from error's ways, 

inspired with hope and praise, 

to Christ belong. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Eucharistic Prayer B 

 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says 

 

  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 

where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 

heaven and earth. 

 

Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have 

caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the 

knowledge of your glory in the face of your son Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Celebrant and People 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The people stand or kneel. 

 

Then the Celebrant continues 

 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love 

which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling 

of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 



prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 

Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from 

the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 

to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 

into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 

 

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

 

Celebrant and People 

 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

 

The Celebrant continues 

 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, 

O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this 

bread and this wine. 

 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon 

these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of 

Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 

Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 

being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, 

put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to 

that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the 

everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 

author of our salvation. 

 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 

for ever. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 

As our Savior Christ 

has taught us, 

we now pray, 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, 

    hallowed be your Name, 

    your kingdom come, 

    your will be done, 

        on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

    as we forgive those 

        who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

    and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

    and the glory are yours, 

    now and for ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

 

A period of silence is kept. 

 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 



The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him 

in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

For those unable to receive the physical Communion at this time 

please pray the following with me: 

 

          My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed 

Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving as  

I proclaim your resurrection. I love you above all things, and long for  

you in my soul. Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your 

Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and 

strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be 

separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in 

the life to come. Amen. 

 

Communion Hymn 493              O for a thousand tongues to sing 

 

1 O for a thousand tongues to sing 

my dear Redeemer's praise, 

the glories of my God and King, 

the triumphs of his grace! 

 

2 My gracious Master and my God, 

assist me to proclaim, 

and spread through all the earth abroad 

the honors of thy Name. 

 

3 Jesus! the Name that charms our fears 

and bids our sorrows cease; 

'tis music in the sinner's ears, 

'tis life and health and peace. 

 

4 He speaks; and, listening to his voice, 

new life the dead receive, 

the mournful broken hearts rejoice, 

the humble poor believe. 

 

5 Hear him, ye deaf; ye voiceless ones, 

your loosened tongues employ; 

ye blind, behold your Savior comes; 

and leap, ye lame, for joy! 

 

6 Glory to God and praise and love 

be now and ever given 

by saints below and saints above, 

the church in earth and heaven. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 

May the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts 

and minds in the knowledge of God and of God’s son Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, and the blessing of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you 

now and always.  Amen.  

Hymn 127                                       Earth has many a noble city 

1. Earth has many a noble city; 

Bethlehem, thou dost all excel: 

out of thee the Lord from heaven 

came to rule his Israel. 

2. Fairer than the sun at morning 

was the star that told his birth, 



to the world its God announcing 

seen in fleshly form on earth. 

3. Eastern sages at his cradle 

make oblations rich and rare; 

see them give, in deep devotion, 

gold and frankincense and myrrh. 

4 Sacred gifts of mystic meaning: 

incense doth their God disclose, 

gold the King of kings proclaimeth, 

myrrh his sepulcher foreshows. 

5 Jesus, whom the Gentiles worshiped 

at thy glad epiphany, 

unto thee, with God the Father 

and the Spirit, glory be. 

             Let us bless the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God.  

 

From Book of Common Prayer 1979 

Hymns from Hymnal 1982 and Lift Every Voice and Sing II 

Psalm from The Saint Helena Psalter 2004 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Pledge Campaign for Calendar Year 2022 

 

“Everything comes from you, and we have given you only 

 what comes from your hand.”                1 Chronicles 29:14 

 

St. Mark’s is our home, a loving community to which we return  

throughout our lifetime, if not every Sunday.  

 

Christian stewardship calls us to return to God what belongs to  

God – return our time, talent and treasure to the place where you  

know God’s work is being done, where God’s love is returned to  

God and our neighbor. As we work to be good stewards, St. Mark’s  

Church will embody the mission that the Vestry adopted early in  

2020:  Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through  

transformational worship and service. 

 

Please prayerfully consider making your annual pledge. Your 

increased support will allow us to sustain and grow our ministries  

and share God’s love with even more people. 

 

Please take a few moments to fill out your 2022 Pledge Card and  

return it to the Church Office ASAP. This will enable us to better  

prepare a 2022 Budget. 

 

Pledge Cards are available through the church office—call  

(814) 535-6797 or email: stmarks@atlanticbbn.net  A copy is also  

available on the Church website under Stewardship 

(https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/stewardship/ .)  

Pledge payments can be made by check or on-line 

(https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and- 

its-ministries/) 
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Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

 

All Souls Episcopal Church, North Versailles,  

and the Rev. Dr. Terry Hunt 

 

Altar Flowers Given to the Greater Glory of God 

 

In Loving Memory of 

Benjamin & Viola Hastings 

Perpetual Flowers 

 

In Loving Memory of 

Frances Haddock 

Anniversary 

January 14, 2007 

Perpetual Flowers 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

 

Isaiah 62:1-5 

Psalm 36:5-10 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

John 2:1-11 

 

Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through 

transformational worship and service. 
 


