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THE WORD OF GOD 

 

Hymn 390                             Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation; 

O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation: 

Join the great throng, 

psaltery, organ, and song, 

sounding in glad adoration. 

2 Praise to the Lord; over all things he gloriously reigneth: 

Borne as on eagle-wings, safely his saints he sustaineth. 

Hast thou not seen 

how all thou needest hath been 

granted in what he ordaineth? 

3 Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy way and defend thee; 

surely his goodness and mercy shall ever attend thee; 

ponder anew 

what the Almighty can do, 

who with his love doth befriend thee. 

4 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 

All that hath life and breath come now with praises before him! 

Let the amen 

sound from his people again; 

 gladly forever adore him. 

                Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People    And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 

And from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our  

Hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  

Perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



The Gloria                                                             BCP 356                      

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    receive our prayer. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

  
O Lord, you have taught us that without love whatever we 

do is worth nothing; Send your Holy Spirit and pour into our 

hearts your greatest gift, which is love, the true bond of peace 

and of all virtue, without which whoever lives is accounted 

dead before you. Grant this for the sake of your only Son 

Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

People    Amen. 

The Lessons 
 

Genesis 45: 3-11, 15 

 

Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But 

his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his 

presence. Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And 

they came closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold 

into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, 

because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve 

life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are 

five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor 

harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on 

earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who 

sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of 

all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to 

my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made 

me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle 

in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children 

and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all 

that you have. I will provide for you there—since there are five more 

years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that 

you have, will not come to poverty.’ And he kissed all his brothers and 

wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him. 

                     The Word of the Lord.                               

People          Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 37:1-12,41-42                        

 

1 Do not fret yourself because of evildoers; * 

    do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
 

  

2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, * 

    and like the green grass fade away. 
 

  

3 Put your trust in God and do good; * 

    dwell in the land and feed on its riches. 



4 Take delight in God, * 

    who shall give you your heart's desire. 
 

  

5 Commit your way to God and put your trust in God, * 

    who will bring it to pass. 
 

  

6 God will make your righteousness as clear as the light * 

    and your just dealing as the noonday. 
 

  

7 Be still before God * 

    for God wait patiently. 
 

  

8 Do not fret yourself over the one who prospers, * 

    the one who succeeds in evil schemes. 
 

  

9 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; * 

    do not fret yourself; it leads only to evil. 

 

10 For evildoers shall be cut off, * 

    but those who wait upon God shall possess the land. 
 

  

11 In a little while the wicked shall be no more; * 

    you shall search out their place, but they will not be there. 
 

  

12 But the lowly shall possess the land; * 

    they will delight in abundance of peace. 

 

41 But the deliverance of the righteous comes from God; * 

    who is their stronghold in time of trouble. 
 

  

42 God will help them and rescue them; * 

    the Holy One will rescue them from the wicked and deliver 

them, 

    because they seek refuge in God.  

1 Corinthians 15: 35-38, 42-50 

 

But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of 

body do they come?” Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless 

it dies. And as for what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, 

but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But God 

gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own 

body. So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is 

perishable, what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it is 

raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown 

a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, 

there is also a spiritual body. Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, 

became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. But 

it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the 

spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second 

man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so are those who are of 

the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of 

heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will 

also bear the image of the man of heaven. What I am saying, brothers 

and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, 

nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 

 

                     The Word of the Lord.                               

People          Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn 577                              God is love, and where true love is 

 

Refrain   

God is love, and where true love is God himself is there. 

 

1 Here in Christ we gather, love of Christ our calling. 

Christ, our love is with us, gladness be his greeting. 

Let us fear and love him, holy God eternal. 

Loving him, let each love Christ in one another. [Refrain] 

 

 



2 When we Christians gather, members of one Body, 

let there be in us no discord but one spirit. 

Banished now be anger, strife and every quarrel. 

Christ, our God be always present here among us. [Refrain] 

 

3 Grant us love’s fulfillment, joy with all the blessed, 

when we see your face, O Savior in its glory. 

Shine on us, O purest Light of all creation, 

be our bliss while endless ages sing your praises. [Refrain] 

 

                   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

                   according to Luke. 

People        Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Luke 6: 27-38 

 

“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who 

hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If 

anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone 

who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to 

everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, 

do not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have them do to 

you. “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For 

even sinners love those who love them. If you do good to those who 

do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the 

same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit 

is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much 

again. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in 

return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most 

High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just 

as your Father is merciful. 

 

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you 

will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it 

will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 

running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will 

be the measure you get back.” 

 

               The Gospel of the Lord. 

People     Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon                                 The Rev. Nancy L. Threadgill 

 

The Nicene Creed                                                    BCP 358 

 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  



   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 

 
Form I                                                                    BCP 383 

 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the 

Lord, saying "Lord, have mercy." 

   

For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, 

and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church 

of God, and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray 

to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in 

authority, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For this city of Johnstown, for every city and community, and  

for those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of 

the earth, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the 

wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air or through  

outer space, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and 

for the sick and the suffering, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

  

For                            , let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the 

destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for all who 

remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for 

all the departed, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and 

degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 



That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without 

suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O 

Lord, by thy grace. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

In the communion of saints, let us commend ourselves, and one 

another, and all our life, to Christ our God. 

To thee, O Lord our God. 

 

Silence. 

 

Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in 

the Name of your Son: Accept and fulfill our petitions, we 

pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we deserve in our 

sinfulness, but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin                                                BCP 359 

 

The Celebrant says 

 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

Silence may be kept. 

 

Minister and People 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Priest stands and says, 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace 

 

The Celebrant says to the people 

 

    The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People   And also with you.  
 

Then the Minister and People may greet one another in the 

name of the Lord. 

 

           The Holy Communion 
 

O Lord our God, you are worthy to receive glory and honor 

and power; because you have created all things, and by your 

will they were created and have their being.   Revelation 4:11 

 

Hymn 657                            Love divine, all loves excelling 

 



1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 

joy of heaven, to earth come down, 

fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation, 

enter every trembling heart. 

 

2 Come, almighty to deliver, 

let us all thy life receive; 

suddenly return, and never, 

nevermore thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be alway blessing, 

serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 

glory in thy perfect love. 

 

3 Finish then thy new creation; 

pure and spotless let us be; 

let us see thy great salvation 

perfectly restored in thee: 

changed from glory into glory, 

till in heaven we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee, 

lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

All things come from you, O God. 

And of your own have we given you. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Eucharistic Prayer B                                         BCP 367 

 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says 

 

    The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant   Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People   It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 

where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 

heaven and earth. 

 

Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have 

caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the 

knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Celebrant and People 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Then the Celebrant continues 

 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love 

which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling 

of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 

prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 

 



Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from 

the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 

to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 

into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

 

Celebrant and People 

 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory  

 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, 

O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this 

bread and this wine. 

 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon 

these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of 

Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 

Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 

being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, 

put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to 

 

that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the 

everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 

author of our salvation. 

 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 

for ever. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say,  

As our Savior Christ 

has taught us, 

we now pray, 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                                                          BCP 364 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

    hallowed be your Name, 

    your kingdom come, 

    your will be done, 

        on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

    as we forgive those 

        who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

    and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

    and the glory are yours, 

    now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. 

 

A period of silence is kept. 

 



Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following 

Invitation  

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  

 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and  

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

For those unable to receive the physical Communion at  

this time please pray the following with me:  

 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed 

Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you praise and  

thanksgiving as I proclaim your resurrection. I love you  

above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I  

cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and  

Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and  

strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me 

 never be separated from you. May I live in you, and  

you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 

Communion Hymn LEVAS 183   God will take care of you 

 

1 Be not dismayed whate’er betide, 

God will take care of you; 

Beneath His wings of love abide, 

God will take care of you. 

 

Refrain: 

God will take care of you, 

Through ev’ry day, 

O’er all the way; 

He will take care of you, 

God will take care of you. 

 

2 Through days of toil when heart doth fail, 

God will take care of you; 

When dangers fierce you path assail, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

 

3 All you may need He will provide, 

God will take care of you; 

Nothing you ask will be denied, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

 

4 No matter what may be the test, 

God will take care of you; 

Lean, weary one, upon His breast, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Celebrant and People 

 

Almighty and everliving God, 

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out 

to do the work you have given us to do,to love and serve you 

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 



Blessing 

 

May the peace of God which passes all understanding keep 

your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God and of  

God’s son Jesus Christ, our Lord, and the blessing of the 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you now and always. 

Amen. 

 

 

Hymn 680                             O God, our help in ages past 

 

1 O God, our help in ages past, 

our hope for years to come, 

our shelter from the stormy blast, 

and our eternal home: 

 

2 Under the shadow of thy throne, 

thy saints have dwelt secure; 

sufficient is thine arm alone, 

and our defense is sure. 

 

3 Before the hills in order stood, 

or earth received her frame, 

from everlasting thou art God, 

to endless years the same. 

 

4 A thousand ages in thy sight 

are like an evening gone; 

short as the watch that ends the night 

before the rising sun. 

 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

bears all our years away; 

they fly, forgotten, as a dream 

dies at the opening day. 

 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 

our hope for years to come, 

be thou our guide while life shall last, 

and our eternal home. 

 

                Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People     Thanks be to God. 

 

From Book of Common Prayer 1979  

Hymns from Hymnal 1982 and Lift Every Voice and Sing II 

Psalm from The Saint Helena  Psalter 2004 

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

St. David’s Episcopal Church, Peters Township,  

and the Rev. Kristian Opat 

 

Altar Flowers Given to the Greater Glory of God 

 

In Loving Memory of 

 Lillian Murray 

and the 

Harve-Geddes Estep Families 

Perpetual Flowers 

 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

 

Isaiah 55: 10-13 

Psalm 92: 1-4, 11-14 

1 Corinthians 15:51-58 

Luke 6: 39-49 

 

Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through 

transformational worship and service.



 

 

 


