THE WORD OF GOD
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Praise to the living God!

1 Praise to the living God!
All praised be his Name
who was, and is, and is to be,
for ay the same.
The one eternal God
ere aught that now appears:
the first, the last, beyond all thought
his timeless years!
2 Formless, all lovely forms
declare his loveliness;
holy, no holiness of earth
can his express.
Lo, he is Lord of all.
Creation speaks his praise,
and everywhere above, below,
his will obeys.
3 His Spirit floweth free,
high surging where it will:
in prophet's word he spoke of old:
he speaketh still.
Established is his law,
and changeless it shall stand,
deep writ upon the human heart,
on sea, on land.
4 Eternal life hath he
implanted in the soul;
his love shall be our strength and stay
while ages roll.
Praise to the living God!
All praised be his Name

who was, and is, and is to be,
for aye the same.

Celebrant

Let us pray.

The Celebrant says the Collect.
Celebrant Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People
Glory to God for ever and ever.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Canticle J: A Song of Judith
Judith 16:13-16
I will sing a new song to my God, *
for you are great and glorious, wonderful in strength, invincible.
Let the whole creation serve you, *
for you spoke and all things came into being.
You sent your breath and it formed them, *
no one is able to resist your voice.
Mountains and seas are stirred to their depths, *
rocks melt like wax at your presence.
But to those who fear you, *
you continue to show mercy.
No sacrifice, however fragrant, can please you, *
but whoever fears the Lord shall stand in your sight for ever.
The Collect
The Celebrant says to the people
God be with you.
People
And also with you.

Beloved God, as we approach your Presence, guide
and stir us with your Holy Spirit, that we may become
one body, one spirit in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Lessons
Jeremiah 18:1-11
The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: “Come, go
down to the potter’s house, and there I will let you hear my
words.” So I went down to the potter’s house, and there he
was working at his wheel. The vessel he was making of
clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it
into another vessel, as seemed good to him. Then the word
of the Lord came to me: Can I not do with you, O house of
Israel, just as this potter has done? says the Lord. Just like
the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O
house of Israel. At one moment I may declare concerning
a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and break
down and destroy it, but if that nation, concerning which
I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my mind
about the disaster that I intended to bring on it. And at
another moment I may declare concerning a nation or a
kingdom that I will build and plant it, but if it does evil
in my sight, not listening to my voice, then I will change
my mind about the good that I had intended to do to it.
Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says the Lord: Look,
I am a potter shaping evil against you and devising a
plan against you. Turn now, all of you from your evil
way, and amend your ways and your doings.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.

People Thanks be to God.
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17

16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! *
how great is the sum of them!

Domine, probasti

1 O God, you have searched me out and known me;*
you know my sitting down and my rising up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.

17 If I were to count them, they would be more in number
than the sand; *
to count them all, my life span would need to
be like yours.

2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places *
and are acquainted with all my ways.

Philemon 1-21

3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, *
but you, O God, know it altogether.
4 You press upon me behind and before *
and lay your hand upon me.
5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; *
it is so high that I cannot attain to it.
12 For you yourself created my inmost parts; *
you knit me together in my mother's womb.
13 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; *
your works are wonderful, and I know it well.
14 My body was not hidden from you, *
while I was being made in secret
and woven in the depths of the earth.
15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb;
all of them were written in your book; *
they were fashioned day by day,
when yet there was none of them.

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia
our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the
church in your house: Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. When I remember
you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear
of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the
Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your faith may
become effective when you perceive all the good that we
may do for Christ. I have indeed received much joy and
encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the
saints have been refreshed through you, my brother.
For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to
command you to do your duty, yet I would rather appeal
to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old
man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am
appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father
I have become during my imprisonment. Formerly he
was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to
you and to me. I am sending him, that is, my own heart,
back to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that he
might be of service to me in your place during my
imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do
nothing without your consent, in order that your good
deed might be voluntary and not something forced.
Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you
for a while, so that you might have him back forever,

no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved
brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in
the flesh and in the Lord. So if you consider me your partner,
welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has wronged
you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my
account. I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will
repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own
self. Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord!
Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of your obedience,
I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.
Hymn 675

Take up your cross, the Savior said

1 Take up your cross, the Savior said,
If you would my disciple be;
Take up your cross with willing heart,
And humbly follow after me.
2 Take up your cross, let not its weight
Fill you weak spirit with alarm;
His strength shall bear your spirit up,
And brace your heart, and nerve your arm.
3 Take up your cross, heed not the shame,
And let your foolish heart be still;
The Lord for you accepted death
Upon a cross, on Calvary's hill.

For only those who bear the cross
May hope to wear the glorious crown.
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ
according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Luke 14:25-33
Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and
said to them, “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father
and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and
even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry
the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of
you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and
estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete
it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able
to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying,
‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ Or
what king, going out to wage war against another king, will
not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten
thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with
twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still
far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of
peace. So therefore, none of you can become my disciple
if you do not give up all your possessions.
The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon

4 Take up your cross, then in his strength,
And calmly every danger brave:
It guides you to abundant life
And leads to victory o'er the grave.
5 Take up your cross, and follow Christ,
Nor think till death to lay it down;

The Reverend Nancy L. Threadgill

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth
and love, and be found without fault at the day of your
coming, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for Ketlen, our own Bishop,
for all bishops and other ministers, and for all the holy people
of God, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our
divisions may cease, and that all may be one as you and the
Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may
preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth, we pray to you, O
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost
their faith, that they may receive the light of the Gospel, we
pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Form V

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and
forbearance may grow among nations and peoples, we pray
to you, O Lord.

Deacon or other leader

Lord, have mercy.

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy".

For those in positions of public trust especially Joe, our
President and Tom, our Governor that they may serve

The Prayers of the People

justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of every
person, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all who live and work in this community, we pray
to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.
For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and
those whose faith is known to you alone, that, with all the
saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain
or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use
of the riches of creation, that the world may be freed from
poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you, O Lord.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary and
all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another,and all
our life to Christ our God.
To you, O Lord our God.

Lord, have mercy.
Silence
For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer;
For refugees, prisoners, and all who are in danger; that
they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this congregation for those who are present, and for
those who are absent, that we may be delivered from
hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all that we
do, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all
whom we have injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

A Collect for Labor Day
Almighty God, you have so linked our lives one with another
that all we do affects, for good or ill, all other lives: So guide
us in the work we do, that we may do it not for self alone, but
for the common good; and, as we seek a proper return for
our own labor, make us mindful of the rightful aspirations of
other workers, and arouse our concern for those who are out
of work; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
Confession of Sin
The Celebrant says,

Lord, have mercy.
Let us confess our sins to God.
For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for
our families, friends, and neighbors; that being freed from
anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to
you, O Lord.

Silence may be kept.
Minister and People

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against
you, opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your
goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world
you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves
us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our
behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through
our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your
love and serve only your will. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your
sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life. Amen

thy justice like mountains high soaring above
thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love.
3 To all life thou givest, to both great and small;
in all life thou livest, the true life of all;
we blossom and flourish, like leaves on the tree,
then wither and perish; but nought changeth thee.
4 Thou reignest in glory, thou rulest in light,
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
all laud we would render: O help us to see
'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Peace

Eucharistic Prayer 1
Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you.
People
And also with you.
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another
in the name of the Lord.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
I appeal to you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present
yourselves as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual worship. Romans 12:1
Hymn 423

Immortal, invisible, God only wise

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great Name we praise.
2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Celebrant It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you
thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain
of mercy.
You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed
us with your constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus
Christ and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you
replenish us and call us to fullness of life.
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels
and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices
with all creation as we say:
Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this
for the remembrance of me.”

The Celebrant continues

Celebrant and People

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and
giver of life. You formed us in your own image and called
us to dwell in your infinite love.

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

You gave the world into our care that we might be your
faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.
But we failed to honor your image in one another and in
ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world
around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one
another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to
care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people.

The Celebrant continues

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant
with you. You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in
the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your
promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time,
you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus.
Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he
revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on
the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of
freedom and life.
On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ
took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke
it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my
Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said:
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now
present to you from your creation this bread and this wine.
By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood
of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these
gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s
Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of
your daughters and sons, that with all your saints, past,
present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever
and ever. AMEN.
And now, as our
Savior Christ has
taught us,
we are bold to say,

As our Savior Christ
has taught us,
we now pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily
bread.

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.
A period of silence is kept.
We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
We who are many are one body, for we all share
in the one bread.
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following
instruction.
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the
life to come. Amen.
Hymn 301

Bread of the world

1. Bread of the world, in mercy broken,
Wine of the soul, in mercy shed,
by whom the words of life were spoken,
and in whose death our sins are dead:
look on the heart by sorrow broken,
look on the tears by sinners shed;
and be thy feast to us the token
that by thy grace our souls are fed.
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
God of abundance,
you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us with Christ and one another;
and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on
earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen
The Blessing

For those unable to receive the physical Communion at this
time please pray the following with me:
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the
Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you praise
and thanksgiving as I proclaim your resurrection. I love you
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot
receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come
spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with
your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from

God’s Blessing be with you,
Christ’s peace be with you,
the Spirit’s outpouring be with you,
now and always. Amen.
(source: Celtic)

Hymn 541 Come, labor on
1 Come, labor on.
Who dares stand idle on the harvest plain,
while all around us waves the golden grain?

And to each servant does the Master say,
"Go work today."
2 Come, labor on.
The enemy is watching night and day,
to sow the tares, to snatch the seed away;
while we in sleep our duty have forgot,
he slumbered not.

If you would like to support the ministries of St. Mark’s, please
go to the “Donate” page of our website
( https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and
-its-ministries/ ) to see the many ways that you can contribute
and make your donation by Paypal or credit card. Pledge
payments also can be made online through the “Donate” page.

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
3 Come, labor on.
Away with gloomy doubts and faithless fear!
No arm so weak but may do service here:
by feeblest agents may our God fulfill
his righteous will.
4 Come, labor on.
Claim the high calling angels cannot share-to young and old the Gospel gladness bear;
redeem the time; its hours too swiftly fly.
The night draws nigh.
5 Come, labor on.
No time for rest, till glows the western sky,
till the long shadows o'er our pathway lie,
and a glad sound comes with the setting sun.
"Servants, well done."
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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