St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

The Second Sunday of Advent
December 4, 2022 10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite 11

THE WORD OF GOD

Hymn 534 God is working his purpose out

1 God is working his purpose out
as year succeeds to year:

God is working his purpose out,
and the time is drawing near;
nearer and nearer draws the time,
the time that shall surely be,
when the earth shall be filled
with the glory of God

as the waters cover the sea.

2 From utmost east to utmost west,
wherever foot hath trod,

by the mouth of many messengers
goes forth the voice of God;

give ear to me, ye continents,

ye isles, give ear to me,

that the earth may filled

with the glory of God

as the waters cover the sea.

3 March we forth in the strength of God,
with the banner of Christ unfurled,

that the light of the glorious gospel of truth
may shine throughout the world:

fight we the fight with sorrow and sin

to set their captives free,

that the earth may filled

with the glory of God

as the waters cover the sea.

4 All we can do is nothing worth
unless God blesses the deed;
vainly we hope for the harvest-tide
till God gives life to the seed,



yet nearer and nearer draws the time,
the time that shall surely be,

when the earth shall be filled

with the glory of God

as the waters cover the sea.

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be God'’s kingdom, now and for ever.
Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gloria

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen

The Collect of the Day
The Celebrant says to the people

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

The Celebrant says the Collect.

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to
preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation:
Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins,
that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our
Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
A Reading from lIsaiah 11:1-10

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a
branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord
shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear
of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or
decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he
shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek
of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his
mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the
wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his

waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The
wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down



with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together,

and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the
ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the
weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt
or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples;
the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 Deus, judicium

1 Give the King your justice, O God, *
and your righteousness to the King's son;

2 That he may rule your people righteously *
and the poor with justice.

3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,

*

and the little hills bring righteousness.

4 He shall defend the needy among the people; *
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.

5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, *
from one generation to another.

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, *
like showers that water the earth.

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; *
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall
be no more.

18 Blessed are you, O God of Israel, *
you alone do wondrous deeds!

19 And blessed is your glorious Name for ever! *
and may all the earth be filled with your glory.
Amen. Amen.

A Reading from Romans 15:4-13

For whatever was written in former days was written

for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the
encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.
May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant
you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance
with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that
Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf
of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the
promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
“Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and
sing praises to your name”; and again he says, “Rejoice,
O Gentiles, with his people”; and again, “Praise the Lord,
all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; and
again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one
who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall

hope.” May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in

believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power
of the Holy Spirit.

The Word of the Lord.



People Thanks be to God.
Hymn 65 Prepare the way, O Zion

1 Prepare the way, O Zion,
your Christ is drawing near!
Let every hill and valley

a level way appear.

Greet One who comes in glory,
foretold in sacred story.

Refrain:
O blest is Christ that came
in God’s most holy name.

2 He brings God’s rule, O Zion;

he comes from heaven above.

His rule is peace and freedom,

and justice, truth, and love.

Lift high your praise resounding,

for grace and joy abounding. [Refrain]

3 Fling wide your gates, O Zion;
your Savior’s rule embrace.

His tidings of salvation

proclaim in every place.

All lands will bow before him,

their voices will adore him. [Refrain]

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Matthew 3:1-12
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of

Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke

when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”” Now
John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the
people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and
all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him
in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned
you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of
repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these
stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying
at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. “I baptize you
with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful

than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his

sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and

fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will

clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into

the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Reverend Nancy L. Threadgill
The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,



eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Form 111
The Leader and People pray responsively

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and
humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and
Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations
of the world,;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;

That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions.

Almighty Father, whose blessed Son before his passion
Prayed for his disciples that they might be one, as you and
he are one: Grant that your Church, being bound together in
love and obedience to you, may be united in one body by
the one Spirit, that the world may believe in him whom you
have sent, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and



reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

Confession of Sin

Since we have a great high priest who has passed through
The heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us with confidence
Draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Hebrews 4:14,16

The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
The Celebrant says to the people
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the
name of the Lord.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an
offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2

Anthem Choir and Organist
The Great Thanksgiving

Eucharistic Prayer D

The people remain standing. The Celebrant
faces them and sings or says

The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People Itis right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you
thanks; for you alone are God, living and true,



dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and
for ever.

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made

All things and fill them with your blessing; you created
them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you
night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence,
they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and
giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim
you, and glorify your Name, as we say,

Celebrant and People

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.
Then the Celebrant continues

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty
works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed us in your
own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in
obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all
your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you,
you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy
you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find
you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you,
and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of
time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of
us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news
of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To

fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising
from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole
creation new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him
who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own
first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in

the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his
heavenly Father, having loved his own who were in the
world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took
bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink
it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
Recalling Christ's death and his descent among the dead,
proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right
hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from
the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise
you and we bless you.

Celebrant and People

We praise you, we bless you,

we give thanks to you,

and we pray to you, Lord our God.

The Celebrant continues

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy
Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying



them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people,
the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood
of your Son Jesus Christ.

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one
body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise
of your Name.

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic
Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its
unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.

Remember Nancy and all who minister in your Church.
Remember all your people, and those who seek your truth.

Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and
those whose faith is known to you alone; bring them into
the place of eternal joy and light.

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed
Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs,
and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past.
We praise you in union with them and give you glory through
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and
glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now, as our As our Savior Christ
Savior Christ has has taught us,
taught us, we now pray,

we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name, hallowed be your Name,
thy kingdom come, your kingdom come,

thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily
bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.

A period of silence is kept.

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following instruction.

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

For those unable to receive the physical Communion at this

time please pray the following with us:

My Jesus, | believe that you are truly present in the
Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. | desire to offer you praise
and thanksgiving as I proclaim your resurrection. | love you
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since | cannot
receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come
spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with



your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from
you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the

life to come. Amen.

Hymn 67 Comfort, comfort ye my people

1 Comfort, comfort ye my people,
speak ye peace, thus saith our God,;
comfort those who sit in darkness
mourning 'neath their sorrows' load.
Speak ye to Jerusalem

of the peace that waits for them;

tell her that her sins I cover,

and her warfare now is over.

2 Hark, the voice of one that crieth
in the desert far and near,

calling us to new repentance

since the kingdom now is here.

Oh, that warning cry obey!

Now prepare for God a way;

let the valleys rise to meet him,

and the hills bow down to greet him.

3 Make ye straight what long was crooked,
make the rougher places plain;

let your hearts be true and humble,

as befits his holy reign.

For the glory of the Lord

now o'er earth is shed abroad,;

and all flesh shall see the token

that the word is never broken.

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food

of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing

The peace of God, which passes all understanding,

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love
of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.
Amen.

Hymn 59 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding

1 Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding.
"Christ is nigh," it seems to say;
"Cast away the works of darkness,
O ye children of the day."

2 Wakened by the solemn warning,
from earth's bondage let us rise;
Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling,
shines upon the morning skies.

3 Lo! the Lamb, so long expected,
comes with pardon down from heaven;
let us haste, with tears of sorrow,

one and all to be forgiven;



4 so when next he comes with glory,
and the world is wrapped in fear,
may he with his mercy shield us,
and with words of love draw near.

5 Honor, glory, might, and blessing
to the Father and the Son,

with the everlasting Spirit,

while unending ages run.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

From Book of Common Prayer 1979
Hymns from Hymnal 1982
Psalm from The Saint Helena Psalter 2004

If you would like to support the ministries of St. Mark’s, please

go to the “Donate” page of our website

( https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and

-its-ministries/ ) to see the many ways that you can contribute
and make your donation by Paypal or credit card. Pledge
payments also can be made online through the “Donate” page.

Advent Quiet Day

Advent Quiet Day consists of alternating periods of meditation
and quiet time when you can read, pray or engage in other
spiritual exercises. Lunch is included. This year’s Advent Quiet
Day will be held on Saturday December 17 from 9:00AM-1:00PM
This year’s theme is “Hymns of Advent.” All are welcome.

Greening of the Church

We will be greening the church on Sunday December 18 following
the 10:00AM Service. Come join us as we prepare the Sanctuary
and Lady Chapel for Christmas.


https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and
https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer

Church of the Advent, Brookline, and the Rev. Elizabeth Locher

Altar Flowers Given to the Greater Glory of God
In Honor of Our
Grandson,
Bradley Branch Kintner
On his 4" Birthday
From Jim Loncella & Lisa Bell Loncella
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In Loving Memory of
My Parents, Don & Liz Hysong
3" Anniversary
Dec. 4" and Dec. 14th
From Pam

Next Week’s Readings

Isaiah 35:1-10

Psalm 146:4-9

James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through
transformational worship and service.



