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Holy Eucharist Rite II 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Hymn 497   How bright appears the morning star 

1 How bright appears the Morning Star, 

with mercy beaming from afar; 
the host of heaven rejoices; 
O righteous Branch, O Jesse's Rod! 

Thou Son of Man and Son of God! 
We, too, will lift our voices: 

Jesus, Jesus! 
Holy, holy, 
yet most lowly, 

draw thou near us; 
great Emmanuel, come and hear us. 

 
2 Though circled by the hosts on high, 
he deigned to cast a pitying eye 

upon his helpless creature; 
the whole creation's Head and Lord, 

by highest seraphim adored, 
assumed our very nature; 
Jesus, grant us, 

through thy merit, 
to inherit 

thy salvation; 
hear, O hear our supplication. 
 

3 Rejoice, ye heavens; thou earth, reply; 
with praise, ye sinners, fill the sky, 

for this his Incarnation. 
Incarnate God, put forth thy power, 
ride on, ride on, great Conqueror, 

till all know thy salvation. 
Amen, amen! 



Alleluia, 
alleluia! 

Praise be given 
evermore, by earth and heaven. 

 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People      And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. 

                Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our  

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    receive our prayer. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen 

The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 
 

     The Lord be with you. 

People      And also with you. 

Celebrant     Let us pray. 

 
The Celebrant says the Collect. 

Eternal Father, you gave to your incarnate Son the holy  

Name of Jesus to be the sign of our salvation: Plant in  

every heart, we pray, the love of him who is the Savior  

of the world, our Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns  

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory  

everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

A Reading from Numbers 6:22-27 

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to Aaron and  

his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the Israelites: You  

shall say to them, The Lord bless you and keep you; the  

Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious  

to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and  

give you peace. So they shall put my name on the  

Israelites, and I will bless them. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



Psalm 8        Domine, Dominus noster 

 

1 O God, our Governor, * 

    how exalted is your Name in all the world! 
 

  

2 Out of the mouths of infants and children * 

    your majesty is praised above the heavens. 
 

  

3 You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries, * 

    to quell the enemy and the avenger. 
 

  

4 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, * 

    the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
 

  

5 What are we that you should be mindful of us? * 

    mere mortals that you should seek us out?  
  

6 You have made us but little lower than the angels; * 

    you adorn us with glory and honor; 
 

  

7 You give us mastery over the works of your hands; * 

    you put all things under our feet: 
 

  

8 All sheep and oxen, * 

    even the wild beasts of the field, 
 

  

9 The birds of the air, the fish of the sea, * 

    and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea. 
 

  

10 O God, our Governor, * 

    how exalted is your Name in all the world! 

 

A Reading from Galatians 4:4-7 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his  
Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to  
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might  

receive adoption as children. And because you are  
children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our  

hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a  
slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir,  
through God. 

 

             The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn 102   Once in royal David's city 

 

1 Once in royal David's city 

stood a lowly cattle shed, 

where a mother laid her baby 

in a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ, her little child. 

 

2 He came down to earth from heaven 

who is God and Lord of all, 

and his shelter was a stable, 

and his cradle was a stall; 

with the poor, the scorned, the lowly, 

lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 

3 We, like Mary, rest confounded 

that a stable should display 

heaven’s Word, the world’s creator, 

cradled there on Christmas Day, 

yet this child, our Lord and brother, 

Brought us love for one another. 

 



4 For he is our lifelong pattern; 

daily when on earth he grew, 

he was tempted, scorned, rejected, 

tears and smiles like us he knew. 

Thus he feels for all our sadness, 

and he shares in all our gladness. 

 

5 And our eyes at last shall see him, 

through his own redeeming love; 

for that child who seemed so helpless  

is our Lord in heaven above; 

and he leads his children 

on to the place where he is gone. 

 

6 Not in that poor, lowly stable 

with the oxen standing round, 

we shall see him; but in heaven, 

where his saints his throne surround: 

Christ, revealed to faithful eye, 

Set at God’s right hand on high. 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

             according to Luke. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Luke 2:15-21 

 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,  

the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to  

Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,  

which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went  

with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child  

lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made  

known what had been told them about this child; and  

all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds  

told them. But Mary treasured all these words and  

pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned,  

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and  

seen, as it had been told them. 

 

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise  

the child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by  

the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon                The Reverend Nancy L. Threadgill 

 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 
   of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 

        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit    

 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 



        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
           dead, and his kingdom will have no end.   

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 

Form I 

 

Deacon or other leader 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the 

Lord, saying "Lord, have mercy." 

For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, 

and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy  

Church of God, and for the unity of all peoples, let us  

pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us  

Pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

 

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for  

all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this city, Johnstown, for every city and community,  

and for those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of 

the earth, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the 

wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air or 

through outer space, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and 

for the sick and the suffering, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For                            , let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the 

destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for all who 

remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for 

all the departed, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and 

degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 



That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without 

suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O 

Lord, by thy grace. 

Lord, have mercy. 

In the communion of saints, let us commend ourselves,  

and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God. 

To thee, O Lord our God. 

 

Silence. 

Lord, hear the prayers of thy people; and what we have 

asked faithfully, grant that we may obtain effectually,  

to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin 

Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: 

The Lord your God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 

mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love 

your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment 

greater than these."    Mark 12:29-31 

The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 

The Celebrant says to the people 

    The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

  
Then the Minister and People may greet one another in the 

name of the Lord. 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good 

your vows to the Most High.   Psalm 50:14 
 

Anthem                                            Choir and Organist  

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Eucharistic Prayer A 



The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says 

  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 

where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth. 

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born  
For us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was  

Made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his  
mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage  

of sin, and receive power to become your children. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels  

And Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who  
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel. 
 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us 
for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become 

subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 

nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you,  

The God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, 

in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 

Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 

this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

 
 



Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 

and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 

and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and 
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 

and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our 
Savior Christ has 

taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
  

 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

As our Savior Christ 
has taught us, 
we now pray, 

 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your Name, 
    your kingdom come, 

    your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily 
bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

    as we forgive those 
        who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

    and the glory are yours, 
    now and for ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. 

A period of silence is kept. 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following instruction. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and  
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

For those unable to receive the physical Communion at this  
time please pray the following with us: 

 
           My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the  
Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you praise  

and thanksgiving as I proclaim your resurrection. I love you  
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot  

receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come  
spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with  
your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from  

you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the  
life to come. Amen. 

Hymn 115     What child is this? 

1. What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
on Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
while shepherds watch are keeping? 

Refrain: 
This, this is Christ the King, 

whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud, 

the babe, the son of Mary. 

2. Why lies he in such mean estate 
where ox and ass are feeding? 



Good Christian, fear: for sinners here 
the silent Word is pleading. [Refrain] 

3. So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, 

come, peasant, king, to own him; 
the King of kings salvation brings, 

let loving hearts enthrone him. [Refrain] 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding,  
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love  

of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the  
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the  

Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.  
Amen. 
 

Hymn 100   Joy to the world! 

 

1. Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 
let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room, 

and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

 
2. Joy to the world! the Savior reigns; 

let us our songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, 
repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 
3. No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
nor thorns infest the ground; 

he comes to make his blessings flow 
far as the curse is found, 

far as the curse is found, 
far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

              Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

 
From Book of Common Prayer 1979 

Hymns from Hymnal 1982 
Psalm from The Saint Helena Psalter 2004 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



If you would like to support the ministries of St. Mark’s, please  
go to the “Donate” page of our website  

( https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and 
-its-ministries/ ) to see the many ways that you can contribute  

and make your donation by Paypal or credit card. Pledge  
payments also can be made online through the “Donate” page. 
 

 

Annual Stewardship Campaign 

 

Our stewardship campaign is underway. If you have not  
received a stewardship letter and pledge card for 2023, please  

request one at the Parish Office. Please return your completed  
pledge card as soon as possible so we can plan our budget for  

next year. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

 

Retired clergy, including the Rev. Dr. Christopher Barker,  
the Rev. Dr. Kamila Blessing, the Rev. Dr. Patricia Carnahan,  

and The Rev. Arthur Dilg 
 

Altar Flowers Given to the Greater Glory of God  
 

In Loving Memory of 
My Grandmother 

Mary Elizabeth Murphy Bond 
From Lisa Bell-Loncella 

 

 
In Loving Memory of 

Elizabeth & Lillian Greiner 
Perpetual Flowers 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

 

Jeremiah 31:7-14 
Psalm 84 

Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a 

Matthew 2:13-15,19-23 
 

 
Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through 

transformational worship and service. 
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