
           

 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

The First Sunday After the 

Epiphany: The Baptism of  

Our Lord Jesus Christ 

January 8, 2023   10:00 a.m. 

 

Holy Eucharist Rite II 

 

 

 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Hymn 128   We three kings 

1. We three kings of Orient are, 

bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

field and fountain, moor and mountain, 

following yonder star. 

 

Refrain: 

O star of wonder, star of night, 

star with royal beauty bright; 

westward leading, still proceeding, 

guide us to thy perfect light! 

 

2. Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, 

gold I bring to crown him again, 

King for ever, ceasing never 

over us all to reign. [Refrain] 

 

3. Frankincense to offer have I: 

incense owns a Deity nigh; 

prayer and praising, gladly raising, 

worship him, God Most High. [Refrain] 

 

4. Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 

breathes a life of gathering gloom; 

sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 

sealed in the stone-cold tomb. [Refrain] 

 

5. Glorious now behold him arise, 

King and God and Sacrifice; 

heaven sings alleluia: alleluia 

the earth replies. [Refrain] 

 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People      And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. 

                Amen. 



Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our  

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may  

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;  

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    receive our prayer. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen 

The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

 

     The Lord be with you. 

People      And also with you. 

Celebrant     Let us pray. 

 

The Celebrant says the Collect. 

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the  

River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and  

anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who  

are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant  

they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and  

Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and  

reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

A Reading from Isaiah 42:1-9 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in  

whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon  

him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He  

will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in  

the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a  

dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will  

faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint  

or be crushed until he has established justice in the  

earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

 

Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens  

and stretched them out, who spread out the earth  

and what comes from it, who gives breath to the  

people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the  

Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you  

by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to  

the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are  

blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the  

prison those who sit in darkness. I am the Lord, that is my  

name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols.  

See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I  

now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 

 



The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 29      Afferte Domino  

 

1 Ascribe to God, you heavenly beings, * 

    ascribe to God glory and strength. 
 

  

2 Ascribe due honor to God’s holy Name; * 

    worship the Most High in the beauty of holiness. 
 

  

3 The voice of God is upon the waters; 

the God of glory thunders; * 

    God is upon the mighty waters. 
 

  

4 The voice of God is a powerful voice; * 

    the voice of God is a voice of splendor. 
 

  

5 The voice of God breaks the cedar trees; * 

    God breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
 

  

6 God makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 

    and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

  

7 The voice of God splits the flames of fire; 

the voice of God shakes the wilderness; * 

    God shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
 

  

8 The voice of God makes the oak trees writhe * 

    and strips the forests bare. 
 

  

9 And in the temple of the Holy One * 

    all are crying, "Glory!" 
 

  

10 God sits enthroned above the flood; * 

    enthroned as Sovereign for evermore. 

 

11 God shall give strength to the people; * 

    God shall give the people the blessing of peace. 

    

A Reading from Acts 10:34-43 

Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand  

that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone  

who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.  

You know the message he sent to the people of Israel,  

preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That  

message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee  

after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed  

Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power;  

how he went about doing good and healing all who were  

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are  

witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.  

They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God  

raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not  

to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as  

witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose  

from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people  

and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge  

of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him  

that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of  

sins through his name.” 

 

             The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 



LEVAS 141   Shall we gather at the river 

 

1 Shall we gather at the river, 

Where bright angel feet have trod; 

With its crystal tide forever 

Flowing by the throne of God? 

 

Refrain: 

Yes, we’ll gather at the river, 

The beautiful, the beautiful river; 

Gather with the saints at the river 

That flows by the throne of God. 

 

2 On the margin of the river, 

Washing up its silver spray, 

We will walk and worship ever, 

All the happy golden day. [Refrain] 

 

3 Ere we reach the shining river, 

Lay we ev’ry burden down; 

Grace our spirits will deliver, 

And provide a robe and crown. [Refrain] 

 

4 Soon we’ll reach the shining river, 

Soon our pilgrimage will cease, 

Soon our happy hearts will quiver 

With the melody of peace. [Refrain] 

 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

             according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

Matthew 3:13-17 

 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be  

baptized by him. John would have prevented him, saying,  

“I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”  

But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper  

for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he  

consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he  

came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened  

to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove  

and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This  

is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon                The Reverend Nancy L. Threadgill 

 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

   of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit    

 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

     



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  

           dead, and his kingdom will have no end.   

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 

Form II 

 

In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer  

their own prayers, either silently or aloud. 

 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; 

for our Presiding Bishop Michael and our Bishop Ketlen ; for  

this gathering; and for all ministers and people. 

Pray for the Church. 

 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; 

and for the well-being of all people. 

Pray for justice and peace. 

 

Silence 

 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the 

oppressed, and those in prison. 

Pray for those in any need or trouble. 

 

Silence 

 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper 

knowledge of him. 

Pray that they may find and be found by him. 

 

Silence 

 

I ask your prayers for the departed. 

Pray for those who have died. 

 

Silence 

 

Members of the congregation may ask the prayers or the 

thanksgivings of those present 

  I ask your prayers for                             . 

 

  I ask your thanksgiving for                             . 

   

Silence 

 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom  

Christ has been honored. 

Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our  

own day. 

 

Silence 

 

Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what  

we ask in the Name of your Son: Accept and fulfill  

our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance,  

 



nor as we deserve in our sinfulness, but as you know  

and love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin 

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,  

and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins,  

God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and  

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.    1 John 1:8,9 

 

The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 

The Celebrant says to the people 

    The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

  
Then the Minister and People may greet one another in the 

name of the Lord. 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring 

offering and come into his courts.   Psalm 96:8 

 

Anthem                                            Choir and Organist  

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Eucharistic Prayer A 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says 

  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 

where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 

heaven and earth. 



Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you  

Have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give  

The knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son  

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with  

Angels and Archangels and with all the company of  

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the  

glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel. 

 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us 

for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become 

subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 

nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you,  

The God and Father of all. 

 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, 

in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 

world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 

Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 

to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 

this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 

resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 

Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 

and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 

and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 

into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and 

with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 

and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our 

Savior Christ has 

taught us, 

we are bold to say, 

  

 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

As our Savior Christ 

has taught us, 

we now pray, 

 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

    hallowed be your Name, 



    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

    your kingdom come, 

    your will be done, 

        on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily 

bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

    as we forgive those 

        who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

    and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

    and the glory are yours, 

    now and for ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. 

A period of silence is kept. 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following instruction. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and  

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

For those unable to receive the physical Communion at this  

time please pray the following with us: 

 

           My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the  

Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you praise  

and thanksgiving as I proclaim your resurrection. I love you  

above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot  

receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come  

spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with  

your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from  

you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the  

life to come. Amen. 

Hymn 112   In the bleak midwinter 

1. In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 

earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 

snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 

in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

2. Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 

heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign: 

in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 

the Lord God incarnate, Jesus Christ. 

3. Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 

cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 

but his mother only, in her maiden bliss, 

worshiped the beloved with a kiss. 

4. What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 

yet what I can I give him—give my heart. 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Almighty and everliving God, 

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 



and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out 

to do the work you have given us to do, 

to love and serve you 

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding,  

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love  

of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the  

blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the  

Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.  

Amen. 

 

Hymn 135   Songs of thankfulness and praise 

 

1 Songs of thankfulness and praise, 

Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise, 

manifested by the star 

to the sages from afar, 

branch of royal David's stem, 

in thy birth at Bethlehem; 

anthems be to thee addressed, 

God in man made manifest. 

 

2 Manifest at Jordan's stream, 

Prophet, Priest, and King supreme, 

and at Cana, wedding guest, 

in thy Godhead manifest; 

manifest in power divine, 

changing water into wine; 

anthems be to thee addressed, 

God in man made manifest. 

 

3 Manifest in making whole 

palsied limbs and fainting soul; 

manifest in valiant fight, 

quelling all the devil's might; 

manifest in gracious will, 

ever bringing good from ill; 

anthems be to thee addressed, 

God in man made manifest. 

 

4 Manifest on mountain bright, 

shining in resplendent light, 

where disciples filled with awe 

thy transfigured glory saw. 

When from there thou leddest them 

steadfast to Jerusalem, 

cross and Easter Day attest 

God in man made manifest. 

 

              Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

From Book of Common Prayer 1979 

Hymns from Hymnal 1982 and Lift Every Voice and Sing II 

Psalm from The Saint Helena Psalter 2004 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to support the ministries of St. Mark’s, please  

go to the “Donate” page of our website  

( https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and 

-its-ministries/ ) to see the many ways that you can contribute  

and make your donation by Paypal or credit card. Pledge  

payments also can be made online through the “Donate” page. 

 

 

https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and
https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and


Annual Stewardship Campaign 

 

Our stewardship campaign is underway. If you have not  

received a stewardship letter and pledge card for 2023, please  

request one at the Parish Office. Please return your completed  

pledge card as soon as possible so we can plan our budget for  

2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

 

St. James Episcopal Church, Penn Hills, and 

 the Rev. Canon Eric McIntosh; and 

 the Beloved Community Initiative 

 

Altar Flowers Given to the Greater Glory of God  
 

In Loving Memory of 

Frances Haddock 

16th Anniversary 

Perpetual Flowers 

 

In Loving Memory of 

Benjamin & Viola Hastings 

& 

Vesta Lobb 

Perpetual Flowers 

 
Next Week’s Readings 

 

Isaiah 49:1-7 

Psalm 40:1-12 

1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

John 1:29-42 

 

Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through 

transformational worship and service. 
 


