
 

 

 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

 

The Fourteenth Sunday after 

Pentecost 

 

September 3, 2023   10:00 a.m. 

 

Holy Eucharist Rite II 

 

 

 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Hymn 435   At the name of Jesus 

1 At the Name of Jesus 

every knee shall bow, 

every tongue confess him 

King of glory now; 

'tis the Father's pleasure 

we should call him Lord, 

who from the beginning 

was the mighty Word. 

 

2 Humbled for a season, 

to receive a Name 

from the lips of sinners, 

unto whom he came, 

faithfully he bore it 

spotless to the last, 

brought it back victorious, 

when from death he passed; 

 

3 bore it up triumphant, 

with its human light, 

through all ranks of creatures, 

to the central height, 

to the throne of Godhead, 

to the Father's breast; 

filled it with the glory 

of that perfect rest. 

 

4 Name him, Christians, name him, 

with love strong as death, 

name with awe and wonder 

and with bated breath; 

he is God the Savior, 

he is Christ the Lord, 



ever to be worshiped, 

trusted, and adored. 

 

5 In your hearts enthrone him; 

there let him subdue 

all that is not holy, 

all that is not true; 

crown him as your Captain 

in temptation's hour; 

let his will enfold you 

in its light and power. 

 

6 Christians, this Lord Jesus 

shall return again, 

with his Father's glory, 

o'er the earth to reign; 

for all wreaths of empire 

meet upon his brow, 

and our hearts confess him 

King of glory now. 

 

Celebrant   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People      And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. 

                 Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires  

known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the  

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy  

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily  

magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Gloria 

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen 

The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

   

   The Lord be with you. 

People      And also with you. 

Celebrant     Let us pray. 

 

The Celebrant says the Collect. 

 

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver  

of all good things: Graft in our hearts the love of  

your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish  

us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the  

fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our  

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the  

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

A Reading from Jeremiah 15:15-21 

 



O Lord, you know; remember me and visit me, and  

bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.  

In your forbearance do not take me away; know that  

on your account I suffer insult. Your words were  

found, and I ate them, and your words became to me  

a joy and the delight of my heart; for I am called by  

your name, O Lord, God of hosts. I did not sit in the  

company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the  

weight of your hand I sat alone, for you had filled me  

with indignation. Why is my pain unceasing, my  

wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly, you  

are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail.  

Therefore thus says the Lord: If you turn back, I will  

take you back, and you shall stand before me. If you  

utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you  

shall serve as my mouth. It is they who will turn to you,  

not you who will turn to them. And I will make you to  

this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight  

against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for I  

am with you to save you and deliver you, says the Lord.  

I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and  

redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 

 

             The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 26:1-8         Judica me, Domine 

1 Give judgment for me, O God, 

for I have lived with integrity; * 

    I have trusted in you and have not faltered. 

2 Test me, O God, and try me; * 

    examine my heart and my mind. 

3 For your love is before my eyes; * 

    I have walked faithfully with you. 

4 I have not sat with the worthless, * 

    nor do I consort with the deceitful. 

5 I have hated the company of evildoers; * 

    I will not sit down with the wicked. 

6 I will wash my hands in innocence, O God, * 

    that I may go in procession round your altar, 

7 Singing aloud a song of thanksgiving * 

    and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 

8 O God, I love the house in which you dwell * 

    and the place where your glory abides. 

A Reading from Romans 12:9-21 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what  

is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo  

one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be  

ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient  

in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs 

of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. Bless those  

who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice  

with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live  

in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but  

associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you  

are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for  

what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it  

depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never  

avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God;  

for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the  

Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they  

are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this  

you will heap burning coals on their heads.” Do not be 

 overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 

             The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 



Hymn 675   Take up your cross, the Savior said 

1 Take up your cross, the Savior said, 

if you would my disciple be; 

take up your cross with willing heart, 

and humbly follow after me. 

2 Take up your cross, let not its weight 

fill your weak sprit with alarm; 

his strength shall bear your spirit up, 

and brace your heart, and nerve your arm. 

3 Take up your cross, heed not the shame, 

and let your foolish heart be still; 

the Lord for you accepted death 

upon a cross, on Calvary's hill. 

4 Take up your cross, then, in his strength, 

and calmly every danger brave: 

it guides you to abundant life 

and leads to victory o'er the grave. 

5 Take up your cross, and follow Christ, 

nor think till death to lay it down; 

for only those who bear the cross 

may hope to wear the glorious crown. 

                The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

                according to Matthew        

People     Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Matthew 16:21-28 

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that  

he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at  

the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and  

be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took  

him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid  

it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” But he turned  

and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a  

stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind  

not on divine things but on human things.” 

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become  

my followers, let them deny themselves and take up  

their cross and follow me. For those who want to save  

their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for  

my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they  

gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will  

they give in return for their life? “For the Son of Man is  

to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and  

then he will repay everyone for what has been done.  

Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will  

not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming  

in his kingdom.” 

 

              The Gospel of the Lord. 

People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon           The Reverend Nancy L. Threadgill 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 



        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

     He will come again in glory to judge the living 

 and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.   

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
 

Form IV 

Deacon or other leader 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may 

be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal 

your glory in the world. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the 

ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another 

and serve the common good. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, 

that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others 

and to your honor and glory. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant 

that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he 

loves us. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or 

spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and 

bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will 

for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share 

with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

 

 



Collect for Labor Day 

Almighty God, you have so linked our lives one with another 

that all we do affects, for good or ill, all other lives: So guide 

us in the work we do, that we may do it not for self alone, but 

for the common good; and, as we seek a proper return for 

our own labor, make us mindful of the rightful aspirations of 

other workers, and arouse our concern for those who are out 

of work; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Prayer for Guidance during our Discernment Process 

Gracious and loving God, you know us better than we  

know ourselves. Guide the Discernment Committees,  

Vestries, and people of St. Francis-in-the Fields and  

St. Mark’s through this time of transition and discernment.  

We pray that your Holy Spirit continues to open our hearts  

and minds to new opportunities and ideas; so that we may  

follow where you lead — knowing that Jesus Christ walks  

with us each step of the way.  

 

Empower each and every member of the Discernment  

Committees to use their gifts for ministry to the fullest;  

to share their thoughts openly and honestly; to respect  

the opinions of others; and to encourage humility,  

patience, and joy.  

 

Finally, instill in all the people of St. Mark’s and  

St. Francis in-the-Fields a glorious vision of the future;  

that, guided by your Holy Spirit, we may be united in  

love — with warm hearts, enlightened minds and open  

arms — so that we may gladly accomplish the mission  

to which you are calling us; through Jesus Christ our  

Lord. Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin 

 

Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O  

Israel: The Lord your God is the only Lord. Love  

the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul,  

with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second  

is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no  

commandment greater than these."    Mark 12:29-31 

The Celebrant says 

 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

Silence may be kept. 

 

Minister and People 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Priest stands and says  

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you  

all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power  

of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace 

The Celebrant says to the people 



    The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

  
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another  

in the name of the Lord. 

    THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good 

your vows to the Most High.   Psalm 50:14 

 

Hymn 610   Lord, whose love through humble service 

 

1 Lord, whose love through humble service 

bore the weight of human need, 

who upon the cross, forsaken,  

offered mercy’s perfect deed, 

we, your servants, bring the worship 

not of voice alone, but heart, 

consecrating to your purpose  

every gift that you impart. 

 

2 Still your children wander homeless;  

still they hungry cry for bread; 

still the captives long for freedom; 

still in grief we mourn our dead. 

As, O Lord, your deep compassion 

healed the sick and freed the soul, 

use the love your Spirit kindles 

still to save and make us whole. 

 

3 As we worship, grant us vision, 

till your love’s revealing light, 

in its height and depth and greatness, 

dawns upon our quickened sight, 

making known the needs and burdens 

your compassion bids us bear, 

 

stirring us to tireless striving, 

your abundant life to share. 

 

4 Called to worship to your service, 

forth in your dear name we go, 

to the child, the youth, the aged, 

love in living deeds to show; 

hope and health, goodwill and comfort, 

counsel, aid and peace we give, 

that your servants, Lord in freedom 

may your mercy know and live. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Eucharistic Prayer C 

In this prayer, the lines in italics are spoken by the People. 

 

The Celebrant says 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of 

glory and praise. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 

 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of 

interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, 

and this fragile earth, our island home. 

By your will they were created and have their being. 

 



From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, 

and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us 

the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed 

your trust; and we turned against one another. 

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets 

and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in the 

fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to 

fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 

By his blood, he reconciled us. 

By his wounds, we are healed. 

 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly 

chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all 

those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to 

proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

 

Celebrant and People 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and 

made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before 

you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the 

Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the 

blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and 

said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me." 

 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and 

said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 

Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me." 

 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering  

to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

We celebrate his death and resurrection, 

as we await the day of his coming. 

 

Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers: God of Abraham  

and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, Jacob and Leah and  

Rachel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open  

our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us.  

Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table  

for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and  

not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion  

make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may  

worthily serve the world in his name. 

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus 

Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the 

Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, 

from generation to generation. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior                 As our Savior Christ 

Christ has taught us,                      has taught us, 

we are bold to say,                         we now pray, 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

Our Father in heaven, 

    hallowed be your Name, 

    your kingdom come, 

    your will be done, 

        on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 



    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

    as we forgive those 

        who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

    and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

    and the glory are yours, 

    now and for ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. 

A period of silence is kept. 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following invitation. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and  

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

For those unable to receive the physical Communion at  

this time please pray the following with me: 

 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the  

Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you  

praise and thanksgiving as I proclaim your resurrection.  

I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul.  

Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your  

Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse  

and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let  

me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and  

you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 

 

Hymn 439   What wondrous love is this? 

1 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 

to lay aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 

to lay aside his crown for my soul. 

2 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing, 

to God and to the Lamb I will sing. 

To God and to the Lamb, who is the great I AM , 

while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 

while millions join the theme I will sing! 

3 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on, 

and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on. 

And when from death I'm free I'll sing and joyful be, 

and through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on, 

and through eternity I'll sing on. 

         Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 

 



May the peace of God which passes all understanding  

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God  

and of God’s son Jesus Christ, our Lord, and the  

blessing of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with  

you now and always. Amen.  

Hymn 541   Come, labor on 

1 Come, labor on. 

Who dares stand idle on the harvest plain, 

while all around us waves the golden grain? 

And to each servant does the Master say, 

"Go work today." 

2 Come, labor on. 

The enemy is watching night and day, 

to sow the tares, to snatch the seed away; 

while we in sleep our duty have forgot, 

he slumbered not. 

3 Come, labor on. 

Away with gloomy doubts and faithless fear! 

No arm so weak but may do service here: 

by feeblest agents may our God fulfill 

his righteous will. 

4 Come, labor on. 

Claim the high calling angels cannot share— 

to young and old the Gospel gladness bear; 

redeem the time; its hours too swiftly fly. 

The night draws nigh. 

5 Come, labor on. 

No time for rest, till glows the western sky, 

till the long shadows o'er our pathway lie, 

and a glad sound comes with the setting sun. 

"Servants, well done." 

              

 Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From The Book of Common Prayer 1979 

Hymns from The Hymnal 1982 

Psalm from The Saint Helena Psalter 2004 

 

Prayer for Guidance during our Discernment Process  

adapted from Rector Search Committee Prayer, Christ  

Church, Winnetka, IL 

 

 

If you would like to support the ministries of St. Mark’s,  

please go to the “Donate” page of our website  

( https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and 

-its-ministries/ ) to see the many ways that you can contribute and 

make your donation by Paypal or credit card. Pledge payments also 

can be made online through the “Donate” page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and
https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and


Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

 

Historic Old St. Luke’s Church  

and the Very Rev. Canon Scott Quinn;  

and the Social Justice & Outreach Committee 

 

Altar Flowers Given to the Greater Glory of God 

 

In Loving Memory of 

Marjorie Ajay 

From Pam Mayer 

  

In Loving Memory of Laura Sweeney 

& 

 The Smith & Sweeney Families 

Perpetual Flowers 

 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

 

Ezekiel 33:7-11 

Psalm 119:33-40 

Romans 13:8-14 

Matthew 18:15-20 

 

 

 

Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through 

transformational worship and service 
 


