
 

 

 

 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

The Twenty-second Sunday after 

Pentecost  

October 29, 2023 

10:00 AM 

 

 

Holy Eucharist Rite II 

 

 

 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Hymn 8       Morning has broken 

1 Morning has broken like the first morning, 

blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 

Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! 

Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word! 

 

2 Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from heaven, 

like the first dewfall on the first grass. 

Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, 

sprung in completeness where his feet pass. 

 

3 Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning 

born of the one light Eden saw play! 

Praise with elation, praise every morning, 

God’s recreation of the new day! 

 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

              Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People   And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Gloria 

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 



Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    receive our prayer. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

 

The Celebrant says to the people 

 

  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Bishop Let us pray. 

 

The Celebrant says the Collect. 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the  

gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we may  

obtain what you promise, make us love what you  

command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who  

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one  

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

 
A Reading from Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 

 

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to all the  

congregation of the people of Israel and say to them:  

You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.  

You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall  

not be partial to the poor or defer to the great: with  

justice you shall judge your neighbor. You shall not  

go around as a slanderer among your people, and you  

shall not profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am  

the Lord. You shall not hate in your heart anyone of  

your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or you will  

incur guilt yourself. You shall not take vengeance or  

bear a grudge against any of your people, but you shall  

love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. 

 

            The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 1        Beatus vir qui non abiit 

 

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of 

                             the wicked, * 

    nor lingered in the way of sinners, 

    nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
 

  

2 Their delight is in the law of the Holy One, * 

    and they meditate on that law day and night. 
 

  

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, 

bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; * 

    everything they do shall prosper. 
 

  

4 It is not so with the wicked; * 

     they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
 

  

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when 

                              judgment comes, * 

    nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
 

  



6 For the Holy One knows the way of the righteous, * 

    but the way of the wicked is doomed. 

 

A Reading from 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

 

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming  

to you was not in vain, but though we had already suffered  

and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know,  

we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of  

God in spite of great opposition. For our appeal does not  

spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, but just  

as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the  

message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please  

mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. As you  

know and as God is our witness, we never came with words  

of flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise  

from mortals, whether from you or from others, though we  

might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were  

gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own 

children. So deeply do we care for you that we are determined  

to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own  

selves, because you have become very dear to us. 

 

            The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn 416   For the beauty of the earth 

 

1 For the beauty of the earth, 

for the beauty of the skies, 

for the love which from our birth 

over and around us lies. 

 

Refrain: 

Christ our God, to thee we raise 

this our hymn of grateful praise. 

 

2 For the beauty of each hour 

of the day and of the night, 

hill and vale, and tree and flower, 

sun and moon and stars of light, [Refrain] 

 

3 For the joy of ear and eye, 

for the heart and mind's delight, 

for the mystic harmony 

linking sense to sound and sight, [Refrain] 

 

4 For the joy of human love, 

brother, sister, parent, child, 

friends on earth, and friends above, 

for all gentle thoughts and mild, [Refrain] 

 

5 For the Church which evermore 

lifteth holy hands above, 

offering up on every shore 

thy pure sacrifice of love, [Refrain] 

 

6 For each perfect gift of thine 

to the world so freely given, 

faith and hope and love divine, 

peace on earth and joy in heaven. [Refrain] 

 

Then, all standing, the Priest reads the Gospel, 

first saying 

 

   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to Matthew. 

 

 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

 

Matthew 22:34-46 

 

When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the  

Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of them,  

a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher,  

which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He  



said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your God with  

all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all  

your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment.  

And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor  

as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the  

law and the prophets.” 

 

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus  

asked them this question: “What do you think of the  

Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son  

of David.” He said to them, “How is it then that David  

by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, ‘The Lord said to  

my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies  

under your feet”’? If David thus calls him Lord, how  

can he be his son?” No one was able to give him an  

answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him  

any more questions. 

 

  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon            The Reverend Nancy L. Threadgill 

 

The Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
 

Form V 

 

Deacon or other leader 

 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy.” 

 

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with  

Truth and love, and be found without fault at the day  

of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

 



For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for Ketlen, our  

own Bishop, for all bishops and other ministers,  

and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you,  

O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord  

Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that all  

may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray  

to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful  

witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of  

the earth, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For those who do not yet believe, and for those  

who have lost their faith, that they may receive the  

light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect  

And forbearance may grow among nations and  

peoples, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For those in positions of public trust especially Joe, our  

President and Josh, our Governor that they may serve  

justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of every  

person, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all who live and work in this community, we pray  

to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use 

of the riches of creation, that the world may be freed from 

poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for 

refugees, prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may 

be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this congregation for those who are present, and for 

those who are absent, that we may be delivered from 

hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all that we 

do, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all 

whom we have injured or offended, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For ourselves; for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the 

grace of the Holy Spirit to amend our lives, we pray to you,  

O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for  

our families, friends, and neighbors; that being freed from  

anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to  

you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For                             , we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and  

those whose faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints,  

they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief,  

but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

 



Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed  

Virgin Mary, and all the saints, let us commend  

ourselves, and one another, and all our life to  

Christ our God. 

To you, O Lord our God. 

 

Silence 

 

Prayer for Guidance during our Discernment Process  

 

Gracious and loving God, you know us better than we  

know ourselves. Guide the Discernment Committees,  

Vestries, and people of St. Francis-in-the Fields and  

St. Mark’s through this time of transition and  

discernment. We pray that your Holy Spirit continues  

to open our hearts and minds to new opportunities and  

ideas; so that we may follow where you lead —  

knowing that Jesus Christ walks with us each step of  

the way.  

 

Empower each and every member of the Discernment  

Committees to use their gifts for ministry to the fullest;  

to share their thoughts openly and honestly; to respect  

the opinions of others; and to encourage humility,  

patience, and joy.  

 

Finally, instill in all the people of St. Mark’s and  

St. Francis in-the-Fields a glorious vision of the  

future; that, guided by your Holy Spirit, we may  

be united in love — with warm hearts, enlightened  

minds and open arms — so that we may gladly  

accomplish the mission to which you are  

calling us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy  

Spirit; yours is the kingdom and the power and the  

glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin 

Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the 

heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us with confidence draw 

near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and 

find grace to help in time of need.    Hebrews 4:14,16 

 

The Celebrant says 

 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

Silence may be kept. 

 

Minister and People 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Priest stands and says 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your  

sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all  

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you  

in eternal life. Amen.  

 

The Peace 

 

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

 

 



  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

  
Then the Ministers and People may greet one  

another in the name of the Lord. 

 

        The Holy Communion 
 

If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there  

Remember that your brother has something against  

you, leave your gift there before the altar and go;  

first be reconciled to your brother, and then come  

and offer your gift.   Matthew 5:23, 24 

 

Anthem                                      Choir and Organist 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Eucharistic Prayer D 

 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant 

faces them and sings or says 

 

  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

 

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give  

you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true,  

dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and  

for ever. 

 

 

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you  

made all things and fill them with your blessing; you  

created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 

 

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve  

you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your  

presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with  

them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven,  

we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we say, 

 

Celebrant and People 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The people stand or kneel. 

 

Then the Celebrant continues 

 

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your  

Mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You  

formed us in your own image, giving the whole world  

into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator,  

we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our  

disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon  

us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our  

help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again  

and again you called us into covenant with you, and  

through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation. 

 

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of 

time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one  

of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good  

news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful,  

 



joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death;  

and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the  

whole creation new. 

 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for  

him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit,  

his own first gift for those who believe, to complete  

his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the  

sanctification of all. 

 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by  

you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own who  

were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper  

with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks  

to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,  

"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do  

this for the remembrance of me." 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he  

had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink  

this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,  

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness  

of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the  

remembrance of me." 

 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

Recalling Christ's death and his descent among the dead,  

proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right  

hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you,  

from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup,  

we praise you and we bless you. 

 

Celebrant and People 

 

We praise you, we bless you, 

we give thanks to you, 

and we pray to you, Lord our God. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your  

Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these  

gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy  

gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the  

cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son  

Jesus Christ. 

 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may  

become One body and one spirit, a living sacrifice  

in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 

 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic 

Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal  

its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 

 

Remember Nancy and all who minister in your Church. 

 

Remember all your people, and those who seek your truth. 

 

Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and 

those whose faith is known to you alone; bring them into 

the place of eternal joy and light. 

 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, matriarchs, prophets, apostles,  

and martyrs, with St. Francis and all the saints who have  

found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union  

with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ  

our Lord. 

 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and 

glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 

As our Savior Christ 

has taught us, 

we now pray, 

 

People and Celebrant 



 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, 

    hallowed be your Name, 

    your kingdom come, 

    your will be done, 

        on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

    as we forgive those 

        who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

    and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

    and the glory are yours, 

    now and for ever. Amen. 

  

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

 

A period of silence is kept. 

 

Then may be sung or said. 

 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following 

Invitation 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and  

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

For those unable to receive the physical Communion at  

this time please pray the following: 

 

 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the  

Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you  

praise and thanksgiving as I proclaim your resurrection.  

I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul.  

Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your  

Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse  

and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let  

me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and  

you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.  

 

Hymn 302   Father, we thank thee who has planted 

 

1 Father, we thank Thee who hast planted 

Thy holy Name within our hearts. 

Knowledge and faith and life immortal 

Jesus thy Son to us imparts. 

Thou, Lord, didst make all for thy pleasure, 

didst give us food for all our days, 

giving in Christ the Bread eternal; 

thine is the power, be thine the praise. 

 

2 Watch o'er thy church, O Lord, in mercy, 

save it from evil, guard it still. 

perfect it in thy love, unite it, 

cleansed and conformed unto thy will. 

As grain, once scattered on the hillsides, 

was in this broken bread made one, 

so from all lands thy Church be gathered 

into thy kingdom by thy Son. 

 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Celebrant and People 

 

Almighty and everliving God, 

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood 



of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out 

to do the work you have given us to do, 

to love and serve you 

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

 

May the peace of God which passes all understanding  

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God  

and of God’s son Jesus Christ, our Lord, and the  

blessing of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with  

you now and always. Amen. 

 

Hymn 412   Earth and all stars 

 

1. Earth and all stars, loud rushing planets, 

sing to the Lord a new song! 

O victory, loud shouting army, 

sing to the Lord a new song! 

 

Refrain: 

He has done marvelous things. 

I, too, will praise him with a new song! 

 

2. Hail, wind, and rain, loud blowing snowstorms, 

sing to the Lord a new song! 

Flowers and trees, loud rustling dry leaves, 

sing to the Lord a new song! [Refrain] 

 

3. Trumpet and pipes, loud clashing cymbals, 

sing to the Lord a new song! 

Harp, lute, and lyre, loud humming cellos, 

sing to the Lord a new song! [Refrain] 

4. Engines and steel, loud pounding hammers, 

sing to the Lord a new song! 

Limestone and beams, loud building workers, 

sing to the Lord a new song! [Refrain] 

 

5. Classrooms and labs, loud boiling test tubes, 

sing to the Lord a new song! 

Athlete and band, loud cheering people, 

sing to the Lord a new song! [Refrain] 

 

6. Knowledge and truth, loud sounding wisdom, 

sing to the Lord a new song! 

Daughter and son, loud praying members, 

sing to the Lord a new song! [Refrain] 

 

The Priest dismisses the people 

 

  Alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia.   

       

 

From Book of Common Prayer 1979  

Hymns from Hymnal 1982  

Psalm from The Saint Helena Psalter 2004 

Prayer for Guidance during our Discernment Process  

adapted from Rector Search Committee Prayer, Christ  

Church, Winnetka, IL 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to support the ministries of St. Mark’s, please  

go to the “Donate” page of our website 

(https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and -its-

ministries/ ) to see the many ways that you can contribute and make 

your donation by Paypal or credit card. Pledge payments also can be 

made online through the “Donate” page.  

 

 

https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and%20-its-ministries/
https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and%20-its-ministries/


Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

 

The members of the Standing Committee, 

the Board of Trustees, and Diocesan Council 

 

Altar Flowers Given to the Greater Glory of God 

 

In Honor & Thanksgiving 

For the Life of 

Kenneth Leap 

St. Mark’s Parish Family 

 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

 

Micah 3:5-12 

Psalm 43 

1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 

Matthew 23:1-12 

 

Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through 

transformational worship and service. 

 
 

 


