
 

 

 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

Easter Day 

March 31, 2024   10:00 a.m. 

 

Holy Eucharist Rite II 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Hymn 179   "Welcome, happy morning!" 

1. "Welcome, happy morning!" age to age shall say: 

hell today is vanquished, heaven is won today! 

Lo! the dead is living, God for evermore! 

Him their true Creator, all his works adore! 

 

Refrain: 

"Welcome, happy morning!" age to age shall say. 

 

2. Earth her joy confesses, clothing her for spring, 

all fresh gifts returned with her returning King: 

bloom in every meadow, leaves on every bough, 

speak his sorrow ended, hail his triumph now. [Refrain] 

 

3. Months in due succession, days of lengthening light, 

hours and passing moments praise thee in their flight. 

Brightness of the morning, sky and fields and sea, 

vanquisher of darkness, bring their praise to thee. [Refrain] 

 

4. Maker and Redeemer, life and health of all, 

thou from heaven beholding human nature's fall, 

of the Father's Godhead true and only Son, 

mankind to deliver, manhood didst put on. [Refrain] 

 

5. Thou, of life the author, death didst undergo, 

tread the path of darkness, saving strength to show; 

come then, true and faithful, now fulfill thy word, 

'tis thine own third morning! rise, O buried Lord! [Refrain] 

 

6. Loose the souls long prisoned, bound with Satan's chain; 

all that now is fallen raise to life again; 

show thy face in brightness, bid the nations see; 

bring again our daylight: day returns with thee! [Refrain] 

 

 



Celebrant    Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People        The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.        

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires  

known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the  

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy  

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily  

magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Gloria   S280 

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen 

 

The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

 

     

   The Lord be with you. 

People      And also with you. 

Celebrant     Let us pray. 

 

The Celebrant says the Collect. 

 

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ 

overcame death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant 

that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord's resurrection,  

may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and  

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

A Reading from Isaiah 25:6-9   

 

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a  

feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled  

with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will  

destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples,  

the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death 

forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all  

faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all  

the earth, for the Lord has spoken. 

 

It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited  

for him, so that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we  

have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

 

             The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24          Confitemini Domino   

1 Give thanks to God, who is good; * 

    God’s mercy endures for ever. 

 



Let Israel now proclaim:* 

    “God’s mercy endures for ever.” 
 

  

14 God is my strength and my song, * 

    and has become my salvation. 

  

15 There is a sound of exultation and 

victory * 

    in the tents of the righteous: 

  

16 "The right hand of the Most High has triumphed!  

    the right hand of the Most High is exalted! 

    the right hand of the Most High has triumphed!" 
 

  

17 I shall not die, but live, * 

    and declare the works of God. 
 

  

18 God has punished me sorely, * 

    but did not hand me over to death. 
 

  

19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 

    I will enter them; 

    I will offer thanks to God. 
 

  

20 "This is the gate of the Holy One; * 

    those who are righteous may enter." 
 

  

21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 

    and have become my salvation. 
 

  

22 The same stone which the builders rejected * 

    has become the chief cornerstone. 
 

  

 

A Reading from 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news  

that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which  

also you stand, through which also you are being saved, if you  

hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you  

have come to believe in vain. For I handed on to you as of first 

importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our  

sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried,  

and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 

scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  

Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters  

at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died.  

Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all,  

as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the  

least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I  

persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am  

what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On  

the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was  

not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was  

I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 

 

               The Word of the Lord. 

People    Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn 208   Alleluia! The strife is o'er 

   Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

1. The strife is o'er, the battle done, 

the victory of life is won; 

the song of triumph has begun. 

Alleluia! 

2. The powers of death have done their worst, 

but Christ their legions hath dispersed: 

let shout of holy joy outburst. 

Alleluia! 



3. The three sad days are quickly sped, 

he rises glorious from the dead: 

all glory to our risen Head! 

Alleluia! 

4. He closed the yawning gates of hell, 

the bars from heaven's high portals fell; 

let hymns of praise his triumphs tell! 

Alleluia! 

5. Lord! by the stripes which wounded thee, 

from death's dread sting thy servants free, 

that we may live and sing to thee. 

Alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

              The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

              according to Mark  

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ 

 

Mark 16:1-8 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the  

mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might  

go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week,  

when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been  

saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us  

from the entrance to the tomb?” When they looked up, they saw  

that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled  

back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed  

in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed.  

But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for  

Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is  

not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his 

disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee;  

there you will see him, just as he told you.” So they went out  

and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized  

them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

              The Gospel of the Lord. 

People   Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 

The Sermon             The Reverend Nancy L. Threadgill 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,                                                

and his kingdom will have no end.   

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 



    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
 

Form II 

In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer 

their own prayers, either silently or aloud. 

 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; 

for our Bishop Ketlen; for this gathering; and for all 

ministers and people. 

Pray for the Church. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; 

and for the well-being of all people. 

Pray for justice and peace. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the 

oppressed, and those in prison. 

Pray for those in any need or trouble. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper 

knowledge of him. 

Pray that they may find and be found by him. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for the departed. 

Pray for those who have died. 

Silence 

Members of the congregation may ask the prayers or the 

thanksgivings of those present 

I ask your prayers for                             . 

 

I ask your thanksgiving for                             . 

Silence 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been 

honored. 

Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 

Silence 

Prayer for Guidance during our Discernment Process 

Gracious and loving God, you know us better than we know ourselves. 

Guide the Discernment Committees, Vestries, and people of St. 

Francis-in-the Fields and St. Mark’s through this time of transition 

and discernment. We pray that your Holy Spirit continues to open  

our hearts and minds to new opportunities and ideas; so that we  

may follow where you lead — knowing that Jesus Christ walks with  

us each step of the way. 

  

Empower each and every member of the Discernment Committees  

to use their gifts for ministry to the fullest; to share their thoughts 

openly and honestly; to respect the opinions of others; and to 

encourage humility, patience, and joy. 

 

Finally, instill in all the people of St. Mark’s and St. Francis  

in-the-Fields a glorious vision of the future; that, guided by  

your Holy Spirit, we may be united in love — with warm  

hearts, enlightened minds and open arms— so that we may  

gladly accomplish the mission to which you are calling us;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give  

to you; my own peace I leave with you:" Regard not our  



sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace  

and unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and  

the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: 

The Lord your God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 

mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love 

your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment 

greater than these."    Mark 12:29-31 

The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest, stands and says 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,  

and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  

Amen. 

 

The Peace 

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

    The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the 

name of the Lord. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an 

offering and sacrifice to God.   Ephesians 5:2 

Anthem                                           Choir and Organist 

 

Celebrant   All things come from you, O God,  

People       And of your own have we given you. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Eucharistic Prayer A 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says 

  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 



People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 

where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 

heaven and earth. 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious 

resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the 

true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken 

away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed 

death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us 

everlasting life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus  S128 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel. 

 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us 

for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become 

subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 

 

nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you,  

the God and Father of all. 

 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, 

in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 

world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 

Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 

to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 

this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 

resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 

Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 

and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 

and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 

into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 



 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and 

with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 

and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN 

And now, as our 

Savior Christ has 

taught us, 

we are bold to say,  

 

 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

As our Savior Christ 

has taught us, 

we now pray, 

 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

    hallowed be your Name, 

    your kingdom come, 

    your will be done, 

        on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily 

bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

    as we forgive those 

        who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

    and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

    and the glory are yours, 

    now and for ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. 

A period of silence is kept. 

Then may be sung. 

Fraction Anthem    S167 

 

The disciples knew the Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread. 

The bread which we break, alleluia, 

Is the communion of the body of Christ. 

One body are we, alleluia, 

for though many we share one bread. 

 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following instruction. 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and  

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Hymn 204   Now the green blade riseth 

1 Now the green blade riseth, from the buried grain, 

wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 

love lives again, that with the dead has been: 

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

2 In the grave they laid him, Love whom hate had slain, 

thinking that never he would awake again, 

laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

3 Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 

he that for three days in the grave had lain; 

quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen: 

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

4 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 

thy touch can call us back to life again, 

fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 

Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

 



After Communion, the Celebrant says 

        Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 

May the peace of God which passes all understanding  

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God  

and of God’s son Jesus Christ, our Lord, and the blessing  

of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you now  

and always. Amen.  

Hymn 207   Jesus Christ is risen today 

1. Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 

our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia! 

suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 

2. Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 

who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 

sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 

3. But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 

our salvation have procured, Alleluia! 

now above the sky he’s King, Alleluia! 

where the angels ever sing, Alleluia! 

4. Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 

praise eternal as his love, Alleluia! 

praise him, all ye heavenly host, Alleluia! 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia! 

            Alleluia. Alleluia.  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

 

From The Book of Common Prayer 1979 

Hymns from The Hymnal 1982 

Psalm from The Saint Helena Psalter 2004 

“Prayer for Guidance during our Discernment Process”  

adapted from “Rector Search Committee Prayer,”  

Christ Church, Winnetka, IL 

 

For those unable to receive the physical Communion at 

this time please pray the following: 

 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in 

the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I desire to offer you 

praise and thanksgiving as I proclaim your resurrection. 

I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. 

Since I cannot receive you in the Sacrament of your 

Body and Blood, come spiritually into my heart. 

Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, 

and let me never be separated from you. May I live in 

you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



If you would like to support the ministries of St. Mark’s,  

please go to the “Donate” page of our website  

( https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-marks-and 

-its-ministries/ ) to see the many ways that you can contribute and 

make your donation by Paypal or credit card. Pledge payments also 

can be made online through the “Donate” page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer  

 

Retired clergy, including the Rev. David Casto, the Rev. Nancy 

Chalfant-Walker, the Rev. David Else, the Rev. Dr. Judith Gentile,  

the Rev. John Golden and the Rev. Christine McIlvain 

 

Altar Flowers Given to the Greater Glory of God 

 

                            In Honor and Thanksgiving 

                     For our Living Members of St. Mark’s 

 

          & 

                       In Loving Memory of our Deceased 

                                   Members of St. Mark’s 

 

 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

 

Acts 4:31-35 

Psalm 133 

1 John 1:1—2:2 

John 20:19-31 

 

 

Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through 

transformational worship and service 
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