Jesus said, "'l am the light of the world; whoever follows me
will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
John 8:12

The Reconciliation of a Penitent

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church rorm e

The Priest and Penitent begin as follows

MOI)déIy OfHOIY WC‘C]( Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness;

in your great compassion blot out my offenses.

Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
March 2.5, 2024 6:00 PM and cleanse me from my sin.
For | know my transgressions only too well,
and my sin is ever before me.

Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One,
have mercy upon us.

The Reconciliation of a Penitent

Penitent Pray for me, a sinner.

Litany of Penitence and Priest
. May God in his love enlighten your heart, that you may
Evenlng Prayer remember in truth all your sins and his unfailing mercy.

Amen.
Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.

Come to me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and |
will refresh you. Matthew 11:28

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son,
to the end that all that believe in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life. John 3:16



The Priest then continues

Now, in the presence of Christ, and of me, his minister,
confess your sins with a humble and obedient heart to
Almighty God, our Creator and our Redeemer.

The Penitent says

Holy God, heavenly Father, you formed me from the dust in
your image and likeness, and redeemed me from sin and
death by the cross of your Son Jesus Christ. Through the
water of baptism you clothed me with the shining garment of
his righteousness, and established me among your children in
your kingdom. But | have squandered the inheritance of your
saints, and have wandered far in a land that is waste.

Especially, | confess to you and to the Church.....

Litany of Penitence
The Celebrant and People together, all kneeling or standing,

Most holy and merciful Father:

We confess to you and to one another,

and to the whole communion of saints

in heaven and on earth,

that we have sinned by our own fault

in thought, word, and deed;

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

The Celebrant continues

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and
strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven.

Have mercy on us, Lord.

We have been deaf to your call to serve, as Christ served us.
We have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved
your Holy Spirit.

Have mercy on us, Lord.

We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness: the
pride, hypocrisy, and impatience of our lives,
We confess to you, Lord.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation
of other people,
We confess to you, Lord.

Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those
more fortunate than ourselves,
We confess to you, Lord.

Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and
our dishonesty in daily life and work,
We confess to you, Lord.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to
commend the faith that is in us,
We confess to you, Lord.

Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done:
for our blindness to human need and suffering, and our
indifference to injustice and cruelty,

Accept our repentance, Lord.

For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our
neighbors, and for our prejudice and contempt toward those
who differ from us,

Accept our repentance, Lord.

For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of
concern for those who come after us,
Accept our repentance, Lord.



Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us;
Favorably hear us, for your mercy is great.

Accomplish in us the work of your salvation,
That we may show forth your glory in the world.

By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord,
Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

Here the Penitent confesses particular sins.

Therefore, O Lord, from these and all other sins I cannot
now remember, | turn to you in sorrow and repentance.
Receive me again into the arms of your mercy, and restore me
to the blessed company of your faithful people; through him
in whom you have redeemed the world, your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Priest may then offer words of comfort and counsel.
Priest

Will you turn again to Christ as your Lord?

Penitent 1 will.

Priest

Do you, then, forgive those who have sinned against you?
Penitent | forgive them.

Priest

May Almighty God in mercy receive your confession of

sorrow and of faith, strengthen you in all goodness, and by
the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Priest then lays a hand upon the penitent's head (or extends a
hand over the penitent), saying

Our Lord Jesus Christ, who offered himself to be sacrificed

for us to the Father, and who conferred power on his Church

to forgive sins, absolve you through my ministry by the grace
of the Holy Spirit, and restore you in the perfect peace of the
Church. Amen.

The Priest concludes

Now there is rejoicing in heaven; for you were lost, and

are found; you were dead, and are now alive in Christ Jesus

our Lord. Abide in peace. The Lord has put away all your sins.

Penitent Thanks be to God.

The Invitatory and Psalter

All stand

Officiant O God, make speed to save us.
People O Lord, make haste to help us.

Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

O Gracious Light Phos hilaron

O gracious light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.



You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of Life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.

The Psalm
Psalm 36:5-11 Dixit injustus

5 Your love, O God, reaches to the heavens, *
and your faithfulness to the clouds.

6 Your righteousness is like the strong mountains,
your justice like the great deep; *
you save both man and beast, O God.

7 How priceless is your love, O God! *
your people take refuge under the
shadow of your wings.

8 They feast upon the abundance of your house; *
you give them drink from the river of your delights.

9 For with you is the well of life, *
and in your light we see light.

10 Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you, *
and your favor to those who are true of heart.

11 Let not the foot of the proud come near me, *
nor the hand of the wicked push me aside.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
A Reading from Isaiah 42:1-9

Here is my servant, whom | uphold, my chosen, in whom

my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will

bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up

his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he

will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not

quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not

grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in

the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. Thus

says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched
them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who
walk in it: I am the LORD, | have called you in righteousness,

| have taken you by the hand and kept you; | have given you

as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the
eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness. | am the LORD, that
is my name; my glory | give to no other, nor my praise to idols.
See, the former things have come to pass, and new things | now
declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.

Here ends the Reading.

The Song of Mary Magpnificat
Luke 1:46-55

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
the Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him *
in every generation.



He has shown the strength of his arm, *
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, *
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers, *
to Abraham and his children for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A Reading from Hebrews 9:11-15

When Christ came as a high priest of the good things that
have come, then through the greater and perfect tent (not
made with hands, that is, not of this creation), he entered
once for all into the Holy Place, not with the blood of
goats and calves, but with his own blood, thus obtaining
eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls,
with the sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer, sanctifies
those who have been defiled so that their flesh is purified,
how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God,
purify our conscience from dead works to worship the
living God! For this reason he is the mediator of a new
covenant, so that those who are called may receive the
promised eternal inheritance, because a death has
occurred that redeems them from the transgressions
under the first covenant.

Here ends the Reading.

The Song of Simeon  Nunc Dimittis

Luke 2:29-32

Lord, you now have set your servant free *
to go in peace as you have promised;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *
whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
A Light to enlighten the nations, *
and the glory of your people Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Gospel of John 12:1-1

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home
of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. There they gave
a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those

at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume

made of pure nard, anointed Jesus' feet, and wiped them with

her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.
But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about
to betray him), said, "Why was this perfume not sold for three
hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?" (He said this
not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief;
he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.)
Jesus said, "Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep
it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you,
but you do not always have me." When the great crowd of the
Jews learned that he was there, they came not only because of
Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead.
So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death as well, since
it was on account of him that many of the Jews were deserting
and were believing in Jesus.

Here ends the Reading



The Apostles' Creed
Officiant and People together, all standing

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

The People stand or kneel

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.

Officiant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven, Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name, hallowed be your Name,
thy kingdom come, your kingdom come,
thy will be done, your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven. on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. ~ Give us today our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those as we forgive those
who trespass against us. who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, Save us from the time of trial,
but deliver us from evil. and deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, For the kingdom, the power,
and the power, and the glory, and the glory are yours,
for ever and ever. Amen. now and for ever. Amen.

Show us your mercy, O Lord,;

And grant us your salvation.

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
Let your people sing with joy.

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;

For only in you can we live in safety.
Lord, keep this nation under your care;
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Let your way be known upon earth;

Your saving health among all nations.
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God;

And sustain us by your Holy Spirit.
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The Collect of the Day

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but
first he suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he was
crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the
cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Collect for Aid against Perils
Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy

defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love
of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.



A Collect for the Presence of Christ

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day
IS past; be our companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and
awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in
Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or
weep this night, and give your angels charge over those who
sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless
the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the
joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen.

Please add your own petitions and thanksgivings at this time.
The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks

for all your goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to your service,

and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can
do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine:
Glory to him from generation to generation in
the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and
ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20,21

From The Book of Common Prayer 1979

If you would like to support the ministries of St. Mark’s,
please go to the “Donate” page of our website
(https://saintmarksjohnstown.com/give-to-support-st-
marks-and -its-ministries/) to see the many ways that
you can contribute and make your donation by Paypal
or credit card. Pledge payments also can be made online
through the “Donate” page.

Sharing Christ’s love unconditionally through
transformational worship and service



